APRIL 2017 EDITION RAMC REUNITED NEWSLETTER
TRIBUTE TO WW II VETERAN

Evelyn May Smith
The following was brought to my attention and I felt it needed to be shared amongst
us. What an amazing woman.
Glowing tributes were paid to retired Royal Air Forces Association Jamaica member
Evelyn May Smith at a thanksgiving service for her life on Tuesday at Garrison
Church of the Ascension inside Up Park Camp, the Jamaica Defence Force
headquarters in Kingston.
Evelyn Smith, who died on February 16, 2017 at the age of 102, was a World War II
veteran, having joined the Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATS), the women’s branch of
the British Army, in 1943. She also served until 1949 in the Royal Army Medical
Corps which saw her travelling to countries in Europe to tend to injured soldiers.
Known to many people as Matron, Evelyn was born in Falmouth. She received her
education at Gordon Martin Grammar School and Alpha Girls’ School.
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She spent a number of years in New York working at various hospitals and training
numerous women, served her community and local churches in various capacities,
was secretary for the Jamaica Legion; and was a long-time member of St John’s
Ambulance Association.
The Royal Air Forces Association Jamaica (580) Branch (RAFA), in its tribute to
Smith, noted that in 1947 while she was serving in the ATS, she received an Imperial
Government Scholarship which allowed her to study nursing at Crumpall Hospital in
Manchester, England.
“She subsequently did post-graduate studies in plastic surgery and radium therapy,”
the RAFA said. “On her return to Jamaica, She worked at Kingston Public Hospital
as nurse in charge of the Radium Clinic and Matron at the then King George V
Jubilee Memorial Sanatorium (now the Chest Hospital). After retiring from nursing,
she opened Kingsgate Retirement Home, which she ran until she was 94.
“Among her awards are the Defence Medal and the War Medal for her service in
World War II, as well as a Certificate of Merit from the Government of Jamaica in

appreciation of her outstanding public service in the Kendal railway disaster in 1957.”
The RAFA, in closing, quoted a verse from Robert Laurence Binyon’s poem:
‘For the Fallen’
They shall grow not old, as we are left grow old,
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn,
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
We will remember them.
Evelyn’s body was interred at Briggs Park, the military cemetery inside Up Park
Camp.

SUPPORTING Ex FORCES FAMILIES WITH PTSD
Martin McConnell raises money for the above which is a very worthwhile cause. I
have extracted from the Supporting Ex Forces Families With PTSD Facebook Group
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/555286441273635/) the following message
from Martin.
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“Evening Guys,
As we so near to our 2nd year total of £20,000 I would like to take this opportunity to
personally thank everyone one of you, from the guys who just write the occasional
message of support, or the guys who donate money to the Gofund account silently,
or to the people who donate goods for us to sell or auction, or the guys who help out
with the admin, too the guys who week after week bid on our auctions.
Without all of you we would be nothing. In 2 weeks we will be going into our 3rd year,
I can’t believe how time has flown. I am very proud to have you all in the group
supporting our cause :)

We are still trying to become a Charity but that takes time, but I am sure at some
point we will succeed. Patience is a virtue.
Over this period of time I have had the pleasure in meeting some of you guys. I have
made new friends, and have had some real highs and lows, but you have always
supported me. I had the pleasure in representing our Fund in Jersey and meeting the
Charity H4H Jersey founders Dawn and Richard Woodhouse and seeing first-hand
how the funds that we have raised helps families.
This year we have 2 events the 1st being in May at Santa Pod with I hope 10-15
bikes and riders, and the 2nd being the 200mph challenge in August. I hope some of
you will find the time to come and visit us on these events. All the support we get on
these days would be really appreciated.

So once again thank you all for all of your support over the last 2 years, and putting
up with my whinging, whining, and begging. Sorry but I will be with you for another
year lol.
Ps When I say Guys I mean Male, Female, or other LOL Thanks”

MY TIME IN THE ARMY
Graham ‘Spot’ Mottley took up the challenge and has written and submitted the
following articles about ‘His time in the army’. These articles are appended below
along with a couple of poems that he has written. I would like to thank Spot for
sharing his memories with us.
A BOY IN THE ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS
In 1964 I became a 16 year old boy soldier in the Royal Army Medical Corps.
I arrived in the May of 64 and though I felt home sick very quickly we really did not
have time during the day, to feel anything but work.
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For the first 8 weeks it was inspections, drill, PT, parades and more inspections.
The army was getting the civvies out of us and pushing the soldier in to our body and
mind.
Our SSM came round to see us on the second day and asked our names, and to
inform us of any nick name we would get. He got to a Welsh lad, he was Taffy the
Scots were Jock a lad called White was Chalky we had Titch, Lofty and then he got
to me. Name! Mottley, sir. Mottley! What sort of name is that? Mine, sir. Well he said
it’s got to be Motters, no he said Spotters. Spotters Motters, now that sounds alright.
It did not take long for it to be cut down to Spot. And that stayed for the rest of my life
in the forces, even my son calls me this, 50 years later.

One evening about 7pm sorry 1900hrs the SSM (Squadron Sergeant Major) paid our
section a visit, we could hear him shouting in the corridor so we all just stopped what
we were doing and stood by our beds. It seemed the correct thing to do.
He came in our room and said, get that horrible SH 1 T out of the wash room and to
my office, now. He then, just disappeared. We all stood there and looked at each
other and wondered what to do. We went into the wash room not knowing what we
would find.
Nobody was in the wash room and one of the lads said “God look what I have
found.” In the toilet was the biggest SH 1 T any of us had ever seen. Whoever
passed that must have been in agony. Flush it away says one of the lads. No way, if
we do that we will more than likely end up in jail. One of the lads said you’re the
medic it’s your job, I did point out, that this was not first aid, but the fact that he was
bigger than me, made sense. One of the lads got paper and I used two pan brushes
to get the turd out of the toilet. The turd was wrapped up in the parcel and 3 of us
took it to the SSM’s office. “What the f--k do you want” was the first thing the orderly
corporal asked? One of us said “We have brought the turd down for the SSM as
ordered.” “What” said the Corporal? I then started to say it again and half way
through my sentence he assured me he had heard the first time. So there we were
the three of us stood to attention the package in my hand. The corporal had got the
SSM, and I must admit he was not shouting and told us what he had seen. A young
boy soldier was in the washroom crying and told the SSM that he wanted his mother
and to go home. That being the reason he wanted the little SH 1 T to be escorted to
his office.
By the time we got there he was long gone. Now says the SSM what are we going
to do with the SH 1 T you have in your hands. I really don’t care says the SSM just
get rid. As we marched away he shouts out “DON’T FORGET TO WASH YOUR
HANDS”, with a lot of laughter. We had, had a personal hygiene lesson that day.
We certainly had, by this time, almost got rid of our civvies brain for an Army one.
Next day we found out that the little sod that had been crying, had been discharged.
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The turd, ended up in the bin at the back of the Sergeants Mess.
Those days in Boy service were to say the least, were good, once you had passed
out of the intake and stopped being a NIG (New intake Group) and moved up to your
Company mine was A Company Anzio Platoon. Most of us did not know it but we
now had our khaki brain in gear and started to fit in with the unit and other lads.
We started our trade training; some went to whatever they were to train for.
For me it was medical training. The one thing that let me down, as it still does to
date, spelling!!!!!
The Oesophagus (food pipe) was to let me down. I spelt it Esophagus.
The Sergeant doing our training hated spelling mistakes and told me to write it out
500 times and spelt it on the chalkboard. Out of the 500 times that I spelt
Oesophagus, I spelt it correctly once. After that for some reason I spelt it
Oesophgus. The next day I had to do it 1000 times. God, how I hated home work.
But the medical training was good, interesting and at times fun.
As with all my army life from then on, the practical side I found easy it was the written
stuff that held me back.
As we made progress through the months we were sent to a hospital in Rhyl to face
the blood and bones of casualty. I was not any good but I truly loved the rush when
the injured arrived. I certainly then knew I was in the correct job.
One of the lads I was training with was Foxy Reynard. His regimental number was
23952470. How it happened, I do not know, but we were told that he was walking
back from Rhyl and was hit by a car and died. This was when I felt the pain of death
for the first time.

We did have some bad times at Rhyl. As most soldiers will tell you, most were good.
The day we were in the Gym for an instance. Our instructor Sergeant O’Bee, (who
had a hair lip) was late, so a friend and I put on some boxing gloves that were the
size of a house. I was just saying come on boys let’s see if you can box, just the way
Sergeant O’Bee would say it. At that very moment the Sergeant appeared, my mate
and I threw down the gloves and jumped out of the ring. “Take the Pith out of me
would you. Both of you get in the ring and put the gloves on again” said Sergeant
O’Bee.
As my friend and I got ready, I said “you hit me and I will hit you just make it look
good.” As we turned around I could see our good Sergeant had his own gloves on.
Now he said come on boys, let’s see how you box against ME! Well we ran around
that ring with the Sergeant chasing both of us. He would hit rather than punch mostly
on top of the head, and it felt like a being hit with a heavy pillow.
Life was really good and, after 13 weeks we were given leave to go home.
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One encounter that stayed with me for the rest of my army life was the day we were
sent into an ambush whilst on an exercise. As soon as shots were fired I hit the
ground and made my way around the area that the shots were coming from. I went
through nettles ditches and stayed real quite. I had done this before in the Army
Cadet Force and loved it. When I got around the area I could see two of our regular
Sergeants firing down on the patrol. They had no idea that I was behind them, and
being quite sure that I could not shot at them even with blank ammunition. I just said
stop shooting and hold up your hands. Within a second they had both turned round
and fired shots at me. They did congratulate me on getting behind them and when I
mentioned that I really was afraid to shoot. They told me I should have fired two
shots in the air. I certainly learnt a lesson that day. But it was not the first time that I
was not sure if I should shoot or not.
I passed out as a boy soldier December 1965, I had been asked about posting and I
had this notion to go to Borneo, I rather fancied the jungle. As it was I got posted to
Aden 24 Field Ambulance and after Christmas leave and a few weeks back at Rhyl, I
flew out to Aden on the 11 May 1966. 3 days after my 18th birthday.
MEDIC IN ADEN

All of us that spent the time in Aden have our stories. I only hope I can get this one
correct. I am sure there are enough left to put me right.
It was at the camp call Mukieras. I was one of the medics attached to the
Northumberland Fusiliers. A good bunch of lads to be stationed with, in fact one of
the best soldiers that I have ever had the privilege to go on a night or day patrol.
We were to go on a night patrol to catch the (let’s call them) enemy, who were doing
a lot of weapon smuggling in that area. All day the unit had been back and forth to
the range area to collect and fill sand bags. A decoy if the enemy were watching. On
the last trip out the patrol I was in got into the 4 tonner and hid. At the range we all
dropped of the lorry and hid up till it started to get dark. I think we were due to pull
out at 1700hrs, when Sergeant Bell asked the radio op for a radio check. For one
reason or another he could not get the radio to start. Sergeant Bell said he was not
prepared to go on patrol without the radio. I think he told our op to fix it, not quite in
them words. When the radio was fixed we were to traverse a track up the side of the
hill. As I understand the Local army was to throw up a few mortars to clear the area
at a pre- selected time. As it was, the radio took 15 minutes to fix – likely not
switched on. Sergeant Bell gave the order to pull out and just after we started to
move out, we had a volley of mortars fall in front of us. If the radio had been
working, that’s the area we would have been in. We did continue with the patrol but
nothing came of it.
I am not sure of the result of the near miss with what would have been called today
as a blue on blue. I do remember Sergeant Bell throwing a wobbly when we returned
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after the patrol. The only injury sustained was one of the lads had a slight cut on his
knee. But even so, I wonder why the radio did not work.
I had the privilege of serving with a few regiments up country at Dahlia, Habalyn,
Musamea, and of course Mukieras. When not up country I was stationed with 24
Field Ambulance in Little Aden.

Cpl Steve Hardwick
I am sorry to say we lost a good medic Cpl Steve Hardwick who was killed on the 9th
Sept 1966.
Being a young soldier of 18 and just done 2 years of boy service and new it all. This
was the man that put me right and one to admire.
Below is a poem that I wrote in Aden. Not very good but age was on my side.
ADEN
Never again will I tread these lands
Of dying people and dessert sands
Fighting someone he’s unknown
He comes at night and not alone.
You miss your country so green and great
You miss these things, but more you hate
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You wish your life to go past fast
You wish that you were home at last
You see the bomb you stop and stare
Don’t give a damn, don’t give a care
Get down fast you silly man
He stared to long he felt the bang
It’s then I wonder will I see
England, Pat my bride to be
Or will I die and go to Satan
In these lands we all call Aden.

THE SOLDIERS FRIEND
The bitterness of War once again transpires. It brings within a fear.
Of Death and over whelming loss and orphans shedding tears.
Of mothers losing battle field sons, of fathers not coming home,
The grief and bitterness that transpires for all that are alone.
But comes with this a bond is formed, with the· solders battle cry.
Standing side by side they form, together they may die.
But to-day they are all brothers one, working as they know
Relying on your new found friends, to help you win this show.
Of the soldier on the other side, like you he has to fight.
Until the politicians sort it out, and get the matter right.
The guns they fire the flares are bright. The bombs fall on the hill
Your mind it races, you want to shout. Kill the bastards kill.
Forward now you have to move, your friends there side by side
There goes Tommy. NO! He's just fell down. God! There is no place to hide
Automation now- takes over, you practised day by day.
You run you crawl you shoot you cry, but most of all you pray.
Bullets fly bayonets flash, but still you feel no pain.
The thirst you feel is so great, it drives a man insane
Its then the killing seems to stop right there, where have my friends all gone
T'is then you hear a good friend call, halo there mate. It’s Tom.
The closeness there on the battlefield will never be the same
You been through hell and come back through, bullet blast and flames
It’s then you here the awful cry, of the one's you left behind
Face the front the Sergeant bawls, it's the medics they have to find.
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Now you're thinking watch and shoot, we got them on the run
Check you ammo check your self and don't forget your gun
The sun comes up to bring the dawn, you slept you didn't know
All around there's enemy dead, they have no place to go.
Move out, move out, the Sergeant calls, no-one wants to move
We've done our bit, let's all go home, we've nothing else to prove
But slowly the training all comes back we're moving one by one
With our friends side by side, we all must move along.
Graham Mottley 1991

TURNING OF THE PAGE CEREMONY – WESTMINSTER ABBEY
DATE
Sat 1st Apr 17
Sat 6 May 17
Sat 1 Jul 17
Sat 7 Oct 17
Sat 2 Dec 17

UNIT
34 Fd Hosp
201 Fd Hosp
207/212 Fd Hosp
16 Med Regt
204 Fd Hosp

The Books are now located at the front of Westminster Abbey under the RAMC
windows.
The Ceremony always starts at 1100 hours sharp.
Those wishing to attend should be in at the designated location before 1045hrs so
that they can be in position and, if they need a seat then earlier as there are only
approximately 20 seats.
Those attending should state that they are attending the RAMC Service and will be
allowed in.

FORTHCOMING RAMC EVENTS
RAMC CHARITY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Date: Wednesday 26th April 2017 at 14:00 hours
Venue: RHQ within RMA Sandhurst.
Closing date: Monday 10th April 2017.
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RAMC ANNUAL SERVICE AND ASSOCIATION AGM
The unit providing the 2017 Flag changing party is 2 Med Regt.
Date: Wednesday 10th May 2017
RAMC Annual Service will start at 11:00 hours.
Association AGM will start at 12:00 hours.
Venue: RAMC Annual Service in the RAMC Memorial Grove.
Association AGM will take place in the Marquee at the NMA.
Closing date: Friday 28th April 2017.
RAMC CORPS SUNDAY CHURCH SERVICE
Date: Sunday 25th June 2017at 11:00 hours.
Venue: Royal Garrison Church of All Saints Aldershot
Closing date: Friday 2 June 2017.

RAMC LUNCHEON ON CORPS SUNDAY
Date: Sunday 25th June 2017 following the RAMC Corps Day Church Service and
March Past

Venue: Princes Hall, Aldershot
Closing date: Friday 2 June 2017.

RHQ are very pleased to announce that they can now accept online registration and
card payments to attend RAMC Blue Book events.
Please visit www.thebluebook.org.uk for guidance and details of forthcoming events.
If you have any queries please contact the RAMC Events and Functions
Administrator on 01276 412789 or make contact at Email:
julie-rhq-events@outlook.com.
Further information on the above events and booking forms are appended to this
newsletter.
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THOMAS ‘TINY’ WILSON BMH KLUANG
Appended below is an email that I have received from Sandra Garbutt the niece of
Thomas ‘Tiny’ Wilson who is keen to contact any former members of the Corps who
may have known her uncle.
“Dear Michael,
I am trying to find any information regarding my late father’s brother who was in the
Royal Army Medical Corps in Singapore from 1963 to 1964. His name was Thomas
Wilson (may have been known as tiny) his no. 23894591 and he worked in British
Military Hospital Kluang.
Thomas (Tiny) died on 21st March 1964 as result of injuries received in a car
accident on the 19th March 1964. He is buried in the War Memorial Cemetery in
Singapore.
It was always my late father’s wish to visit Singapore and Tiny's grave, but wasn't
able to due to financial difficulties and, then ill health later on in his life, so My
husband and myself are hoping to go on his behalf either later this year or next.
I believe he had 3 friends with him when he had his accident it would mean a lot to
speak to someone who knew him, he was only 21yrs old when he died. I was only a
baby and too young to remember him.
I realise you yourself may not have known him but hope you may be able to point me
in the right direction any help would be most appreciated.
Although he died a long time ago, he has always been remembered and missed by
us all.
My name is Sandra my Tel No. is 01274 201633 or mobile: 07738718507 or you can
contact me through my emails address at sandragarbutt2@gmail.com

Thank you.
Sandra Garbutt”
If there are any members who knew Tiny Wilson would you please contact Sandra.
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LEONARD GRAHAM BROWN

Leonard Graham Brown
Leonard Graham Brown was born on 6th September 1988 in Brisbane. He was an
Ear, Nose and Throat Surgeon, a recipient of the Military Cross, politician and rugby
union international who represented England from 1911 to 1922 and earned 18 caps
in total, winning 14 of them. He also captained his country and a former RFU
President.
Leonard Brown or ‘Bruno’ as he was more commonly known was an England prop
and his debut test was on 21st January 1911 against Wales at St Helens, Swansea.
Wales won 15-11. His last test was against Wales at the National Stadium Cardiff on
21st January 1922. Wales won 28-6.
During his career as a Prop he scored four International Test tries. He played 18
Test fixtures and lost only 4. Dan Cole against Italy in the current series of the RBS
Six Nations Rugby equalled Brown’s record of four international tries for an English
prop forward. Brown was a mobile front-rower who played a large part in England’s
back-to-back Grand Slam titles in 1913 and 1914, featuring in every game.

The England side which beat France 37-0 on 28th January 1911 at Twickenham (back row l-r) F. M. Stoop,
Lieut. W. F. Mann, C. H. Pillman, A. D. Roberts, L. Haigh, E. A. Johns (Referee). (Centre Row L-R) Lieut N. A.
Woodhouse, D. Lambert, J. G. G. Birkett (Captain), R. Dibble, L. G. Brown, A. L. Kewney. (Front Row l-r) J. A.
King, A. L. H. Gotley, T. H. Williams.
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The England XV for the match against Scotland 0n 21 March 1914. Alfred Maynard, Arthur Dingle, Bungy
Watson, Cyril Lowe, Sidney Smart, G Ward, Joseph Brunton, JE Greenwood. Front: William Johnston, Cherry
Pillman, HC Harrison, Ronald Poulton-Palmer, Bruno Brown, Francis Oakeley, WJA 'Dave' Davies,

Historically, forwards of the time relied much on power to drive the ball into the
opposition’s half, but Bruno preferred to pass and run, a style teammate William
Wavell Wakefield, once observed as encouraging others to adopt a more open
game.
Stat: George Burton (1879-1881) scored six tries, and also played in the front-row although positions were less defined then.
During the First World War Bruno served with the Royal Army Medical Corps, and
received the Military Cross in 1917. Bruno was recalled to the England side at the
conclusion of the War, and scored tries against Ireland and Scotland en route to
another Grand Slam in 1921.
In later years he assisted in the foundation of the Australian Rugby Football Union
and served as President of the RFU in 1948.
Leonard Brown died on May 23, 1950 at Charing Cross at the age of 61 years 259
days.

SOLDIER MAGAZINE
Please find the link to the March Edition of the Soldier Magazine.

http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/e8fefeea#/e8fefeea/1
There is a downloadable PDF version and the button is located in the bottom right of
the opening page.
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ARMED FORCES VETERANS BADGE APPLICATION FORM
[Updated: Latest version added 13 March, 2017 at 03:33pm]
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/armed-forces-veterans-badgeapplication-form
Fill in this form to apply for an armed forces veteran’s badge, including
replacements.
WAR PENSION SCHEME PAYMENTS FROM APRIL 2017
Updated 2 March, 2017 at 11:27am
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/war-pension-scheme-payments-increasesfrom-april-2017
[Updated: Correct timescale for receiving pension letter included.]
New rates of pensions and allowances payable under the War Pension Scheme.
WAR PENSIONS UNEMPLOYABILITY SUPPLEMENT
First published: 30th November 2015
Last updated: 23rd March 2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/war-pensions-unemployabilitysupplement
This form provides information on the War Pensions Un-employability Supplement,
entitlement conditions and how to apply.

ABSENT BRETHERN
Colonel Peter Roberts L/RAMC, CBE
14945923 Sergeant Richard Blunt RAMC passed away at the age of 92.
He served in Palastine.
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DESTRUCTION OF A HOSPITAL SHIP
I would like to thank Roger Simpson for forwarding the enclosed article which was
published in the Daily Telegraph 100 years ago on Wednesday 28th March 1917.

FIRST WORLD ·WAR
THE DAILY TELEGRAPH
LONDON, WEDNESDAY MARCH 28, 1917
DESTRUCTION OF A HOSPITAL SHIP
ASTURIAS TORPEDOED SUNK WITHOUT WARNING
31 DEAD; 12 MISSING
At eight o'clock last night the Secretary of the Admiralty issued the following
announcement: The British hospital ship Asturias, whilst steaming with all navigating
lights and with all the proper distinguishing Red Cross signs brilliantly illuminated,
was torpedoed without warning on the night March 20-21. The following casualties
occurred: MILITARY. Dead; eleven, Missing (including one female staff nurse);
three, Injured; seventeen CREW.
Dead; twenty, Missing; (including one stewardess), nine. Injured, twenty-two.
The torpedoing of this hospital ship is included in the list of achievements claimed
by U-boats, as reported in the German Wireless Press message yesterday.
The story of the torpedoing is one of the most dramatic events that have occurred
since the submarine war started. At midnight on the 20th inst she was attacked by a
submarine, which fired a torpedo without warning. It is thought the missile struck her
starboard propeller, which was blown into the air. The rudder was put out of action.
Passing through the vessel's shell, the torpedo rove into her engine-room. Great
damage was caused to the machinery. The hole in the vessel's hold caused by the
explosion was described as being large. The engine-room was severely damaged,
and the dynamos being put out of commission, the electric light was extinguished
and the whole ship plunged into darkness.
Water flowed into the vessel and prevented the engines from being stopped. The
Asturias therefore became unmanageable, and the ship drifted. From the time she
was struck it was estimated that she travelled at the rate of between eight and ten
knots an hour. Fortunately there were no wounded on board at the time of the
torpedoing. About 900 sick cases had been landed from the vessel. The ships’
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company consisted of the crew, members of the R.A.M.C. staff, and a number of
sisters and nurses.
When the explosion took place, and it was realised what had happened, distress
signals were sent out. These were sighted from the shore. The task of launching the
boats was extremely hard, and one or two of them met with accidents while being
put into the water. A patrol vessel was soon on the scene, and towed a number of
boats containing survivors. Altogether between 300 and 400 persons were landed,
where they were cared for at hotels and private houses.
The Asturias was a fine vessel of 12,002 tons, built by Harland and Wolff in 1908,
and owned by the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company.
The Telegraph's coverage of the First World War up to this point can be found at:
www.telegraph.co.uk/news/wwl-archive

STATE PENSION v MILITARY SERVICE

Roger Simpson found this on FB and passed it onto me in order that members who
are not yet claiming State Pension are aware of the contents below as it may affect
you.
This is for all Service Personnel and Civil Servants. This was posted in one of the
forces groups yesterday. Please read as it might affect you.
'Today, I contacted the Royal British Legion re the recent changes to our National
Insurance contributions. I was told, co-incidentally, that the guy I spoke to had
received an identical call from an ex-Navy guy earlier today. I was also told that the
information would be passed to the Campaign Team, but what they'll do about it
wasn't clear.
So, if you're not sure what I'm talking about, here's the deal.
From last April, changes to the NI rules, mean that the NI contributions we paid via
our wages, for the duration of our service, are now classed as 'opted-out' payments.
As a result, we are not entitled to a full state pension, at pensionable age.
I will lose £25 per week and, my friend who served 40 years non-commissioned and
commissioned loses £50pw.
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When I went onto the DWP website, it stated that I had 38 qualifying years. What the
site did not say was that, as of April 2016, 16 of those qualifying years (my service)
are now classed as 'opted-out' due to the fact that we (allegedly) paid a lower rate of
NI.

This also affects Civil Servants - a double whammy for some of you. It is possible to
back-pay some NI contributions, but you're only allowed to do so for a certain
number of years. It's too late for me to make up the contributions that, in my case,
are 'opted-out' (77-93).
If you're already claiming your state pension, this will not affect you.

It's clear that this new rule has not been widely advertised and I hope that the RBL
pick it up and campaign to get that underhand decision reversed.
Please share this information with all the serving and ex-serving people you know or,
indeed, raise the issue with your MP.'

ABSENT BRETHERN
Colonel Peter Roberts L/RAMC, CBE
14945923 Sergeant Richard Blunt RAMC passed away at the age of 92.
He served in Palastine.

RIP GENTLEMEN
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WEDNESDAY 26th APRIL 2017
RAMC CHARITY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The AGM of the RAMC Charity (a Company Limited by Guarantee) will be held at
the RHQ in Camberley at 1400 hours on Wednesday 26th April 2017.
The meeting is open to all serving and retired members of the RAMC and RAM
Association.
In the interest of security within the RMA Sandhurst, those wishing to attend this
AGM are to forward their names to the Events & Functions Coordinator by no later
than Monday 10th April 2017. A form of identity will be needed for access to the
RMAS.

Costs must be borne by individuals attending.
Closing date: Monday 10th April 2017
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ATTENDANCE
THE RAMC CHARITY AGM
WEDNESDAY 26th APRIL 2017
Events and Functions Co-ord
Regimental Headquarters RAMC
Army Medical Services
OR
Slim Road
Camberley
Surrey GU15 4NP

Register and pay online at
www.thebluebook.org.uk

!/we will be attending the RAMC Charity AGM at the RAMC RHQ in Camberley on
Wednesday 26th April 2017.
Rank/Status……………… Name………………………………………………M/F
Unit/Branch…………………………………………. Service No………………….
Name of other members also attending…………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………
Contact Telephone Number: ……………………………………………………….

Email: ………………………………………………………………………………….
Closing date: Monday 10th April 2017
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WEDNESDAY 10th MAY 2017
RAMC ANNUAL SERVICE AND ASSOCIATION AGM
The RAMC will be holding its Annual Service at the National Memorial Arboretum,
Alrewas on Wednesday 10th May 2017. The Service will start at 1100 hours at the
RAMC Memorial Grove. All RAMC members; Regular, Reserves, Veterans,
Families and Friends may attend this Service.
The Association AGM will commence at 1200 hours in the marquee at the NMA and
will be followed by a buffet lunch. Places must be booked in advance.
Those wishing to attend the Service and AGM should apply by the closing date.
Cost of the Buffet Lunch is £7.00 and cheques are to be made payable to ‘The
RAMC Charity ’.
Closing date: Friday 28th April 2017.
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RAMC ANNUAL SERVICE AND ASSOCIATION AGM
WEDNESDAY 10th MAY 2017
Events and Functions Co-ord
Regimental Headquarters RAMC
Army Medical Services
Slim Road
Camberley
Surrey GU15 4NP

Register and pay online at
www.thebluebook.org.uk
OR

Please reserve………….Lunches at £7.00 per person.
Cheque for £………… in favour of ‘The RAMC Charity’ is enclosed.
Rank……………… Initials…………….

M/F

Name (Block Caps)……………………………………………………
Service Number……………………………………………………….
Names of others attending…………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………….
Full Address……………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………..
Contact Telephone No……………………………………………….
Email……………………………………………………………………
Dietary request (Vegetarian/ Allergies
only)…………………………………………………………………………………………..
If you are Vegetarian please state if you eat fish
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
21

SUNDAY 25th JUNE 2017
RAMC CORPS SUNDAY CHURCH SERVICE
To celebrate Corps weekend a Church Service and parade will be conducted on
Sunday 25th June 2017. The Service will be held at the Royal Garrison Church of
All Saints Aldershot commencing at 11:00 hours. Please be seated by 10:45 hours.
This will be followed by a March Past of Serving Personnel, Old Comrades and
members of the RAMC Association, with appropriate music being provided by the
AMS Band. This year is the 35th Anniversary of Operation Corporate and the
suggestion of a separate contingent of holders of the South Atlantic Medal to be
included in the March Past. The suggestion has been accepted in principle both by
RHQ and the RAMC Association – please read the article “Falklands Conflict (OP
Corporate) Veterans RAMC Corps Sunday -25th June 2017 published in the March
edition of the RAMC Reunited Newsletter at www.ramcreunited.co.uk. The Service
and March Past will be followed by the RAMC Lunch.
All serving personnel should wear Service/No 2 Dress with all accoutrements (No
Swords).

SUNDAY 25th JUNE 2017 RAMC LUNCHEON
ON CORPS SUNDAY
The RAMC Annual Luncheon for regular Serving, Reserve, members of the RAMC,
members of the RAMC Association, Old Comrades and their guests will be held at
the Princes Hall, Aldershot following the RAMC Corps Day Church Service and
March Past on Sunday 25th June 2017.
The cost for serving, retired and association members is free. Guests - £5.00 per
head. Places for the Annual Luncheon may be reserved by completing the form
below which must be sent to RHQ, with a cheque for guests made payable to ‘The
RAMC Charity’.
Closing date: Friday 2 June 2017.
Tickets for the Luncheon will be sent out by post.
CONFIRMATION OF YOUR BOOKING WILL BE SENT VIA POST OR EMAIL,
PLEASE ENSURE YOU INCLUDE YOUR FULL RETURN ADDRESS
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SUNDAY 25th JUNE 2017 RAMC LUNCHEON
ON CORPS SUNDAY
Events and Functions Co-ord
Regimental Headquarters RAMC
Army Medical Services
Slim Road
Camberley
Surrey GU15 4NP

Register and pay online at
www.thebluebook.org.uk
OR

Please reserve ……….luncheons
Rank …………….. Initials ……………..

M/F

Name (Block Capitals) …………………………………………………….
Service Number ……………………………………………………………
Names of guests attending at £5.00 per person………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………..
Full Address …………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
Contact Telephone No ……………………………………………………..
Association Branch …………………………………………………………
Email ……………………………………………
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