WALTER HART THE CENTENARIAN MAN
On Sunday 12th August 2018, I would like you to share with me in raising a glass and
toast Walter Hart World War II Veteran on becoming a Centenarian.

Walter with Marie Duff and Joan Gaskin at the RAMC Reunited Reunion
February 2016 at the Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool.

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY WALTER

Each part of our Reserve Forces has its own particular story to tell. It is after all, a
very Territorial tale stemming from Volunteers and Militia in Victorian times. The
Scottish dimension is as tribal as any in the country and even within Scotland there
is a significant line, the Highland Line, between the Highlanders and the Lowlanders.
This story is very much a Highland one and traces the antecedents and tradition of
225 (Scottish) Medical Regiment who’s Headquarters is in Dundee.
In reflection of experiences in the Boer War, in 1904, a Bearer Company was formed
within the Black Watch Brigade, composed of volunteers, at Dundee. However it was
formed from within existing manpower resources and no additional posts were
authorised to make this happen. In 1908 the Territorial Force (TF) was created under
the aegis of Richard Haldane, the then Secretary of State for War. It swept up all the
Yeomanry and Volunteer units and created new medical ones. Two of the fourteen
formations formed in 1908 were Scottish, the Highland Division and the Lowland
Division. A new field medical unit, the Field Ambulance, had only just been created
itself, in 1905, from a fusion of the Bearer Company with the Field Hospital as a
lesson from the Boer War. So for each of the fourteen TF Divisions, three of these
Field Ambulances were formed – either as new units or by conversion of RAMC
Volunteer Companies and Brigade Bearer Companies – at a scale of one per
Infantry Brigade.
So of the three Field Ambulances formed for the Highland Division, two were located
at Aberdeen and the third, named 3rd Highland Field Ambulance, was formed from
the Black Watch Brigade Bearer Company at Dundee. Upon mobilization in 1914 the
whole of the Highland Division stood up and prepared its self for overseas
deployment. In May 1915 the Division, just recently numbered 51st (Highland)
Division, made its way to the Western Front and remained there for the rest of the
Great War. It had a long list of battle engagements from Festubert and Givency in
1915, to the Somme in 1916, to Arras, Ypres and Cambrai in 1917, to the Somme,
Lys and the Advance to Victory in 1918. The Field Ambulances were engaged in
their primary business every step of the Division’s way throughout the War.
Each TF Division formed a duplicate 2nd Line one in late 1914/early 1915. The 2nd
Highland Division (numbered 64th in 1915) thus had it own three Field Ambulances
formed. The 2nd/3rd Highland Field Ambulance was raised at Alyth, not far North of
Dundee, and remained with its parent Division within Home Forces throughout the
War. It was renamed 318 Highland Field Ambulance in 1917 and was disbanded in
1919.
However, this is not the whole Highland Story as there were, also, Mounted Brigades
within the Highland area. The Yeomanry units were brigaded as cavalry formations
and each had its own Mounted Brigade Field Ambulance. The Highland Mounted
Brigade Field Ambulance was raised at Inverness in 1908 and the Scottish Horse
Mounted Brigade was raised at Aberdeen in 1914 – at the outbreak of the Great

War. The Mounted Brigades were deployed initially within Home Forces and some
were brought together within Mounted Divisions formed after the outbreak of War.
Both brigades deployed, dismounted, to Gallipoli in August 1915 and reinforced the
2nd Mounted Division (itself also dismounted for the campaign). Recovering to Egypt
in December 1915, both Mounted Brigade Field Ambulances had different
experiences. The Highland Mounted Brigade Field Ambulance served with the
Western Desert Force within 2 Dismounted Brigade on Egypt’s periphery until 1917
when it was merged with the Lowland Mounted Brigade Field Ambulance to become
229 Field Ambulance within the newly formed 74th Yeomanry Division. This was
dismounted duty again and the infantry support role had been solidified. The Division
fought in the Invasion of Palestine including the capture of Jerusalem before being
diverted to the Western Front and arriving there in May 1918. It took part in the
Advance to Victory before returning to Scotland. When the TF became the Territorial
Army (TA) in 1920, the unit was not reformed. The Scottish Horse Mounted Brigade
Field Ambulance initially served in 1 Dismounted Brigade of the Western Desert
Force but was transferred in early 1917 to the Imperial Camel Corps as its Field
Ambulance, thus changing its mode of transport. Later that year it remounted on
horses and supported Corps Troops through the Invasion of Palestine and on into
Syria until the end of the War when it returned to Scotland. When the TF became the
TA in 1920 the unit was not reformed.
Just as with all the other TF Field Ambulances the Mounted Brigade types formed
2nd Line duplicates. All of these remained within Home Forces and all, eventually,
swopped their mounts for bicycles. 2nd/1st Highland Mounted Brigade Field
Ambulance became 1 Mounted Brigade Field Ambulance in 1916, later that year
becoming 1 Cyclist Brigade Field Ambulance. It was disbanded in 1919. 2 nd/1st
Scottish Horse Mounted Brigade Field Ambulance became 19 Mounted Brigade
Field Ambulance in 1916, later that year becoming 12 Cyclist Brigade Field
Ambulance before its final change of name to 8 Cyclist Brigade Field Ambulance in
1917. It was disbanded in 1919.
With the change to the TA in 1920 came a renaming of the Field Ambulances across
the country. It was decided to number them in parallel with the constituent brigades
of each parent Division. Due to geography, 3rd Highland Field Ambulance thus
received the senior slot, being in Dundee, and became 152 (Highland) Field
Ambulance whilst the two ones at Aberdeen became 153 and 154 (Highland) Field
Ambulance. Financial constraint dogged the Armed Forces between the Wars and
there was significant impact on the TA. In 1922, the fourteen TA Divisions were cut
to only one Field Ambulance each and 152 (Highland) Field Ambulance was the
Highland Division survivor.
It took the gathering war clouds in Europe to prompt the full build up of the TA
formations once more and 153 and 154 (Highland) Field Ambulances were brought
back into being. In 1939, the requirement to create duplicate units happened once
more and the Division duplicated a 2nd Line 9th (Scottish) Infantry Division that
included 174, 175 and 176 Field Ambulances. 51 st (Highland) infantry Division
deployed to France with the BEF in January 1940. At the time of the German

advance into Belgium and Northern France in May 1940, it was detached from the
main British Force and working with the French Army. As a consequence when the
BEF was pushed back to Dunkirk, the Division never met up with it and ended up
further West on the French Channel coast at St Valery. Despite attempts to rescue it,
it surrendered there in June 1940. 152 (Highland) Field Ambulance was broken up
and many members became POWs. Most of the personnel of its sister Field
Ambulances were rescued and on return to UK all three units were fully
reconstituted. However, whilst 9th (Scottish) Infantry Division was renamed 51st
(Highland) Infantry Division in August 1940, it retained its own medical units of 174,
175 and 176 Field Ambulance and these accompanied the Division throughout North
Africa from 1942, including the Battle of El Alamein that year, the invasion of Sicily in
1943 and after returning to UK, North-west Europe from June 1944 until the end of
the War. These field ambulances were then disbanded.
51st’s original Field Ambulances all had subsequent diverse paths through the War.
152 (Highland) Field Ambulance went out to Egypt and became part of the newly
formed 78th Infantry Division. It supported its Division throughout the rest of the
campaign in North Africa, including the Battle of El Alamein, the invasion of Sicily
and the subsequent one of Italy, ending the War in Austria before returning to UK.
153 (Highland) Field Ambulance joined the 2 nd Line Division, 15th (Scottish) Infantry
Division, in UK then accompanied it to North-west Europe in June 1944 and
remained with it there until the end of the War before returning to UK. 154 (Highland)
Field Ambulance went out to India and joined 36th Infantry Division when it was
formed. It supported the Division throughout the Burma campaign and came back to
UK at the end of the War against Japan.
When the TA was reformed in 1947 there were some unexpected changes to the
Highland TA line-up. 152 (Highland) Field Ambulance, again back in Dundee, was
renamed 153 (Highland) Field Ambulance. 153 (Highland) Field Ambulance was
renamed 152 (Highland) Field Ambulance back in Aberdeen. The change over
reflected the Infantry Brigade numbering they were aligned to. I am told that after the
shock of the news of the change, the pragmatic solution of swopping over the
Officers’ Mess and Warrant Officers and Sergeants’ Mess silver followed. 154
(Highland) Field Ambulance went off to Glasgow, replacing 156 (Lowland) Field
Ambulance as its parent Brigade was now in Stirlingshire and Argyll. It would, by
amalgamating with 157 (Lowland) Field Ambulance in 1961, form 5 (City of Glasgow)
General Hospital.
Further change took place in 1967 when TAVR was formed. There was wholesale
renumbering of surviving medical units to reflect their new readiness and
commitment status. ‘200’ series numbered units were Independent ones with their
own TA Centres. Focus was now on reinforcement of BAOR and not just supporting
a Reserve Army in UK and the TA Infantry Divisions had all disappeared from the
Order of Battle. 152 (Highland) Field Ambulance, Aberdeen, was renamed 252
(Highland) Field Ambulance (Volunteers). 153 (Highland) Field Ambulance, Dundee,
became 225 (Highland) Field Dressing Station (Volunteers). In 1969, when all
remaining Field Dressing Stations (a product of World War 2) were converted to

Field Ambulances, it became 225 (Highland) Field Ambulance (Volunteers). Both
units now had a mobilization role in West Germany supporting the Rear Combat
Zone East of the Rhine. 225 (Highland) Field Ambulance was the winner of the TA
Challenge Shield on three occasions: 1986, 1989 and 2003.
The end of the Cold War saw further significant change to the structure and functions
of reserve medical units. The Order of Battle was reduced and amalgamations were
the order of the day. 252 (Highland) Field Ambulance (Volunteers) merged with 205
(Scottish) General Hospital (Volunteers) to form 205 (Scottish) Field Hospital in
1995. A detachment of this unit remains at Aberdeen.
Initially, 225 (Highland) Field Ambulance was earmarked to support Corps Troops of
the Multi-national Allied Rapid Reaction Corps but this plan withered with further
financial constraints during the 1990s. It was then earmarked to support 101 Logistic
Brigade. However, medical support in the field was being rationalized by the
introduction of Medical Regiments from 1999. These were being created by
amalgamating existing field ambulances in order to provide more agile medical
support to a Division and were divided into two types: one for close support and the
other for general support. The Division was to have one of each type and the Logistic
Brigades also a general support variety. They were, initially, essentially Regular units
but the UK based ones were also established with TA Squadrons formed from TA
Field Ambulances. Once this rationalization was over, there were only three TA
Field Ambulances left including 225 (Highland) Field Ambulance at Dundee.
However operational imperatives overtook the restructuring as the whole of the
Army’s main effort became focused on providing support for the Brigades that were
rouling through Afghanistan and Iraq. Thoughts of the Divisional Battle were left in
abeyance. The Medical Regiments were therefore realigned with those Brigades and
focused purely on close support. In the round it was decided that the three remaining
TA Field Ambulances should reorganize as Medical Regiments themselves and offer
manpower reinforcement to Regular deployed units as well as the depth general
support required for the Logistic Brigades. 225 (Scottish) General Support Medical
Regiment thus grew out of 225 (Highland) Field Ambulance at Dundee in 2006. It
incorporated two existing TA Medical Squadrons that had been under command
Regular Medical Regiments, and also previously Field Ambulances, 222 Medical
Squadron from Leicester and 251 Medical Squadron from Sunderland.
Since 2009 it is called 225 (Scottish) Medical Regiment and supports 102 Logistic
Brigade. It has shed its English sub-units and now has squadrons in Dundee,
Glenrothes and Stirling. Its squadrons are numbered 152, 153, 154 from the original
titles of the Highland Division’s Field Ambulances when the TA was formed in 1920.
Its Support Squadron is numbered 174 from the 2 nd Line duplicate of 152 (Highland)
Field Ambulance that served with the reformed Highland Division from later in 1940
until the end of World War 2.

I mentioned tribalism at the beginning of this article. No more does this manifest itself
than in dress and especially in Scotland. 225 (Scottish) Medical Regiment has two
particular sartorial facets that highlight this. In the 1930s, as 152 (Highland) Field
Ambulance, it created a Pipe Band. The Commanding Officer’s surname was
Robertson so the unit and its pipers adopted the Robertson Tartan. The Band was
re-established in 1947 and eventually in 1952 the Army accepted the Robertson Kilt
as an official form of dress and brought the Robertson Tartan into Clothing
Regulations. Although the Pipe Band folded in 1963, the tartan remains as a cloth
patch behind the RAMC cap badge on headdress. So turning to that headdress, the
traditional battle-dress headwear of the Highland Division is the Tam O’Shanter or
TOS. Originally Blue (hence the term Blue Bonnets), it is now found in many colours,
not least khaki, and is worn by All Ranks of the unit instead of a beret, so the
Robertson Tartan patch sits on the TOS. When I was Honorary Colonel of 225, I had
the privilege of wearing the TOS and the tartan. As a final aside it is of note the Black
Watch (42nd of Foot) had, as its first Medical Officer (known as Surgeon in those
days), an Andrew Robertson and he accompanied the battalion at its first battle,
Fontenoy, in 1743 during the War of Austrian Succession.

Alistair Macmillan, July 2018
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MORE STORIES FROM JOHN SILKSTONE (CONTINUED)
CASE CLOSED
George sat at his desk reading the morning paper. The lead story showed a picture
of London Bridge falling down.
His office door opened and a dame entered.
He gazed over the top of the paper: his trained eye looked her up and down. His
other eye, which wasn't, trained, looked her down and up. Both came to the same
conclusion. She was one hell of a dame. Her long blond hair hung in ringlets to her
bare shoulders, and her thirty-six, twenty-four, thirty-six figure left little to the
imagination. Tearing his eyes away from the flesh attempting to escape from her
bodice, he looked her in the eye, "Yes Miss, what can I do for you?"
"I need your help! I've been shrustled."
What a pity, he thought, a gorgeous dame like that and she's has to have a lisp,
“Don’t you mean rustled?" he said.
"No, I mean shrustled. They're sheep, not cattle!"
As a Private Detective, he should have gathered that information from the
shepherd's crook she was holding in her right hand.
"What's your name, sister?"
"Peep," she said, "Little Bo Peep."
"Okay Bo, your sheep have gone missing, right?" "Yes, but not only mine, Baa Baa
Black sheep is also missing."
Without blinking he mused. Two flocks of sheep missing, this case could be harder
than I thought, "Right, sister, before I take the case on, I'd better inform you of a few
facts;
Number one, I don't come cheap.
Number two, big case, little case, they're all the same to me.
Number three, its fifty pounds a day plus expenses, two days’ pay up front."
Her two white mountains quivered, as from their valley she pulled a roll of notes and
counted out five twenties.
Well at least I can eat for a while, he thought, "Thanks sister. I'm on the case as of
now."
She left her card and his office.
In five minutes George was on his way to Bolton town centre and the pub known as
the Cupboard. Once it was a corner shop run by a kindly old lady known as 'Old
Mother Hubbard'. One night she was burgled, and the place was left empty and bare,
so bare in fact, that the poor old dog had to go without a bone for his supper. She
reopened the place as a boozer and Cock was her head-barman, plus he was
George's main snitch.

"Come on Cock, you know everything that's going on in the underworld, who's
stealing these sheep?"
Cock continued polishing the glasses and then placed them across the bridge of his
nose; he lent forward and whispered, "Well, George boy, I don't rightly know, but
ahhh!" A look of pain spread across his face as he slowly slid below the bar
clutching at an arrow that was sticking out of his chest.
As he hit the deck, the door imploded to reveal Bolton’s finest detective, Chief
Inspector Wolf, and his sidekick Sergeant Sparrow.
"Hello, hello, hello! What have we got here then? George Porgy in trouble again?"
"Who! Me? Not this time Inspector, you can't blame this one on me, I've got
witnesses." He swung a thumb over his shoulder to point at a table in the far corner,
where a game of dominoes was in progress.
"So they're your alibi, are they? They saw it all, did they? Well George my boy, I
think you'd better look again. That lot there are the infamous ‘Three Blind Mice.’ They
were lucky to get away with only losing their tails on their last job. So you can bet
your sweet life that they didn't see a damn thing. Ain't that right boys?" "Sure is
inspector, we ain't seen nuffin."
The inspector peered over the bar at the body. "Right Sparrow, arrest him for the
murder of Cock Robin." This is crazy thought George. I'm being framed. If anyone
killed Cock Robin it would be Sparrow, no one's better than him with a bow and
arrow. He was the school champion five years running.
Forensics couldn't find any bow resin on George's coat sleeve and so were unable to
prove that it was he who fired the arrow. After an hour in the cells they had to release
him, but that hour gave him time to eliminate most of the main suspects, ‘Humpty
Dumpty’ was out of the frame, he'd fallen off the wall and injured himself. As for ‘All
the King's Horses and All the King’s Men’, they were still trying to put Humpty
together again. ‘The Grand Old Duke of York’ couldn't have done it. He was far too
busy marching his men up and down the hill. Though George did suspect him of
being the one who knocked down ‘Jack and Jill.’ Mary Mary just wasn't the type to go
rustling, though she could be quite contrary at times. Then again, she spent most of
her days supervising her ‘Pretty Maids’ all in a row. As for ‘Little Miss Muffet,’ she
was so frightened by a spider that she ran a mile in under three and half minutes. A
new world record I might add. Coward, yes. Rustler, no.
Then it hit him like a right uppercut from ‘Little Boy Blue’. It had to be them ‘Three
Little Pigs.’
"Right you three, I know you rustled the sheep. I also know that you don't have the
brains to run a bath, so who is Mister Big?" "We can't grass on the boss, George,
he'd have us killed."
"Well boys, let’s put it this way, either you squeal, or I'll give you the biggest roasting
you've ever had. It will be that bad even the famous ‘Doctor Foster’ who went to
Gloucester, won't be able to help you."
The three Saddle Backs were so terrified they began to shake and look like Chester
Whites. "Please, George, don't hurt us, it was Chief Inspector Wolf and his mate
Sparrow. Wolf threatened to blow our houses down and Sparrow said he would burn
them with fire arrows."

"Right then, as you were forced into this, I'll ask the court to be lenient."
"Court! We can't go to court! Sparrow's killed once, we could be next."
"You won't need to go to court boys; I've got all the evidence recorded on this here
Tape Worm. Now get those sheep back to their rightful owners. This case is closed."

CORPORAL GEOFFREY CULLWICK RAMC
This is an incredible story of survival against all odds of a Black Country Veteran
who was shipwrecked, endured three years of horrors in a Japanese Prisoner of War
Camp and is one of only a handful of Singapore survivors still remaining.
Corporal Geoffrey Cullwick story is told in the Express & Star published on 5th July
2018. I have extracted some of the article which is appended below and I hope that
you enjoy reading it.
He was a Japanese Prisoner of War for three years, escaped a fatal plane crash by
a twist of fate and defied doctors who once gave him 48 hours to live. But the 94year-old has lived to tell his amazing tale.
Cpl Cullwick was one of almost 130,000 servicemen captured at the disastrous Fall
of Singapore, but is only one of a handful who is alive today.
After being captured by the Japanese he was set to work providing medical care to
fellow prisoners working on the Burma Railway – known as the Death Railway.
The horrors of Cholera wiping out hundreds of prisoners, violence from his captors
and starvation still haunt the pensioner from Smethwick today.
On one day, 2,000 prisoners at the camp were forced to share just a pumpkin,
marrow and a pint of cooked rice.
And after plunging to just four stone in weight Cpl Cullwick admits he thought he
might not make it home.
But the proud ex-serviceman was at an event to mark Armed Forces Day in West
Bromwich, proudly displaying four war medals he has had replaced.

An extraordinary story of survival
Geoffrey was underage when he enlisted, his capture, the terror of Japanese
captivity and his eventual freedom.
He even tells how on release he cheated death again when he was taken off a plane
back to the UK minutes before take-off. The plane later crashed, killing everyone on
board.
Once safe and home he made a full recovery and started a family with his wife Edna.
But his strength has continued to be tested.
He needed a triple by-pass surgery and in 2017 was given just 48 hours to live after
being diagnosed with septicaemia.
He said: “I’ll be quite honest. During the time when I was a POW, I thought that I
would go. I don’t know how I’ve lived so long.”
‘The war is over, you are free.’
The words still bring tears to the eyes of Geoffrey Cullwick more than 70 years after
winning his longed freedom.
Corporal Cullwick was one of 127,500 servicemen to be taken prisoner by the
Japanese following the Fall of Singapore. He would spend three-and-a-half years in
cruel captivity.
He endured gruelling hard labour, was regularly beaten and witnessed hundreds of
fellow soldiers wiped out by cholera while he was providing medical care.
Unlike thousands of others, Corporal Cullwick, who, aged 17, enlisted underage,
survived.
Speaking from his home in Smethwick, the 94-year-old today reveals his story of
capture, survival and freedom for the first time.
He is only one of a handful of veterans still alive to tell their tale.
He joined 197 Field Ambulance Royal Army Medical Corps and began his service
sailing for three months on a journey that took his ship past Iceland, America and
around Africa.
But his ship, the Empress of Asia, while on its way to Singapore, was attacked by
nine Japanese dive-bombers near Sultan Shoal lighthouse on 5th February 1942,
forcing all on 1,100 on-board to abandon ship.
WATCH: Background to the Fall of Singapore

The fall of Singapore explained. He swam to the lighthouse where an Australian
boat took him back to his ship which was on fire and sinking. “The Japanese
attacked and both ends of the ship were on fire and we thought the only way to
escape was to go down the side,” he said. “I climbed down and a piece of wood flew
off a life boat and hit me on the head. “I managed to swim about a mile and a
quarter to the lighthouse. "From there an Australian ship picked me up and took me
back to our ship that was still on fire, I would’ve been better to stay put!” He was
then taken to Singapore where he served during Japanese bombardment before the
British surrender of the island on 15th February 1942.
From there he was incarcerated and would spend more than 1,200 days at various
prisoner camps in the Far East.
“We all expected it and then it happened,” he said.
“The guns were laid down and we were lined up and interviewed. It was the start of a
journey I could never have imagined.”
The Death Railway
He was sent to Changi Prison on the island where he cared for thousands of sick
and injured servicemen.
The Japanese then took him to the Burma Railway, also known as the Death
Railway – a 260-mile route stretching between Ban Pong in Thailand and
Thanbyuzayat in Burma.
There he continued to provide medical care in hospitals lacking medicine.
Open latrines would flood the camp, spreading dysentery amongst prisoners.
A monsoon in the summer of 1943 led to a deadly Cholera outbreak.
“They employed the POWs more or less as slave labour,” he said.

The Japanese index cards categorising the prisoners

“I never actually worked on the railway but feel privileged to have looked after the
sick and injured who did.
“There was an outbreak of cholera in one camp and we burned hundreds bodies.
"You couldn’t bury them, so we had to fell trees and lay the bodies on a big bonfire
because the disease was contagious.
"In one camp, all we were given to eat for the day was one pumpkin, a marrow, and
about a pint of cooked rice and that’s shared between 2,000 men. The conditions
were horrendous.”
But the hell of being a prisoner of war would not last forever.

Freedom
So momentous was the occasion, Corporal Cullwick has to pause and hold back
tears before describing what happened.
“We knew there was something going on but didn’t know what,” he said.
“The Japanese were very nervous. We were called out on parade and we were told
the ‘war is over, you are free’.
“We stood to attention and sang the national anthem. I get very emotional talking
about it.”
When he was released at the end of the war, Corporal Cullwick boarded a Dakota
aeroplane, which was heading towards home. Before take-off he was asked to
disembark as the plane was too heavy with one too many troops on board.
And in a quirk of fate, as he watched the plane fly away little did he know that it
would crash into mountains over Burma, tragically killing all on board. Eventually
after a flight to Yangon – formerly Rangoon – he sailed all the way back to England
in 1945.
But he was unable to see his mother for months because of severe malnutrition,
initially weighing a mere four stone.
He underwent a strict diet of soups before slowly returning to health.
“I was very ill when I arrived in England,” he said.
“They took me to a hospital in Dorset and notified my mother, but she wasn’t allowed
to come and visit me for three months.

“They thought the shock of seeing me could have killed her.”

Geoffrey and Edna Cullwick on their wedding day
Following the war, he continued to serve in the army for four years before working as
a radio and television engineer in West Bromwich.
He married Edna in 1946 and he was told he could never have children, but the pair
would go on to have six children. They also have more than 20 grandchildren.
Edna died after 68 years of marriage, aged 88.
Then, in 1994 Geoffrey survived a triple heart bypass, and last year he defied
doctors who told him he had 48 hours to live after being diagnosed with double
pneumonia and septicaemia.
His latest battle is against skin and prostate cancer.
On Saturday 30th June 2018 the Veteran broke down when hearing the National
Anthem at an event to mark Armed Forces Day at Dartmouth Park in West
Bromwich.

Corporal Cullwick on Armed Forces Day
He attended the day with replacement medals after his originals were lost several
years ago. He holds a Pacific Star, The Defence Medal, War Medal and the 1939-45
Star.
“I broke down when they sang the national anthem,” he said.
“It was very emotional, as if I wasn’t at the parade, but I was back there, on the day
we were released. I wasn’t in the park, I had gone.”

ARMED FORCES COMPENSATION
Information and reports on all MOD compensation schemes including the Armed
Forces Compensation Scheme (AFCS) and other service benefits can be viewed by
going to:
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/armed-forcescompensation?utm_source=be0e79e5-1a01-4fe3-b98b9bb552847221&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuknotifications&utm_content=weekly

VETERANS’ WELFARE SERVICE: USEFUL LINKS FOR THE
SERVICE COMMUNITY
Published 1 January 2014
Last updated 25 July 2018
Service personnel may be able to get advice, help and or support from a charity or
other organisations by visiting the following link:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/veterans-welfare-service-useful-linksfor-service-personnel/useful-links-for-the-service-community for direct links to
relevant bodies.

VETERANS’ GATEWAY
The first point of contact for veterans seeking support
We put veterans and their families in touch with the organisations best placed to help
with the information, advice and support they need – from healthcare and housing to
employability, finances, personal relationships and more. For further information on
Veterans’ Gateway go to the following link:
https://www.veteransgateway.org.uk/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI8Lig2Nmp3AIVZrvtCh39
WA8KEAAYASAAEgIQr_D_BwE

SOLDIER MAGAZINE - JULY 2018 EDITION
The above edition of the Soldier Magazine can be viewed by going to the following
link:
http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/a42b8bf8#/a42b8bf8/1

FORMER MEDIC AND BOLLINGTON COMMUNITY STALWART WILL
LEAVE LASTING LEGACY
Mary Freeman Secretary for the Manchester Branch of the RAMC Association
notified me of the demise of Graham Hibbert

The pictures shown above are of Graham Hibbert (Top) Graham as a National
Serviceman in the RAMC (Bottom) As Mayor of Bollington.
I had the pleasure of writing an article on Graham and his NS exploits in the October
2016 edition of the newsletter. To view the newsletter and in particular the article
view the following link:
http://ramcreunited.co.uk/files/RAMC-REUNITED-NEWSLETTER-23---OCTOBER2016.pdf
Former Mayor of Bollington, Councillor Graham Hibbert, died on Sunday 1st July
aged 82.

From driving fire trucks across Africa, firing the Noon Day Gun in Hong Kong and
being invited to Sandringham to measure the Duke of Edinburgh’s bottom, Councillor
Graham Hibbert has certainly led a colourful life.
But for the Bollington community, Councillor Hibbert will be remembered for his
unwavering dedication to the town, his friendly charm, and his daily walks at the Rec
with his beloved Shih tzu Penny.
He was an active member of countless community groups, including Bollington Town
Council, Bollington Probus, Bollington Discovery Centre and Bollington Civic Society.
Paying tribute, his son Pete, said: “Dad was incredibly hard working and supportive.
His sense of community spirit was endless, he very much believed if you looked after
the community the community will look after you, and that has come over in spades.
“We’ve really been touched by the warmth of the response from the people of
Bollington, it has been incredible.
“He will be sorely missed by us all.”

Originally from Lyme Green, Councillor Hibbert settled on Albert Road, in Bollington,
where he and his wife Elsie lived for 48 years.
He completed his National Service on 14th December 1959 having enlisted in
November 1957 into the Royal Army Medical Corps and was given a rare posting on
a troop ship, on which he sailed around the world.
His work at Lomas Ambulances and with Bollington Fire Station, where he
volunteered for 25 years, gave him the idea to turn Landrovers into ambulances, and
led him to set up MMB International with partner Ian Woodhouse.
As a result he would be responsible for taking his specially adapted vehicles all over
the globe, as well Sandringham, where he was commissioned to build a ‘shooting
wagon’ for the royal household.
Pete added: “He visited so many countries, he was a real globetrotter. He had the
rare honour of firing the Noon Day Gun when he went to Hong Kong, and he went to
Sandringham to measure the Duke’s bottom for a seat.
“He and my mum went down to deliver it and the Duke gave them a two hour tour of
the estate.”
Graham, who was dad to Peter and Jane, and grandfather to Christopher, Samuel
and Matthew, died at Macclesfield Hospital after contracting pneumonia.
David Naylor, clerk at Bollington Town Council, described Graham as a ‘perfect
gentleman’.
He said: “He was a very reliable member of the town council. Until recently he hardly
missed any meeting, and he was very active across the whole gamut, he was on all
the committees and worked very hard for the community.
“Even when he was poorly, he would ring in every day.”

RIP Graham
EDITOR’S CORNER
ANGER MANAGEMENT (CONTINUED)
Anger Management Therapy
Anger management programs offer the individual plenty of information regarding
techniques and strategies for dealing with anger. Is there anger management
therapy available for those who feel the need to take their treatment a step further?
In the early 1970's, a psychiatrist named Aaron T. Beck, M.D, developed an anger
management therapy focusing on problem-solving. This therapy initially called
Cognitive Therapy is now also known as Cognitive-Behavioural Therapy or CBT.
Beck worked with patients for years using his psychiatric knowledge but was

burdened to see his patient's treatment making only slow progress. Beck wanted to
use a more intense approach to anger management therapy.
Cognitive Therapy is a form of anger management therapy which helps a person to
correct or change specific details in their thinking. These details, involving negative
feelings, will likely lead to anger and cause behavioural problems. Beck realized that
it is during the thinking process, negative thoughts are formed which lead to changes
in emotions and behaviour. If an individual could be treated at this stage, helping
them to change their way of thinking, then they would see changes in their emotions
and behavioural pattern. Using strategies and techniques such as relaxation training
and assertiveness training, CBT has proven to be a relatively fast method of
providing an individual with relief and allowing them to experience freedom through
endurance. Cognitive Therapy has proven to be the most effective type of
psychological treatment. Its popularity has spread worldwide and is used by many
qualified professionals to treat individuals with behavioural difficulties such as anger.
Literature about CBT is widely available and there is training in CBT provided for
professionals.
Many people who suffer with anger-related issues avoid therapy. Some think they
don't need it and others see it as a sign of weakness. The opposite can actually be
said of an individual who seeks anger management therapy. They are strong and
determined, willing to take whatever measures necessary to make positive changes
in their life. When a person gets to the point where they can admit they need anger
management therapy, it is essential to find a therapist who makes them feel
comfortable. It is important to be able to communicate easily with a therapist since
this is the person who will help reshape the individual's life. Building a trusting
relationship with their therapist is vital when an individual is committed to therapy, no
matter how long it takes.
Being able to share emotions, whether good or bad, is important in anger
management therapy. It is through sharing and trusting that a person begins to
discover things about themselves. Once these discoveries are revealed, an
individual will begin to work on making changes in their thoughts and emotions which
will lead to positive changes in their lives. Anger management therapy may seem
tough initially but with a trusting therapist, an individual will certainly make progress.
This relationship between the individual and their therapist provides a safety zone, a
place where they can feel free to disclose their innermost thoughts and inhibitions.
Exploring underlying feelings of these thoughts will eventually provide the tools
necessary for success.
Anger management therapy, either CBT or meeting regularly with a therapist, is
definitely beneficial for people striving to work through anger-related issues.
Choosing anger management therapy is a big step and requires the support and
encouragement from family and friends.

Anger Management Tips to use in Stressful Situations
When an individual is dealing with anger issues, usually their emotions evolve when
put in stressful situations. If a difficult incident pops up, often their only way to cope
with it is to put up their defensive side. Becoming angry is probably easier than
dealing with the circumstances. This is unfortunate since anger doesn't solve
anything. Once it subsides, the problem is still there.

There are anger management tips which people can used when found in stressful
situations. If there is a friend or family member who is easy to talk to and
understanding, it might be good to talk to them. When an individual becomes angry
they are incapable of seeing the other side of the problem. Talking to someone may
help them by sharing their side of the story. The friend or family member may be
able to help them sort through their issues and make them look at the situation from
the other side. This anger management tip may work well for some people.
Another great anger management tip is to write down thoughts and feelings during a
fit of anger. The angry individual may feel as if nobody understands or cares about
their problems. Sharing may only cause extra conflict. Lashing out will get them
nowhere. Writing or journaling may help people with anger issues. Without anyone to
talk back or object to what they have to say, it may be help to get their feelings off
their chest. Using writing as an anger management tip may also help in the future
when trying to find the triggers which cause the angry outbursts. Being able to look
back over the information written may provide the person with reasons for their anger
through reading about similar incidents.
Taking a vacation, spending some alone time is another good anger management
tip. Removing oneself from the environment which seems to frustrate and irritate
them may be a wise idea. Being able to get away and reflect on their actions may
help an individual to look at things differently. Given space and time may be positive
for a person with anger issues.
Some people suggest prayer and meditation as anger management tips. Both of
these suggestions involve very personal practices for an individual. Given a chance
to pray and be alone with one's thoughts is a good way to release tension and let the
pressures of life wash away. Letting go of feelings of anger and negative thoughts
would definitely make a positive change in a person's life. Through prayer and
meditation a person is able to dig deep into their minds and souls for answers to their
problems and comfort for their broken spirits.
There are lots of anger management tips which people can practice when the going
gets tough. Tips such as breathe deeply, exercise, get more rest, get out in nature,
find humour in the situation and play or listen to music. These are all recommended
as anger management tips for the person who finds themselves in stressful and
confrontational situations.

6 FIELD AMBULANCE RAMC
Keith Richards a former National Serviceman and Founder of 6 Field Ambulance
RAMC Veterans’ Association served his NS in Thornwood Camp, Epping, which
during the war was an Italian POW Camp.
Sometime ago Keith contacted me requesting that I advertise through the Newsletter
informing our readers that he had formed the 6 Field Ambulance Veterans’
Association and requested that former unit members contact him on
keithrichards1937@yahoo.co.uk I spoke to Keith on 19th July 2018 and he
informed me that he has contacted 54 unit members of which 27 are alive.
As the head of the Regimental Police and the physical training instructor at the camp
in Teazle Mead (Teazel Mead was one of the locations where the 1962 Film

"Password is Courage" British NCO Sergeant-Major Charles Coward (Dirk Bogarde)
escapes from the Stalag VIII-B POW camp and is mistakenly awarded with the Iron
Cross by the Germans). Keith would organise patrols as well as leading a squad
of soldiers running up and down what is now Carpenters Arms Lane with full packs
on their backs.

But it was the rather more relaxed walk up the lane that most of the soldiers
preferred, when they would attend dances with local girls and nurses from St
Margaret's Hospital at Coopersale Village Hall, Institute Road, Epping.
"One danced to a record player and we'd have to compete with RAF boys for the
girls' affections," "We'd fight for the ladies of Epping though, and I remember quite a
few of our boys striking up romances. I'd love to find out if any settled down in the
area."
The retired policeman, who was a coalminer when he entered the barracks, said the
experience educated him in the ways of the world. "Those two years changed me
from a very naive young man into a much more broad-minded person," "I met all
kinds of people and I think what it did for me and many others was it gave us a
sense of comradeship, and that's never been lost.
Keith tracked down one member, George Davies; he was very emotional on the
phone: he cried because he was so surprised I remembered him. But we were a
band of brothers."
He is trying to find a former officer by the name of Captain Levine, who he believes
became a doctor in Chingford before retiring. He would now be in his 80s.

Corporal Keith Richards and Pte Brian Thompson outside the guardroom in
1957

As a result of Keith’s endeavour to find his former brothers-in-arms I thought I would
attempt to trace 6th Field Ambulance’s history. Following the 2 nd Division and the
Unit’s advancement into Germany forming part of the British Expeditionary Force

(BEF) I can find no trace of the unit until I was directed to the April 1953 edition of
the Corps Magazine and in particular the 6 Field Ambulance article where it refers to
the unit move from Tripoli to Falaise Camp, Tel-el-Kebir. There is a discrepancy as
to the date the unit‘s advance party moved into Thornwood Camp; Keith Richards
records
6th FIELD AMBULANCE
6th Field Ambulance Royal Army Medical Corps was part of 2nd Division when war
broke out in August 1914. 2nd Division was one of the first formations to proceed to
France with the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) in August 1914; they remained on
the Western Front throughout the war. It took part in most of the major actions. In
1914 they were in action in The Battle of Mons and the subsequent retreat, The
Battle of the Marne, The Battle of Aisne, the actions on the Aisne heights and First
Battle of Ypres. They took part in the Winter Operations1914-15 and saw action at
The Battle of Festubert and The Battle of Loos. In 1916 they fought in the Battles of
the Somme and the Operations on the Ancre. In 1917 they were in action during the
German retreat to the Hindenburg Line and The Battle of the Selle. 2nd Division was
selected to advance into Germany and formed part of the British Expeditionary
Force.
Keith Richards traced 6th Field Ambulance to Belgium in 1945. I have carried out
extensive checks but the track ends when the unit formed part of the BEF following
WW1.
In an attempt to gain further information on the unit I contacted David Wiggins MA
Assistant Curator, at the Museum of Military Medicine. On searching the records
within the Museum David was able to find three articles which were published in the
in the April and October 1953 and October 1954 editions of the Corps Magazine
which were submitted by the unit. The April 53 edition put the unit in Tripoli and
moving to Falaise Camp, Tel-el-Kebir.

CORPS MAGAZINE APRIL 1953 – 6 FIELD AMBULANCE
Many things have happened to 6 Field Ambulance since we last had our names
appear in the Corps MAGAZINE. The most important occurrence was our move by
air from Tripoli to Falaise Camp, Tel-el-Kebir; and although there is no comparison
between the two locations, we are all together for the first time in twelve months.
Falaise Camp was at one time the hospital in this area, but is has lost its glory of the
past and the only high-lights around here are the searchlights. Barbed wire and
waste land are in abundance and the Sweetwater Canal is as sweet as ever.
Since our arrival we have practically a new unit posted in, and the process of
“sorting,” plus getting the camp to our satisfaction, training and upholding the Corps
tradition in sport, has kept us very busy.
Amongst our various opponents on the football field we have met teams from the
East African Pioneer Group. Both these teams play barefoot, and some of our
uninitiated felt they were taking advantage of our opponents by playing in boots.
This feeling was quickly dispersed when the game started, and a very hard and
clever game ensued. We have their scalps under our belts, and we feel pleased in

our infancy, as both these teams top the local garrison league. It was a very
pleasant surprise to find two of the officers with these units are old Corps Stalwarts,
and it is very gratifying to receive their congratulations on the sporting game played
and the manner these young fellows upheld the sporting tradition of the Corps.
Christmas quickly came round, and in spite of the conditions and surroundings a
grand time was had by all. The social evening on Christmas evening was very good,
and TV has nothing on. The six-a-side football and hockey competitions were fought
out on Christmas morning and during Boxing Day. Hockey played “Navy” fashion
with a rubber puck in lieu of a ball on a somewhat uneven surface, Makes all players
equal in their degree of skill, and the results were undecided up till the last groan. It
is agreed that it is not really a girls’ game.
Indoor games followed on boxing evening, and the stalwarts of a misspent youth
were soon to the front. Judging by the entries and the keen play, these were in the
majority. We feel justified in reporting that the festive spirit was abundant and that
many spending their first Christmas in the Army enjoyed themselves.
Our Commanding Officer, Lieut.-Colonel A.R. Laing, is no stranger to this particular
area and already knows the ropes.
By the time this item reaches press we shall have said cheerio to our chief clerk,
S/Sergeant. R. Dennett. We all wish him the best on his return to “Civvy Street.”

CORPS MAGAZINE OCTOBER 1953 - 6 FIELD AMBULANCE
FALAISE CAMP, MELF
Corps Week started with a Church Parade held at St Mark’s Church, Tel-el-Kebir,
conducted by the Senior Divisional Chaplain. Lieut.-Colonel E.L.O Hood RAMC,
took the salute afterwards. In spite of local difficulties we managed to produce an
attractive programme including trips to Timseh and elsewhere, in which we were
greatly helped by Lieut.-Colonel Young commanding a neighbouring Field
Ambulance.
On Corps Day we played our special brand of six-a-side hockey, in which Pte
Jones’s team emerged victorious. The Commanding Officer presented the prizes at
the Company dinner, which was held in the traditional style later on. The Band of the
1st Border regiment helped the evening to go with a real swing. On Thursday we
played we played a “30-over” match with our old friends and rivals the RAOC, an
exciting game with a close finish. At the swimming gala on Friday our team won the
Inter-Unit Relay. The Military Families’ Hospital, who organized the whole
successful affair, are much to be congratulated.
The WO’s and Sergeants held their reunion dinner on 22nd June at the Greek Club,
Ismailia. This was organized by the WOs’ and Sergeants of 20 Para Field
Ambulance, and was a resounding success. A happy ending to Corps Week was a
dinner held in the Sergeants’ Mess of the Station Hospital on Saturday night,
organized by the WOs and Sergeants of the hospital and ourselves.
Finally, we must mention the highly successful cocktail party given by the Tel-elKebir officers and our own held in the hospital mess.

The best of luck to our departing Commanding Officer, Lieut.-Colonel AR Laing and
a hearty welcome to Lieut.-Colonel ELO Hood his successor.

CORPS MAGAZINE OCTOBER 1954 – 6 FIELD AMBULANCE, MELF
On 20th June we regretfully said goodbye to Lieut.-Colonel ELO Hood. At the same
time we were pleased to welcome Lieut.-Colonel A B Dick TD, who has come from
the Sudan to take over command of the unit.
The reputation of this unit within the Division and the Command has reached an “all
time high” in recent months. The start of it all seemed to be when our unit fire fighting team in the face of some strong opposition, won the Tel-el-Kebir Garrison
Championship and was presented with a handsome cup. Following closely on this
came the cooks, who put on a show in their own particular department which carried
off the 3rd Infantry Division Catering Competition Shield. This was presented at a
parade by the new Divisional Commander, Major-General J B Churcher, on his
second visit to the unit in four weeks.
Early in June we had much pleasure in welcoming the DMS and ADMS od the Arab
Legion, and a Corps Flag was presented to them on parade. In return the DMS,
Arab Legion, kindly presented to Lieut.-Colonel Hood an Arab Legion head-dress.
Later in the month we were visited by the ADMS, 1 st Infantry Division and the CO’s of
No 2 and 35 Field Ambulances.
On 9th July the DMS, GHQ MELF, Major-General WAD Drummond on his third visit
in two months, bade us farewell after presenting St John Ambulance certificates at a
parade. We also had a glimpse of the new DMS Major-General FJ O’Meara. This
unit now has the distinction of being the first in the British to have achieved 100 per
cent of personnel of all arms qualified for the St John certificate in first aid.
Corps Week was celebrated in traditional style with the competitions in hockey,
cricket, tug-of-war, darts, deck tennis and table tennis. At the Corps Swimming Gala
in Moascar, Pte Smith won the 220 yards free style race and the unit team was
second in the relay race.
It is with great regret that we end these notes in a minor key by having to record the
death of Sergeant T W Timmins. This very popular NCO was killed as a result of a
vehicle accident while at a camp in the Suez area. He was interred at Fayid after a
military funeral.
I have recently been in communication with Keith Richards who informed me that the
advance party for Thornwood Camp consisted of 12 soldiers who were based at Le
Cateau Barracks, Colchester. It would appear this move would have taken place
during 1953 (exact dates cannot be established)
It is unclear whether an advance party was sent from Tel-el-Kebir to support the
Colchester element.
The last entry published in the Corps magazine for 6 Field Ambulance from Tel-elKebir was October 1954 and, there is no indication within the article that the unit was
moving. One has to presume that the unit moved from Egypt to Epping during
October and the end of 1954. I am informed by Keith that the Unit was fully

Operational in early 1955 under the Command of Lieutenant Colonel Edwin George
Wright OBE.
The Unit was disbanded in late 1959 and apparently replaced by a Medical Support
Unit.

Some of the Unit members as portrayed by Alan Rolph
Alan Rolph also served his time in 6 Field Ambulance as National Serviceman. He is
an outstanding cartoonist and captured some of the moments in his drawing book.
Alan has four books covering his time at Thornwood Camp and he has granted me
permission to share them with you on the understanding that Alan has overall
copyright for the drawings and they are not to reproduced without his permission.
Having viewed the cartoons, I think members will be able to relate to the content and
some might remind you of situations which may have affected you.

BOOKLET ONE – THORNWOOD CAMP
I have appended below a number of cartons which I have extracted from Alan’s
pocket drawing book No 1.

CARTOONS FROM THORNWOOD CAMP

The following cartoons were drawn by Alan Rolph whilst serving his National Service
at the Camp.

THE FRIENDS OF MILLBANK
“Our Members enjoy tea on the
lawns”
The chairman and committee of the Friends of Millbank
Invite you to the Annual Garden Party
Commencing at 1500
Saturday 25 August
Hosted by Mrs Margaret Bench at 201 Richmond Road Kingston upon Thames
KT2 5DD
Public Transport Richmond Railway Station then 65 bus to Dulstone Road or
Kingston Railway Station then 65 bus to Latchmere Road Car Parking in front
of house or in adjacent side streets
Registration is essential As numbers are limited Please email me
frankeadavis@gmail.com
Dress as for Royalty
Published by the Chairman 2018

THE FRIENDS OF MILLBANK
“Our Members look at plastic surgery in the First World War”
The chairman and committee of the Friends of Millbank
invite you to a
Lecture commencing at
6.30 p.m. Friday 10 August 2018
Registration and refreshments
From 5.30 pm

at the
Chelsea College of Arts
16 John Islip Street, London SW1P 4JU
(Formerly the Royal Army Medical College)

Two complementary
presentations:

The psychological effects
of facial injury in the First
World War
Andrew Bamji

Facial Reconstruction in
Italy
Emily Stone

Entrance to the Chelsea
College of Art and Design is
the Atterbury Street Entrance
Nearest Underground Station
is Pimlico on the Victoria Line

Published by the Chairman 2018

RAMC VETERAN ATTENDS THE WARRIOR GAMES
RAMC Veteran Michael Bond aged 50 has been suffering the effects of PostTraumatic Stress Disorder since an incident in Cyprus in 1991 and from when he
was serving in Bosnia in 1994. Michael attended the Warrior Games in Colorado
Springs and states “It pushed me right out of my comfort zone and I am better for it.”
Members can read more on the article by going to:
https://www.rugbyadvertiser.co.uk/sport/more-sport/warrior-games-experienceworth-more-than-any-medals-for-former-soldier-1-8564836

THE RAMC DURING THE LIBERATION OF BERGEN-BELSEN
15 April 1945 British Forces liberated Belsen-Bergen camp.
As it drove into Germany, the 11th Armoured Division occupied the Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp on April 15, 1945, following an April 12 agreement with the
retreating Germans to surrender the camp peacefully. When the 11th Armoured
Division entered the camp, its soldiers were totally unprepared for what they found.
Inside were more than 60,000 emaciated and ill prisoners in desperate need of
medical attention. More than 13,000 corpses in various stages of decomposition lay
littered around the camp.
Major General James Alexander Deans Johnston who was the senior MO
despatched an immediate message to VIII Corps for medical aid, and the 17th April
saw the arrival of 32 Casualty Clearing Station, 11 Light Field Ambulance, and 30
Field Hygiene and Sanitation.
11LFA were tasked with to nurse and feed, in order to evacuate to Wermacht
Barracks where 32 CCS set up a new hospital area.
The death rate at the point was between 400 and 500 per day, and due to the
indefatigable efforts of the RAMC this was brought down to 100 a day.
A ceremony was held on 21st May 1945 and the last prisoner block was burnt to the
ground.
I've found a link to The Relief of Belsen, a film which highlights the great work of the
Royal Army Medical Corps during the horrors of the task.
It's not a brilliant copy, best played at speed 1.25, quality 720p HD - it might work
better for you on different settings.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=atD-zqSpsNo
The above was extracted from the RAMC Association Central Group on FB which Di
Donnelly posted. Thank you Di for bringing this to my attention.

23921727 PTE ANTHONY DAVID KENT - 1 ROYAL ANGLIAN
Dr John Black who has written a few articles for this Newsletter is trying to trace “Tony
Kent.” his email to me is appended below. If any members know this gentleman would you
please contact me at michael.mccran@gmail.com
“Hi Mick
I am sending you a document from 1965 related to an immediate operation award of a BEM
to 23921727 Pte Anthony David Kent 1 R Anglian. The citation for his award is given saved
his platoon sergeant’s life in Aden. Although Tony Kent was not in the RAMC he was a
junior tradesman at Rhyl in A Company Cassino Platoon and I knew him quite well there. I
believe that he came from Norwich. I am attempting to find out what may have happened
to Tony and whether life was good to him later. I would be grateful if you could just insert
an entry into the next RAMC Re-Unite magazine. I am thinking for my next project to write
a history about JTR Rhyl.
Best wishes
John”

BIKE TOURS FOR THE WOUNDED - D-DAY NORMANDY TOUR 2018
– CAPTAIN ANDY GAME RAMC
I have been involved with Bike Tours for the Wounded (BT4TW) for the last 5 years
when I volunteered to go to the United States and ride a Harley Davidson on a Route
66 tour while carrying a wounded Veteran from the Royal Welsh Regiment. Dale had
lost the whole of one leg and suffered brain injury. However, the trip had a massively
positive effect on him and the other veterans. Taking part in a challenging event
alongside other wounded veteran pillion riders and having the ability to share their
stories with volunteer riders who are willing to listen really made a difference to them,
and me, so much so that I have continued to volunteer and help raise money and
support other veterans ever since. All volunteer riders pay the full amount for their
trip, allowing all money raised to fund the veterans to attend these life changing
events.
The Normandy D-Day tour is one such event that raises funds for the wounded,
while also being attended by wounded veterans and serving soldiers currently on
WIS. This 8-day trip takes in all the major battlefield sites of the Normandy Invasion,
and as the Battlefield Tour Guide I give talks to bring the tour to life.

I left The UK with the advance party on the 31 May to get to the campsite and
establish camp for the 32 riders and pillions that would arrive the next day. The ferry
from Poole to Cherbourg was uneventful and after a 30min ride to the camp site next
to Utah Beach it was straight into erecting 15 tents and the large gazebo field kitchen
and dining area. Then it was time to chill and run over the itinerary with Mark from
BT4TW and Chris another volunteer, together we would be shepherding the 19 bikes
and their riders and pillions around Normandy, at the area’s busiest time of the year!
The next day we rode back to the Ferry Terminal to meet the riders while Amy, Milly
and Bekkie from BT4TW met all the WIS foot passengers and loaded their luggage
into the support vehicle. Soon the WIS had met
their riders for the week, changed into bike kit
and we were ready to hit the road back to the
campsite to get everyone established.

Tour day 1 (2nd
June) kicked
off with a ride to the
West flank of
the D-Day Beaches
to a famous
battle site between
the American
beaches of Omaha
and Utah.
Pointe du Hoc was
where the US
Rangers led by Lt
Col James
Rudder, assaulted
up the cliffs to
take the battery of
guns there that
threatened the
assault troops
on the US beaches.
Standing at the
Ranger Memorial
on the cliff top,
I talked the group through the build up to the attack on the morning of June the 6th
1944, and the things that went wrong, right through to the costly success of the
attack and the arrival of re-enforcements 2 days later.
From there we moved
onto Arromanches, the
site of the famous British
Mulberry Harbour, the
key to the successful
invasion which allowed
the Allies to land
thousands of tons of
supplies, equipment and
men each day once the
beaches where taken. An
engineering miracle,
floated across the
Channel and sunk in
place, this artificial harbour had to supply all of the landings after the US Mulberry
harbour further along the coast was destroyed in a storm a few days into the
operation, right up until the Ports of Cherbourg and Caen were taken and cleared.

Tour day 2 (3rd June) was an early start to ride down to the US Cemetery above
Omaha Beach, this was the beach that took the most
casualties during the invasion and is depicted in the film
‘Saving private Ryan’. Due to the high terrain behind the
beach the American Troops were funnelled into exit
points that were covered with heavy defences. The cost
would be over 2000 killed and injured to secure the
beach, compared to the 257 casualties at Utah beach.
The immaculate Cemetery is the resting place of over
9000 US Soldiers from the D-Day landings and fighting
to secure the towns, villages and cities inland from the
beaches. It is also the resting place of the two Niland
Brothers, Robert and Preston, killed in action on the 6th
and 7th of June respectively. It is these brothers along

with their siblings Frederick
and Edward that the film
‘Saving Private Ryan’ was
based upon. Edward was
also believed to have been
killed in action in Burma a
few weeks before the
invasion, but was in fact a
POW and released at the
wars end. Frederick was
the ‘Ryan’ in the film and removed from the fighting after a few days and sent home and
served as a Military Policeman in New York until the end of the war. This was all done so
that the Niland family would not lose all its sons. The cemetery also has an amazing
visitors centre showing films of the build up to the invasion as well as personal
stories from those who took part in the landing and those laid to rest there. From
there we headed in convoy to the Operation Overlord museum for some free time to
explore this large museum and all its weapon, vehicles and stories from the landings.

Tour day 3 (4th
June) was
another day of
cemeteries
starting with the
largest WW2
British
Commonwealth
War Graves
Commission
Cemetery in
France,
situated on the
outskirts of
Bayeux, the
resting place of
4,600 British soldiers. A sombre day as the riders and pillions looked amongst the
graves for members of their Regiments, while others used the detailed plot books in
the shelter to find the graves of relatives and went off to pay their respects at the
graves.

Time was taken for refreshments in the museum close by before we moved onto the
German Cemetery at Cambes. The idea of the day was to allow those riding to
experience the stark difference in the way different countries respect their War Dead,
and to allow the paying of respects for all who made the Ultimate Sacrifice for their
Country. The German cemetery is the resting place of 21,000 German soldiers in a
space no bigger than the British Cemetery. Due to the numbers the graves are all
multiple occupancy and are marked with stone tablets on the ground rather than
individual head stones. Dominated by the large central mound and massive Oak
trees it has a distinctively different feel to the other cemeteries.

One of the graves at the cemetery is the resting place of German SS Panzer Ace
Michael Wittman and his Tiger Tank Crew. Wittman was
responsible for the loss of 14 tanks, 15 personnel carriers and 2
anti-tank guns from the British 7th Armd Div, in the space of 15
minutes during the Battle of Villers-Bocage on the 13 June 1944.
Eventually his tank was cornered by tanks from the 1 st
Northamptonshire Yeomanry, the 144 Royal Tank Regiment and
the 27th Canadian Armoured Regiment in Aug 1944 and destroyed.
However, there are still arguments about who finally destroyed the
Tiger Tank, with even the Allied Air Force claiming the kill.
Leaving the cemeteries, we headed back to camp via a stop in the
Town of Saint-mere-Eglise, the first French town to be liberated on
the night of the 5th June 1944 by troops of 82nd and 101st US
Airborne Regiments. This was made famous by the story of Pvt John Steele who
found himself hung up in his chute from the church tower. He survived the night and
was captured but was soon released as the town was taken. John Steele was made
an honorary citizen of the town and would return to the town as a veteran each year
during D-Day week and spend an hour hanging from the church in his harness, he
passed away in 1969.
Tour day 4 (5th June) Today it was time to visit the British Beaches of Gold and
Sword and the Canadian Beach of Juno. The weather was the same as 74years
previously, the day that D-Day should have happened but was delayed by the high
winds and rain that greeted
us as we emerged from our
tents. But we kitted up and
headed out on the longer
morning ride to Sword and
Gold Beeches. The open
terrain behind the beaches on
the East flank of the invasion
allowed the British and
Canadians to suffer much
lower casualties than the
nightmare of Omaha Beach.
Although the beaches where
still heavily defended the
landing troops were not so
concentrated, and had more
room to manoeuvre. Also, unlike Omaha where the swimming tanks had sunk on
route to the beach as they had been launched too far out in heavy seas, the troops
here had tank support to help them off the beaches. In total approx. 1,400 men were
killed securing the 3 beaches. However the total casualty figures for the invasion,
including the airborne landings on the night of the 5th June would be 10,500 Killed,
wounded and missing.

Leaving the Beaches we headed to Merville Gun Battery. This fortified gun position
was a threat to the British beaches and the mission to silence it was given to troops
of the Parachute Regiment and Royal Engineers under the command of Lt Col
Terence Otway. He was to parachute in with 700 men and 3 Gliders of Engineers
and supplies. On the night he reached the RV to find that only 150 men and no
gliders had made it to the form up point. Also, the bombers had missed the target
and hit the drop zone. So, Lt Col Otway attacked with the 150 men through the mine
fields and took the Battery, but the cost was high and he lost a further 75 men in
doing so. An incredible story of bravery that was bought to life by being there and
seeing the emplacements and artefacts from the battle.
Tour day 5 (6th June D-Day!) As had been the case 74 years ago the weather broke
and the rain stopped as we prepared to ride to probably the most iconic symbol of
the British contribution of the operation;
Pegasus Bridge. The amazing story of
the 6 Gliders that landed men of the Ox
& Bucks Light Infantry led by Maj John
Howard, at the 2 bridges across the
Caen Canal and Orne River to secure
the Eastern flank against German
reinforcements, cannot be forgotten.
The first house liberated on the night
before D-day was Café Gondrée, which
sits right next to the bridge. The café is
now a shrine to the airborne forces, and
is still run by the Gondrée Family.
Madam Gondrée, who was a little girl
and present on the night of the assault, still loves to chat with returning veterans as
she serves coffee and pastries. The house became a make shift Aid Station during
the battle and the time it took for the British reinforcements to reach them from the
beaches. The bridge has since been changed for a more modern version, but the
original with its battle scars sits in the Pegasus bridge museum next to the new
bridge and is an amazing place to visit.
Moving across the bridge after a lovely cup of coffee at the café, I led the group to
the landing site of Maj Howard’s glider, which landed only yards from the bridge and
undetected by the
German guards.
Here I gave a talk
on the operation
that against all the
odds succeeded
and secured the
flank. In only 10
minutes the bridges
were secured and

the code words “Ham and Jam” were sent to inform the HQ that the bridges were
taken and intact. Unfortunately, the first death of the invasion would occur when
LCpl Fred Greenhalgh was thrown unconscious from the glider into the adjacent
pond on landing, unnoticed in the dark he drowned. Also, the first death of the
invasion due to enemy action would also happen here when Lt Den Brotheridge led
the charge across the bridge and in destroying a machine gun post was mortally
wounded in the neck by a machine gun position in depth.
Leaving Pegasus Bridge for the long ride from the East Flank and back to our camp
site on the West we broke the journey with a stop at another impressive gun battery.
Longues sur Mur Battery sits on the top of the cliffs overlooking the beaches and
was a threat to the British Gold and US
Omaha Beaches. This site is unusual as
the guns here were four retired Krupp KC36
152mm Naval Long Range Guns in purpose
built casements and manned by German

Naval Gun crews. The guns are still in
place and featured in the film ‘The
Longest Day’. The silencing of this
battery fell to the Navy after the Air
Force had heavily bombed the site the day before D-Day. This bombing had
destroyed the communication lines between the fire control bunker on the cliff edge
and the gun emplacements. As the guns did fire during the invasion it was lucky that
they were firing blind and without accurate fire control. The accurate radar controlled
guns of the USS Arkansas, HMS Ajax, HMS Argonaut and the French Cruiser
Georges Leygues managed to silence the battery with the last gun put out of action
by 1900hrs on the 6th June. The site was eventually captured without resistance from
the German Navy on the 7th June by the 2nd Battalion of the Devonshire Regiment.
The site then became a forward airfield and Anti-aircraft guns being sited on top of
the casements.
Tour day 6 (7th June) having adjusted the itinerary due to the weather the last day
of the tour became a free ride day which allowed riders and their pillions to choose
where they wanted to go to. There is so much to do in Normandy that some riders
chose to visit places we had passed and that were not on the itinerary for the week,
others used it to have a rest day from the busy week or go and by some souvenirs
from town for family members at home.

Some decided to accompany the tour leaders, Mark, Chris and myself, to a place
called Dead Man’s Corner. We had seen this place a few times and wanted to carry
out a recce to see if it was worth
adding to the itinerary next year.
We weren’t disappointed! The
building on a strategic road
junction was a German SS HQ
and Aid Station and as such
was heavily defended. The
name comes from the
unfortunate incident involving a
Sqn of US Stewart Light Tanks
that left the beaches and
headed to Carentan. The lead
tank was destroyed by a
German Panzerfaust (Anti-tank)
team, and the fighting was so
intense that the tank or its killed crew could not be recovered for 4 days. The dead
commander was left half out of the turret, and the place became known as the
‘corner with the dead man’ Eventually becoming known as Dead Man’s Corner. An
amazing museum which also boasts a Dakota Simulator built in a real Dakota
airframe, as well as holographic technology where you are subjected to a mission
briefing before boarding the Dakota for your drop into Normandy on the 5th June. We
agreed that we would be adding this to next year’s trip. After a great final day, it was
time to head back to camp and start the camp break down ready to head off the next
day to catch the ferry back the UK.

This was my 4th time on the tour and my 3rd time helping to lead the trip. Seeing the
difference, it makes to the Wounded, Injured and Sick Veterans and Serving soldiers
makes giving up leave to attend more than worthwhile. Every one of them enjoyed
the trip, the camaraderie of spending time with other Serving members and
Veterans, the freedom of being on a bike and the ability to talk and share
experiences put smiles on everyone’s faces. It was also great to know that the
money raised from this trip would go a long way to funding other WIS Serving
Personnel and Veterans on further trips to the America. I thoroughly enjoy leading
these trips and riding with professionals like Mark and Chris, and working with Amy,
Bekkie and Milly who did an amazing job of supporting the wounded and feeding us
all week! All working together for the benefit and safety of those we are leading and
delivering an experience that helps individuals come to terms with their injuries and
illnesses and realise that they are still valued as people and members of society.
Giving something back to those who have given so much.

I’d also like to thank everyone who took the time to donate to my Giving Page to
support the work that Bike Tours for the Wounded do. It really is appreciated. If
anyone would still like to there is a link to my page below. Thank you.
https://normandy2018.everydayhero.com/uk/andy-s-d-day-challenge-2018

NETLEY ABBEY MATTERS
Brenda Findlay who is involved in the keeping alive of Royal Victoria Hospital Netley
has informed me that the website is now up and running. Readers can access it by
going to: www.netleyabbeymatters.co.uk
The Royal Victoria Hospital and Military Cemetery at Netley can be viewed by going
to www.netley-military-cemetery.co.uk

ARMY MEDICAL SERVICES - MEDICS, NURSES AND SURGEONS
Wherever you find the British Army, you will find the Army Medical Services (AMS)
who can deploy at short notice anywhere in the world to provide medical support.
Please go to and view a series of you tube videos relating to the above subject and
click on the "PLAY ALL" button:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLv-jN2vurolbLY5O3j-p6CTBp8sN02vk5

JOHN THOMAS BAKER RAMC - WWII VETERAN
The following story has been brought to my attention and feel that our readers would
find it interesting.

.

ABSENT BRETHERN
Doc Ensor passed away on Saturday 7th July 2018.
John Hannigan served in Aden as a Trooper 17/21 Lancers from September 1961 to
October 1962. He transferred into the RAMC and went back to Aden with 24 Field
Ambulance as a Private from March 1967 to September 1967.
Graham Hibbert served his National Service from November 1957 8until 14tyh
December 1959. He passed away on Sunday 1st July 2018, aged 82. Graham’s
Funeral took place at St Oswald's Church Bollington on Tuesday 24th July 2018 at
13:00 hours.
Tony “Ginge” Norton a former Operating Theatre Technician passed away on
Monday 23rd July 2018.
Geoff Vooght another Operating Theatre Technician passed away. Details unknown

