
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

I would like to bring to the attention of 
the members of RAMC Reunited the 
Facebook Group titled “The Museum 
of Military Medicine.” It is worth a visit 
and will keep members abreast of its 
eventual move. I have extracted the 
following statement which was placed 
on the FB Group on 17th June 2016. 
Some members may already be 
familiar with the following content, but 
it may be new to other members. 

 
The Museum of Military Medicine 

Statement 
 

The recent announcement that the 
AMS Museum will be changing its 
name to The Museum of Military 
Medicine has generated a lot of 
comment on social media, with many 

questions being asked about the 
reasons for it and the possibility that 
the museum will be relocating from 
Keogh Barracks to Cardiff. 

 
The Museum of Military Medicine is a 
project being undertaken by the Army 
Medical Services Museum Trust, 
which recognises that in order to build 
a sustainable future for its collections it 
needs to look beyond its current 
regimental museum set-up and build 
an outward facing, more inclusive, 
cultural enterprise. This issue is 
pressing since the Ministry of Defence 
has identified that support for all 
military museums will be withdrawn in 
the next decade, meaning that 
museums currently funded by MOD 
will have to become financially self- 
sustaining or fold. 

 

The Board has been in negotiation 
with Cardiff City Council since last 
autumn about the possibility of 
establishing The Museum of Military 
Medicine in the city, and with its aid is 
investigating the purchase of the Bute 
Street Railway Station and adjacent 
Welsh Government land in Cardiff Bay 
on which to build a new facility that will 
meet the Board’s aspirations for the 
collections. In January 2016 the then 
chair of the Board met with Edwina 
Hart, Minister for the Economy, who 
gave her blessing to the project. Since 
then work has been taking place 
behind the scenes to ensure that the 
Trust will be in a position to purchase 
the building and land and secure 
funding for the new development. 

 
The new facility will be a national 
museum with an international story, as 
befits the work of the four corps of the 
Army Medical Services, hence the 
change of name. Its new name reflects 
similar museums in other countries, 
such as the National Museum of 
Health and Medicine in the United 

 

 

 

 

 
THE MUSEUM OF MILITARY 

MEDICINE 



 

 
TRAINING SQUAD No 6309 

States of America, which was originally 
established as the Army Medical 
Museum. The intention is that the new 
museum will tell the story of the four 
constituent corps in a way that is live 
and meets the expectations of 
contemporary audiences in a way that 
the current AMS Museum is no longer 
able to do. 

 
The site in Cardiff was chosen after 
earlier approaches to other cities 
around the United Kingdom came to 
nought. Cardiff is viewed as an 
advantageous location due to its 
effective transport links; the city is no 
more than a two hour drive from the 
South West, London and the West 
Midlands, with good rail and air 
connections. Cardiff City Council also 
recognizes the significance of bringing 
a national collection to the city as part 
of its tourism offer as it seeks to 
establish itself as a European capital. 

 
When MOD support is finally 
withdrawn, the AMS Museum will not 
be able to continue as a viable 
operation in its current location. The 
Cardiff site offers the best opportunity 
to rebrand the Army Medical Services 
Museum as a fit-for-purpose modern 
museum, designed to tell the stories of 
the medics, nurses, dentists and vets 
who, over the past two centuries, have 
contributed so much to medical 
science and to the advancement of 
health in general. 

 “I MARRIED A SOLDIER” 
 

Noel Nash placed the following post 
onto FB on the RAMC Association 
Central Group. 

 
Brenda Hale, who is a War Widow, 
has written a Book titled "I Married a 
Soldier". The Book is the story of her 
life with her Husband Mark and the 
aftermath of his death in action in 
Afghanistan. Mark was a member of 
the Devon and Dorset Regiment, he 
served as RSM NI Support Battalion 
before Commissioning. He was the 
Logistic Officer of 2 Rifles at the time 
his death. Brenda is a tireless 
Veterans Champion and an 
Ambassador for ABF The Soldiers' 
Charity, proceeds from the Book are 
going to the ABF. The past years have 
been hard on Brenda and her 2 
Daughters as the struggled to come to 
terms with the death of Mark the Book 
is available to pre-order on Amazon 
and I ask that you support her by 
buying one. 

 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/0745980 
112/ref=cm_sw_r_fa_dp_t2_RG6MybB 
9HKDJ9 

 
 
 
 

 

John Howard McLellan a former 
member of the above squad would like 
to hear from anyone who was a 
member of Squad No 6309.  He can 
be contacted on 
jonnymac_41@yahoo.co.uk 

 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/upload 
s/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/ 
587827/Service_Leavers_Guide_Jan_ 
17.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The following links contain the updated 

version to the following: 

 
Service leavers guide – updated 

version as at 31st January 2017 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/0745980112/ref%3Dcm_sw_r_fa_dp_t2_RG6MybB9HKDJ9
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https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/587827/Service_Leavers_Guide_Jan_17.pdf


 
War disablement pension 2017 rates 

The service leavers’ guide offers 
information and advice prior to and 
after leaving regular service. 

 
The guide contains information about 
armed forces pensions, resettlement, 
reserve liability and support from 
charitable organisations. 

 
Of particular importance to service 
leavers is the Pen 1 form which should 
be completed at the 6 month point 
prior to your last day of service using 
the link on your JPA account. If you do 
not have access to JPA you should 
compete and return the hardcopy form, 
no later than 6 months before your last 
day of service. The completion of the 
form is a legal requirement and failure 
to do so will result in a delay of the 
receipt of any terminal benefits and 
pension that you are entitled to. 
Ownership 

 
The DBS process lead for termination 
and resettlement is responsible for 
ensuring that this document is 
accurate and relevant, issues and 
comments specific to this document 
are to be directed to DBSMilPers- 
FutDev-PP2-SO2@mod.uk. 

 
War Pension Scheme – updated 
version as at 3rd   February 2017 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/public 
ations/war-pension-scheme 

 
 

 
War pension scheme payments 
increase from April 2017. The new 
rates are in the attached document. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/upload 
s/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/ 
590809/Uprating_2017_Gov_UK.pdf 

Veterans UK pensions forms – 
updated version as at 24th February 
2017 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/public 
ations/service-personnel-and- 
veterans-agency-spva-pensions-forms 

 

 
AMS BLUE BOOK 2017 – 
RAMC EVENTS 

 
RHQ are very pleased to announce 
that they can now accept online 
registration and card payments to 
attend RAMC Blue Book events. 

 
Please visit www.thebluebook.org.uk 
for guidance and details of forthcoming 
events.  If you have any queries 
please contact the RAMC Events and 
Functions Administrator on 01276 
412789 

 
Email: julie-rhq-events@outlook.com. 

 
 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MASTER 
GENERAL OF THE ARMY MEDICAL 
SERVICE AND APPOINTMENT OF 
LT GEN (RETD) LOUIS LILLYWHITE 
AS MASTER GENERAL AMS 

 
You will all be aware of the demise of 
the Army Medical Directorate (AMD) 
and with it the post of Director General 
of the Army Medical Services. The 
Army Medical Directorate was the last 
of the Arms and Service Directorate to 
be disestablished as the Army has 
reduced, restructured and adopted a 
new way of working with the functional 
components of AMD having been 
integrated into the new Army 
command structure. In order to 
ensure the continuation of the 
regimental families eight Masters 
General or Colonels Commandant 
were established (Armoured, Artillery, 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/service-personnel-and-veterans-agency-spva-pensions-forms
mailto:FutDev-PP2-SO2@mod.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/war-pension-scheme
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Engineers, Signals, Infantry, Logistics, 
Gurkhas and REME). These posts are 
filled by either serving or retired 
officers. 

 
In line with the governance 
arrangements for the other Arms and 
Services, the Army has established the 
new post of Master General of the 
Army Medical Services. The first 
incumbent of the post is to be Lt Gen 
(Retired) Louis Lillywhite whose 
appointment has been approved by 
the Sovereign and will be published in 
the Supplement to the London 
Gazette.  The four Corps of the AMS 
will each continue to have Colonels 
Commandant as at present, and each 
has a nominated serving Chief Officer . 

 
The appointment is non-remunerated 
and part time and Lt Gen Lillywhite will 
continue with his civilian work as a 
Senior Consulting Fellow at the Centre 
on Global Health Security at the Royal 
Institute of International Affairs 
(Chatham House) and on the Tribunal 
Appeal Service. 

 

RAMC REUNITED REUNION 
2018 

 
I would like to take this moment in time 
to remind members that the 2018 
RAMC Reunited Reunion is only 
eleven months away. I have enclosed 
the letter plus booking form which are 
attached to this newsletter. How many 
of you have said to former friends “We 
must meet up and have a meal and 
drink sometime.” February 2018 is an 
ideal opportunity to get together and 
have that meal and pint that you are 
always promising to arrange. Please 
don’t miss out on what is a very 
popular event. 

FALKLANDS CONFLICT (OP 
CORPORATE) VETERANS 
RAMC CORPS SUNDAY – 
25TH JUNE 2017 

 
It has been suggested that the 35th 
Anniversary of the Falklands conflict, 
in which the RAMC played a highly 
significant part, could be marked by a 
separate contingent of holders of the 
South Atlantic Medal marching past 
after the RAMC Church Service in 
Aldershot. This suggestion has been 
accepted in principle both by RHQ 
RAMC and the RAMC Association, but 
in order for a separate Falklands 
veterans contingent heading the “old 
and bold” to happen, there must be a 
guaranteed marching attendance of at 
least 15 of us. 

 
This is not a SAMA 82 event, and 
membership of SAMA 82 is not 
necessary to take part. As far as is 
known, it does not clash with any 
SAMA 82 event. 

 
Many members of the RAMC were 
part of the Task Force in 1982; not 
only those from 16 Field Ambulance 
and the Parachute Clearing Troop, but 
also a large contingent from 2 Field 
Hospital, with further reinforcements 
being drawn from many other Units 
and Establishments. Of course the 
RMOs of the contributing teeth arm 
units must also be included in our 
numbers. 

 
Here is an opportunity to recognise the 
contribution the RAMC made all these 
years ago to what was indeed a 
famous victory. It is also an 
opportunity to remember those who 
fell, those who were injured and those 
who still suffer from hidden wounds. 

 
RAMC Sunday is a recognised RHQ 
event, and the march past is organised 



by RHQ after the church service, 
which will be held in the Royal 
Garrison Church of All Saints, 
Aldershot. The service starts at 1100, 
and all should be seated in the church 
by 1045. After the march past, the 
annual RAMC Corps Luncheon for 
Regular Serving and Reserve 
members of the RAMC, members of 
the RAMC Association, Old Comrades 
and their guests will be held at the 
Princes Hall, Aldershot. Costs for the 
luncheon are: for serving, retired and 
association members – free; for 
guests, £5.00 per head.  Applications 
for places at the luncheon should be 
made to: 

 
Events and Functions Coord 

RHQ RAMC 
HQ Army Medical Services 

Slim Road 
CAMBERLEY 

GU15 4NP 
 
The closing date for applications to 
attend the Luncheon is 2 June 2017. 
Applications for guest tickets must be 
accompanied by the relevant payment, 
with cheques being made out to “The 
RAMC Charity”. (Registration and 
payment on line may also be done at 
www.thebluebook.org.uk) No 
application – no lunch! 

 

 

THE FARRIERS VEGAN BED & 
BREAKFAST 
B&B Accommodation in Cyprus, near 
Paphos Airport - plenty of local 
Taverna's nearby charging sensible 
prices. A quiet bolthole to get away 
from it all - 10 mins from a quiet local 
Beach. Breakfast is Vegan - you won't 
starve - Bacon Sandwiches and Egg 
Banjo's available in the village if you 
need them. 

 
25 Euro PP/Night 

Run by an ex drain sniffer and former 
social worker. For further information 
please visit the following link; 
https://www.facebook.com/farriersbnb/ 

INTERESTING HOW MEDICS 

CONVEYED CASUALTIES WHEN 

THEY REACHED A WATER 

OBSTACLE 

Members may be very interested in 

viewing the following link. This was 

filmed during my YOB. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/983 

0818661/permalink/101557790565486 

62/ 

https://www.facebook.com/farriersbnb/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/9830818661/permalink/10155779056548662/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/9830818661/permalink/10155779056548662/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/9830818661/permalink/10155779056548662/


 

Please find the link to the February 
Edition of the Soldier Magazine. 

 
 
 

 
There is a downloadable PDF version 
and the button is located in the bottom 
right of the opening page. 

 

 

A DEDICATION TO ALL EX 
NATIONAL SERVICEMEN 

 

This is for all you ex National 
Servicemen out there. The following 
appeared and was extracted from the 
RAMC Association Central Group on 
FB. 

 
And it came to pass that there came 
forth a decree from the King in the 
year l945 that all young men should be 
conscripted in the land of Britain. So 
Tommy the son of Atkins, having 
reached the age of manhood was 
commanded by the priests to depart 
out of the home of his father and go 
unto a place called Camp. 

 
When he arrived at Camp the servants 
of the priests called ENCIOES seized 
him and took him to a place called 
STORZ, where they did give him shirts 
Angola, socks worsted, boots 
ammunition and sundry other 
raiment's. The ENCIOES said unto 
him, ''take thee these and wear them, 
henceforth they shall be called KIT and 
for it thou has signed, YEA even of the 
eleven-fifty-seven. 

 
And it came to pass that in the middle 
of the first night, when it was still dark, 
there did sound a bugle, and straight 
away he was awakened out of his 
sleep and his companions who were 

with him, and they were commanded 
by ENCIOES "WAKI, WAKI put two 
feet on the floor or you will be inside", 
which being translated into the words 
of the recruit mean, Arise for the 
morning hath come. They arose and 
went to a temple called JIM, where 
there was a strange fellow called 
PETI-EYE and PETI-EYE was 
exceedingly cruel and commanded 
Tommy and his brethren SHUN and 
touch the four wall of the temple and 
Tommy was sore afraid and did groan 
in his heart. 

 
Now when they had eaten they were 
led to a holy place called SQUARE, 
here they were met by the high priest 
called AAR-ESS-EM and he did 
command them, march, and they did 
march and AAR-ESS-EM did weep 
and beat his breast and shout 
SHOWER. 

 
Notwithstanding many moons had 
passed Tommy did well in the sight of 
AAR-ESS-EM and did worship the 
God SIYNON and went not back into 
civvy street. But his brethren went 
back into the land of their fathers 
where the bugle did sound no more 
and they did no longer have to be one 
hundred percent turnout, YEA, neither 
in best BEE-DEE and great was the 
joy in their hearts. 

 

 

AN OTT IN THE KOREAN WAR 

My name is David Oates and on the 
18th November 1952, as a National 
Serviceman in the Royal Army Medical 
Corps, I left Southampton Docks 
aboard HMT Empire Orwell, a ship of 
some 17,362 tons and prior to 1939 a 
Nazi cruise ship and a British ‘prize of 
war’ in 1945. On the 19th December, 
we arrived at Pusan, South Korea, to 
be welcomed by an American Military 
Band, playing jazz music!  I was soon 

SOLDIER MAGAZINE 

http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/d0 

389278#/d0389278/6 

http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/d0389278%23/d0389278/6
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to learn that only seven of our small 
detachment, of twelve men, were 
needed at the Field Hospital and the 
remainder of us were to go on to the 
base military hospital at Kure, Japan. I 
had many thoughts of what life was 
going to be like in Korea and now, 
suddenly, all that had changed and I 
was off to Japan. However, there was 
little time to think as the troopship 
docked (on 21st) at this major port on 
the island of Honshu just four days 
prior to Christmas. I was taken on 
strength (TOS) on the day of arrival 
and due to my previous experience as 
an Operating Theatre Technician, at 
Tidworth Military Hospital; I joined the 
surgical team at the British 
Commonwealth General Hospital (also 
known as Britcom General Hospital). 

 

BCGH Kure 
 

Britcom General Hospital was a large 

Military Hospital (it was opened in 

1889 as the Kure Naval Hospital) with 

about 600 beds. The largest ward was 

the casualty ward with some 60 to 80 

patients. In addition to surgical and 

orthopaedic wards there was ENT (80 

beds mainly facial injuries) medical, 

psychiatric (one unit), venereal 

disease, dermatology and outpatients. 

I understand that the hospital was built 

on some form of roller system, devised 

by the Japanese architects, to 

withstand earthquakes and tremors. 

Colonel Meneces, Royal Army Medical 

Corps was the Commanding Officer 

with overall responsibility for the 

hospital. The Matron was Lt Col E 

Mackaness QARANC but her 

responsibilities were shared with a 

Matron from Australia and Canada. 

The operating theatre team consisted 

of Australian (male and female) and 

British (male) operating theatre 

technicians (OTT) and nurses. 
 

Operating Theatre 
 

The trained nurses were from the UK, 

Canada, Australia and New Zealand 

and they held officer rank. Major F.V. 

Hynes (QARANC) was the theatre 

sister in charge and Colonel Wright 

(RAMC) was the surgical specialist 

supported by surgeons from UK, 

Australia, Canada and New Zealand. 

QARANC personnel lived at the 

women’s services officers’ mess, this 

residence was situated to the rear of 

the hospital and about ten minutes’ 

walk away. The RAMC medical 

officers were in quarters near the 

officer’s ward in the hospital. RAMC 

(other ranks) personnel were in 

residence at the Australian Signals 

Camp in Kure and just a short walk 

from the hospital. It was at this camp 

that I experienced my first earth 

tremor, it was at night, and I awoke 



wondering what was happening! 

However, during my service, in Japan, 

I experienced numerous tremors but 

never an earthquake! 

In August '53 RAMC other ranks 

moved from the Australian Signals 

Camp to our own quarters at Tenno, a 

small village, just a few miles west of 

Kure and we had transport to and from 

the BCGH. Our new quarters were 

previously an annex to the main 

hospital for the treatment of infectious 

diseases. Prior to that it was a 

Japanese Hospital, founded in 1944 

and formed part of the massive Kure 

Naval Base. 

There were two operating theatres at 

the hospital with their adjacent 

anaesthetic rooms. Each theatre had 

two operating tables. We had a daily 

operating list which often reached 

eighty cases a day. The routine was 

broken occasionally when we provided 

a gynaecological service for Japanese 

wives of American and Australian 

servicemen. We frequently did 

emergency work, at night, with 

casualties being collected by the 

Emergency Orderly, a duty performed 

by non-ward staff (i.e. clerks) that was 

on a duty rota after hours.  They used 

a four-wheel drive ambulance with a 

Japanese driver. On return to the 

hospital reception casualties were 

seen by the Duty Medical Officer who 

determined whether immediate 

surgery was necessary. As there was 

this need to use the operating theatre 

at a moment’s notice a theatre 

technician, on a rota basis, slept in a 

room just off the theatre (I used to 

sleep on a trolley), his job (on 

receiving a telephone call) was to 

prepare for such occasions. These 

emergency sessions were to treat 

casualties or at times to remove 

someone’s appendix. 

Casualties from Korea were 

transported by hospital ship, Med-Air 

Evac and sometimes helicopter. They 

also arrived by train from Iwakuni (a 

port and airfield along the west coast 

and run by American Service 

personnel), and an ambulance would 

transport casualties from Kure railway 

station to the hospital. 

Our routine surgical work consisted of 

shattered bones, traumatic 

amputations, burns of all degrees to 

most parts of the body (although it’s 

quite surprising how boots, belts and 

gaiters afforded protection), chest and 

facial injuries. 
 

Operating on a leg wound 
 

The winter of 52/53 saw a 

considerable number of burns due to 

the mal functioning of petrol heaters 

used by the troops in their tents. Our 

work was primarily making good, 

corrective surgery and ongoing skin 

grafting.  In addition to the already 



mentioned appendectomy, operations 

for circumcision and self-inflicted 

gunshot wounds were also performed. 

I recall vividly removing a Plaster of 

Paris (POP) from the lower leg to find 

maggots everywhere, but they had 

cleaned the wound well! Fortunately, 

the patient was anaesthetised and he 

was spared the shock. Two 

anaesthetists looked after the well- 

being of patients on the operating 

tables. Operating Theatre Technicians 

supported the anaesthetists at all 

times and they looked after the patient 

in the temporary absence of the 

anaesthetist.  The other OTT’s 

provided support to sisters and 

surgeons by sterilising and laying up 

instruments for operations, waiting on 

operating staff during surgery and 

applying plaster of paris as needed. 

The Japanese staffs (in the operating 

theatre suite) were very good at 

providing a patient portering service, 

cleaning and laundry. 

As a distraction from the trauma 

surgery at Britcom General Hospital an 

anaesthetist with an Operating Theatre 

Technician visited a local Japanese 

hospital at Hiro, just east of Kure. 

These visits, on a Saturday morning, 

took place about once a month and the 

purpose was to provide a general 

anaesthesia service for the surgeons. 

I recall attending with Capt. Bruce 

Clapton (from New South Wales, 

Australia) and being told that most of 

the surgery was done under local 

anaesthetic. However major surgery, 

such as removing a lobe of the lung 

required skilled general anaesthesia, 

which was not available at the hospital. 

On my first visit I was surprised to 

learn that relatives were responsible 

for bringing in food for patients as it 

was not part of the hospital care, as in 

my country. 

From time to time we received 

casualties from the 1st Commonwealth 

Division Battle School at Haramura, 

near Kure, where training was done 

using live ammunition. Once, I recall 

visiting the hospital mortuary where 

two soldiers (one Australian and one 

Canadian) had been killed during the 

preparation of explosives. One of the 

dead had his head embedded in this 

chest cavity as a result of the 

explosion. 

At nineteen years of age working in the 

surgical team at BCGH was probably 

the most maturing experience of my 

life.  I seemed to suddenly grow up 

and was undertaking duties and 

responsibilities that would not have 

been dreamed of in civilian life. My 

working days were always hectic and 

there was little time for recreation, 

although we did generally have a 

Saturday or a Sunday off duty. 

Medical evacuations to the UK took 

place monthly for patients requiring 

lengthy treatment. Where possible 

they would be returned by troopship 

otherwise they would fly from Iwakuni, 

a three-day flight on-board a Comet, 

with 3 stopovers if I recall correctly. 

Throughout the journey patients were 

accompanied by nursing staff that 

provided all the medical care needed. 

There was tremendous comradeship in 

the surgical team and it was important 

not to become depressed by the 

appalling injuries sustained by many of 



the casualties who were in their late 

teens or early twenties. However, 

there were a number of notable 

characters in our group, two I 

remember well, Sergeant. John C 

Roche (RAMC and later Major) from 

Liverpool and Major Florence V Hynes 

(QA) who had a sobering effect on all 

of us with her Irish tongue (I was sorry 

to learn of her death on 4th October 

1989).  There was one marriage, 

which I recall; Sister Mary Burns (QA) 

married Kenneth Hill, an Australian 

officer, on 10th October 1953. 

At the time of Sister Burns’s marriage 

the pace of life began to slow down on 

the surgical front. The Korean War 

armistice had been signed on 27th 

July 1953 and although this was not 

the end of casualties in Korea our work 

became more routine and 
concentrated on remedial surgery and 

years ago, in memory of those special 

days. 

STUDENT GEORGE HENRY 

JOHN HURST 
 

George Hurst is in the back row 

second in from the right. 

George Hurst enlisted into the Royal 

Welch Fusiliers on 14th April 1936. He 
graduated winning prizes for arranging 
choral work and march composition, 
and was appointed Bandmaster of the 

1st Battalion South Staffordshire 
th 

rehabilitation. Regiment on 15 July 1952, moving at 

 
My return home to the RAMC Depot, 

at Crookham, started on Monday 14th 

December 1953 when we sailed out of 

Kure harbour for our month-long 

voyage home aboard the troopship 

Empire Orwell (the one which brought 

me out some twelve months earlier). I 

well remember, to this day, the 

sadness that came over me on our 

departure, but at the time I could not 

understand this feeling.  These days, 

at the age of 83, I often look back and 

realise it was the friendship which had 

been built up during my service which 

created the comradeship that I often 

think and speak about and which 

encouraged me to develop a website 

(www.kurememories.com.), a few 

the beginning of 1959 to the Mercian 
Brigade. 

 

He was commissioned on 1st  April 
1964 as Director of Music of the Staff 
Band of the Royal Army Medical Corps 
and was promoted in 1971.  Major 
Hurst was a popular figure at the 
London and seaside bandstands 
where the RAMC appeared regularly, 
and he was Senior Director of Music 
for the Aldershot Army Show Display 
which featured massed bands of 
several hundred musicians on seven 
occasions up to 1977.  He retired in 

February 1978 with the award of MBE 
and died on 1st September 2000. 
I like many members recall George 
Hurst. Does anyone remember who 
he took over from? 

http://www.kurememories.com/


 
 
 

 
Walter (Wally) H Happy is an ex 
member of Royal Army Dental Corps. 
On leaving the Regular Army Wally 
enlisted into the Territorial Army. He is 
a Life Member of the City of London 
Branch of the RAMC Association and 
resides in Hampshire. Wally served at 
Queen Alexandra Military Hospital 
Millbank between March 1961 and 
August 1964. Some readers who 
served at Millbank during the same 
period may recollect Wally. He has 
written a brief article during his time at 
Millbank. 

 
I opted-out when a senior technician at 
the Royal Dental Hospital to join the 
Regular RADC in January 1959. In 
March 1961 I took over the Maxillo- 
Facial Lab. at Queen Alexandra 
Military Hospital Millbank and Colonel 
E. Stanhope L/RADC was my 
employing Officer, but Brigadier DV 
Taylor L/RADC the Consultant Dental 
Surgeon to the Army would only allow 
me to remain if I could cast a silver cap 
splint for a broken jaw cigarette paper 
thickness. This I did from experience 
gained when on temporary research 
work with Dr. DJ Anderson at Guys' 
Hospital where I had cast tiny 
appliances for rabbits and dogs in 
silver and shell crowns in gold for air 
pressure research into conservations 
for aircrew. I was idyllically happy 
there and soon had a reputation for 
successful immediate denture. They 
were fitted in the operating theatre 
when full mouth clearances were 
done. It begun when our cooks 
presented with advanced decay and 
fear of the dental chair. Permanent 
Staff instructors with TA Units got to 
know and were treated. As also were 
many Diplomatic Corps, Military 
Attaches and retired senior officers 

connected with the Houses of 
Parliament. We treated a Ghanaian 
Officer for bell’s palsy by a supporting 
hook mounted on a slide on a silver 
splint on his upper teeth. Colonel 
Stanhope urged me to do better than 
surround the hook that came outside 
his mouth, with something other than 
the clear or pink acrylic which was all 
we had then. I'd noticed his skin tone 
and matched it by mixing amounts of 
coffee powder and soot from my 
furnace. I gave it an extra high shine 
and the Colonel was delighted. He 
said when standing three feet in front 
of the patient you couldn't tell he was 
wearing a corrective appliance. The 
great Colonel Janicoun, Consultant 
Surgeon to the Army had me make an 
artificial testicle, but didn't follow the 
normal procedure by stating on the 
5026 dental appliance form what was 
to be provided. His instructions were 
very detailed; he was a good artist, 
and had drawn an excellent picture in 
3D with the size in millimetres. His 
requirement for curing was so precise 
that I delivered it myself and asked 
what it was. “Well what do you think it 
is Sergeant?” said he. "It looks like a 
testicle" said I, "why shouldn't it be we 
are a very seriously ill Hospital aren't 
we?" "Well if you'd have discussed it 
with me first Sir I might have 
recommended a more suitable 
material. What does he need it for?" 
"Should we say equilibrium" said he! 
Brigadier Perkins was the ENT 
specialist and I was making close 
fitting hearing aids for him long before 
they came on stream. He would shout 
loudly to the patient "I'm going to get 
my Sergeant to take an impression of 
your lug hole" they would hear him all 
over the Hospital. I would make a cast 
and encase a hearing aid in a bed of 
acrylic resin in it, job done. Colonel 
Denning was the Commanding Officer 
and my wife and I would sometimes 
baby• sit for him when he took his 

DENTAL TECHNICIANS IN THE 

ARMY 



extended family out. My son was due 
to be born in the Military Maternity 
Hospital Woolwich in December 1963 
so we moved into number 5 MSQ 
ground floor right as you look from the 
College. Soon after I arrived, I'd cast a 
couple of cap splints in the morning 
using low temperature cristobalite 
investment that I'd first used at Guys'. 
The cones, sprues and reservoirs 
resembled the fingers of a hand when 
stood upright and were coloured pink, 
the only shinny parts were where the 
splints had been detached with a fret 
saw. The Hygienist and I together with 
an RAEC Sergeant left them next to an 
exhibit in the Tate Gallery with a blank 
visiting card and watched as they were 
gazed at with contentment by the 
visitors. 

 
Heavy snow began to fall on New 
Year’s Eve 1963 and hung around until 
10th March. Sergeant Robbie 
Stockwell the Radiographer and I were 
having problems trying to pass our 
Military Calculations and Accounts 
exams and had been attending RAEC 
classes in Kings Buildings. We met as 
usual on the day the sun shone for the 
first time in that dreary winter, to go to 
our final revision in Kings Buildings. 
But we walked on straight passed it, 
enjoying the weather and just kept 
walking almost as far as Greenwich. At 
l400hrs we returned to our 
Departments, nothing was said and we 
both passed the exam at the next 
attempt. I loved it there, morale was 
sky high, folk were at the top of their 
professional skills and we had close 
contact with the surrounding civilian 
experts if needed. I did not want to 
leave but my reward for a job well 
done was a choice of posting, I chose 
Supreme HQ Paris and a whole new 
world opened up as I worked with the 
US Dental Corps. 

Stupidly I refused to accept a 
commendation from Major Sayle for 
organizing the 18 Coy RAMC Cycling 
Club, saying “Any keen cyclist would 
have done that Sir.” 

 
I have Four Power Point illustrated 
talks ready to present to Retirement 
and other groups, PROBUS and 
cycling clubs. 

 
1. ‘Open wide' tales from the 
dental chair. Is a humorous look at my 
working life as a Military & NHS 
Hospital Dental/Facial Technician. 
Balanced with an insight into how 
some serious situations were dealt 
with. 
Approx 45 mins. 

 
2. 'The Reluctant Racing Cyclist' 
My parallel sporting life to Professional 
level, and how I milked it. 
Approx 45 Mins. 

 
3. 'The Lazy Toad in Blue' 
My RAF National Service - an honest 
waste of 5 years training, 
Approx 45 mins. 

 
4. 'Team GB in the 1948 Olympic 
Games Cycling’ 
An enlightening reminder in the 
Olympic Year of events at the only 
remaining '48 Olympic venue that is 
still in use. 
Impoverished after WW2 we ran a 
superb 'Austerity• Games' in which all 
our cyclists won a medal. 
Approx 45 mins. 

 
Contact: Wally Happy, 2 Regent 
Close, FLEET Hants.GU51 3NS 
Tel; 01252 621164 
email: w.happy@ntlworld.com 

 
My fee is £50 plus mileage cost. 50% 
goes to Frimley Park Hospitals' Breast 
Cancer Appeal and 50% to' Friends of 
Herne Hill Velodrome Trust' 

mailto:w.happy@ntlworld.com


Wally’s long standing friend Robin 
Stockwell suggested to him that he 
should include the article which he had 
published in the ‘Dental Technician’ 
back in February 2005 titled ‘RIP DTs 
in the RADC’ for inclusion in our 
newsletter. The article is appended to 
this newsletter. 

 
 

Jason Archer who served in the 
Marines is trying to get information on 
his late father Jim Archer. 

 
Jim was a Medical Assistant by trade 
and enlisted into the army on 11th 
June 1952 until he left on 16th 
September 1974. 

 
Jason recalls that when he was born at 
BMH Rinteln in 1966 his father was 
serving in the unit at the time. 

 
Jason can recall his father serving in a 
number of theatres throughout the 
world, but cannot remember the units. 
He served in Aden, Cyprus from 1967- 
70. His father served in a number of 
units within BAOR and thinks he did a 
tour of duty in Malaya in the fifties. 

 
Jason would like to hear from anyone 
who knew his father and would 
appreciate being contacted at; 
jayrigg@bigpond.com 

 

MILITARY MEDICAL 
FACILITIES IN THE UK – 
GREAT WAR 

 
The nature of the fighting during the 
Great War led to a huge number of 
injured soldiers and the existing 
Military medical facilities in the United 
Kingdom were soon overwhelmed. A 
solution had to be found quickly and 

many civilian hospitals were turned 
over to military use, a large number of 
asylums were also converted to 
military hospitals, with the asylum 
patients being sent home, often to 
unprepared families. As demand for 
beds grew, large buildings such as 
Universities and hotels were 
transformed into hospitals and wooden 
huts sprang up in hospital grounds and 
at army camps to cope with the huge 
numbers. Additional nursing staff was 
needed and this was met by a mixture 
of qualified nurses and volunteers. 

 
A soldier who was injured in the field 
would be treated firstly at a Regimental 
Aid Post in the trenches by the 
Battalion Medical Officer and his 
orderlies and stretcher bearers, and 
then moved to an Advance Dressing 
Station close to the front line manned 
by members of The Field Ambulance, 
RAMC. If further treatment was 
needed he would be moved to a 
Casualty Clearing Station, a tented 
camp behind the lines and then if 
required moved to one of the base 
hospitals usually by train, the seriously 
wounded were taken back to Britain by 
Hospital Ship and onto the relevant 
hospital for further treatment. 

 
With the wide range of serious injuries 
before faced, hospitals began to 
specialise in certain types of injury in 
order to provide the best treatment, 
with soldiers being sent by train to the 
relevant hospital. Many large houses 
and hotels were used as Convalescent 
Hospitals. 

 
Those being treated wore a blue 
uniform with a red tie, known as 
"Hospital Blues", once a solider was 
deemed fit enough to leave 
convalescence, he would return to one 
of the Command Depots for the 
rehabilitative training after which they 
would be allocated to a battalion, 

DID YOU KNOW 22371777 SSGT 

ALFRED JAMES (JIM) ARCHER 
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frequently a different battalion or 
regiment to that in which he had 
previously served, as his place would 
have been taken by another man to 
maintain numbers. 

 
Those who did not recover sufficiently 
to return to active service were issued 
with a Silver War Badge, SWB, to 
wear on their lapel; this signified that 
they had completed their war service. 

 
The badges were individually 
numbered and numbers are recorded 
the medal cards of those who received 
them. Silver War Badges were also 
issued to soldiers who had completed 
the length of service they had signed 
up for, mainly regular soldiers who had 
served before the war and whose 
period of service expired before the 
end of the conflict. 

 

The Silver War Badge 
 
One positive outcome of the horrific 
injuries suffered, was the advance in 
medical science. Innovative and often 
desperate solutions which would not 
have been considered in peace time 
were undertaken; those which showed 
promise were developed further. 

THE LEAD-SWINGER 
I have had issues with sending out the 
last couple of newsletters due to the 
content size and therefore my email 
provider will not allow me to send them 
due to the content exceeding the 
maximum size. 

 
I have a dropbox account which I have 
placed the newsletters into in order for 
members to access and read them. To 
date I have not heard of any problems 
from members using this method and 
until I have completed passing on the 
contents of The Lead-Swinger, I will 
use this method of despatch. 

 
Members do not have to possess a 
dropbox account in order to gain 
access to the material. Just click on 
the link and you will be taken to the 
information I wish to disclose to you. 

 
In order to read Volume 1 Edition 5, 
the latest chapter in The Lead-Swinger 
click on the link (Copy + Paste and put 
into your internet browser window) 

 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/q9sbbdoxu 
i3diwe/Vol%201%20- 
%20Edn%205%20-%20Copy.pdf?dl=0 

 

FRIENDS OF MILLBANK 
 

THE FRIENDS OF MILLBANK 
 

Showcasing the achievements of the 
Army Medical Services and the Royal 

Army Medical College Millbank 
 

Lecture commencing at 
6:30 p.m. Friday 24 March Registration 

and refreshments 
from 5:30 pm at the 

Chelsea College of Arts 
16 John Islip Street, London SW1P 

4JU formerly the 
Royal Army Medical College 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/q9sbbdoxui3diwe/Vol%201%20-%20Edn%205%20-%20Copy.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/q9sbbdoxui3diwe/Vol%201%20-%20Edn%205%20-%20Copy.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/q9sbbdoxui3diwe/Vol%201%20-%20Edn%205%20-%20Copy.pdf?dl=0


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Published by the Chairman 

info@friendsofmillbank.org 2017 
 

Experts from Defence Business 
Service (DBS) within the MOD are to 
attend the Who Do You Think You 
Are? The live event at the NEC, 
Birmingham, is to take place between 
the 6 and 8 April. The show, a spin off 
from the popular BBC1 TV series, 
“Who Do You Think You Are?” attracts 
over 12,000 visitors during the 3 days 
as it focuses on genealogy. The stand, 
supported by TNT UK Ltd, will be 
staffed by a DBS team from the 
Medals and Records Offices and will 
offer the following. 

 

Displays of medals and service 
records 

 
Medals and records advice, including 
identification of medals, entitlements, 
applying for medals and how to find 
out more, what records the MOD holds 
and how to access them. 

 
Live post 1921 service record 
search facility 

 
The MOD continues to hold all service 
records where the individual had a 
discharge date of post 1921, these 
total around 10 million records, with 
about 500,000 having seen service in 
World War 1. Using a sophisticated 

database that supports the MOD’s 
main archive, an assisted search 
facility will in many cases enable 
confirmation of whether or not the 
MOD holds a record for an individual. 
This information can then be used to 
apply for the record using the forms on 
gov.uk. To assist the search some or 
all of the following information is 
required: surname, initials, date of birth 
and service number. 

 
Interpretation of service records 

 
If you already have a service record, 
but are unsure what it says or how to 
interpret it, then DBS experts will be on 
hand to assist you. 
• John Reynolds from the MOD’s 
record office; a keen army historian 
and serving reserve officer, John has 
conducted battlefield tours across the 
world 
• Stuart Hadaway from the air 
historical branch; Stuart has previously 
worked at the RAF Museum, Hendon, 
and is the author of military books, 
including “Missing believed killed: 
casualty policy and the missing 
research and enquiry service 1939 – 
1952” 
• Sue Pass and Clive Clarke from 
TNT’s navy search service; Sue and 
Clive have a combined 17 years of 
experience working in the TNT’s navy 
search service, responding to more 
than 6000 enquiries a year 

 
Issue of Veterans Badges 

 
If you are ex-forces and haven’t yet got 
a Veterans Badge, then you can ask 
for one on the stand. Following 
confirmation of a service record 
identification and a check of the 
Veterans Badge database, the 
Veterans Badge will be issued. The 
following information will be required, 
surname, initials, date of birth and 
service number. 

MOD TO ATTEND WHO DO YOU 

THINK YOU ARE?  LIVE 2017 

Bitter Truths 
Paul Nash and the Great War Dr 

Jonathan Black 

Entrance to the Chelsea College of 
Art and Design is the Atterbury Street 

Entrance 
Nearest Underground Station 
is Pimlico on the Victoria Line 

mailto:info@friendsofmillbank.org


 

 
ABSENT BRETHERN 

The DBS team look forward to seeing 
you! 

 

Diane M N Donnelly a former member 
of the Corps is currently the 
Administrator for the Facebook Group 
“RAMC Association Central Group”. 
She is busy beavering away and trying 
to get the message out to all members 
of the Corps Past & Present that the 
RAMC Association still exists and 
through this group hopes to inform 
members of where Branches are 
located throughout the UK. Diane is 
currently conducting a poll on the 
RAMC Association Central Group in 
order to establish areas where RAMC 
Association Branches exist and direct 
Corps members to those branches, 
and areas where, if there is enough 
members and interest, with the 
possibility of looking into establishing a 
Branch. Please give her your support 
in this very tiring quest. 

 
For further info please go to the 
following link; 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/182 

7528984158773/ 

“Hello Michael, 
 

As a National Serviceman I spent 
some 10months @ this site in Western 
Command. Actually I was attached 
here being under War Office staff. I 
was leader of a Mass X-Ray Unit, with 
rank of sergeant, & our area covered 
the West Midlands & South Wales. We 
were 1 of 9 units that covered the UK 
& our CO was a Major based @ 
Woolwich. I meet annually @ a 
reunion with my team mates & we are 
trying to locate some archive photos of 
this Medical Mobilisation Centre which 
came under the Western Command 
HQ @ Chester. We would be most 
pleased if you could, through contacts, 
locate some photos of this site as it 
has now long been demolished. 
Thank You, 
Michael Hughes-Nurse 
Service No:- 23111044” 

 

THE RAMC/RADC OLD BOYS 
REUNION DINNER – 
SATURDAY 19 AUGUST 2017 

 
Information on the RAMC/RADC 
Old Boys Dinner is appended to 
this Newsletter. 

 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF BASE 

CAMP, BARONS CROSS, 

LEOMINSTER, 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

The following is an email that I 
received from former National 
Serviceman 23111044 Pte Michael 
Hughes-Nurse. If there are any 
members who are able to assist 
Michael then please contact him at 
michael.hughesnurse@btinternet.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pete Hughes former OTT passed 
away 08:20 on 20th February 2017. 
 
Michael Lamb 
 
Major (retired) Duncan Donachei 
 
RIP Gentlemen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RAMC ASSOCIATION 

CENTRAL GROUP 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1827528984158773/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1827528984158773/
mailto:michael.hughesnurse@btinternet.com


Mick McCran 
132 Nightingale Crescent 

Lincoln LN6 0JZ 
Tel: 01522 879307 

Mobile: 07748643552 
Email: michael.mccran@ntlworld.com 

 
Dear Friend, 
 
RAMC REUNITED 2018 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those members who attended the 
eighth gathering of RAMC Reunited which took place at the Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool 
during the weekend 5th to 8th February 2016.  The number of members attending 
was down as in previous reunions.  A number of those unable to make it, contacted 
me stating that they had just had long awaited surgery and were recuperating, or, 
they were being admitted just prior to the reunion. There were also those who had 
received long awaited Out-Patient appointments that could not be put off.  Here is 
hoping that you all are fully recovered and look forward to seeing you in February 
2018.   
 
The weekend went well and those who did attend appeared to have enjoyed it.  It 
was decided at the General Meeting on the Saturday morning that the weekend 
should be cut back to two days, that being the Friday and Saturday.  I have 
negotiated with the hotel an early bird option for those of you who wish to attend on 
the Thursday night or stay over on the Sunday night a price of £40.00 per person per 
night for Dinner, Bed and Breakfast. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank those of you who travelled from 
America, Cyprus, Malta and Spain, to attend.  Thank you. 
 
For those members for whom it was their first time attending, we hope that you 
enjoyed the weekend and look forward to meeting up with you in 2018. 
 
VENUE FOR NEXT FUNCTION - 2nd to 4th FEBRUARY 2018 
RAMC Reunited 2018 will be from 2nd to 4th February 2018 and will take place at 
the Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool.   
 
BOOKING 
The issue of long queues when booking in on the Friday afternoon I think would 
appear to have been resolved.  If members would like to adopt the same booking 
method as for the 2016 Reunion and that is,  members can pay a deposit in order to 
secure accommodation, but will need to make payment in full, which should include 
the £12.00 parking charge for those requiring to use the car parking facilities (vehicle 
registration is to be disclosed at the time of making the booking) Payment should be 
settled with the use of debit/credit card by no later than 19th January 2018 which is 
14 days prior to the Reunion. The Britannia Hotel chain, like most outlets are being 
charged a levy by Credit Card Companies and this is being passed onto the 
customer. The hotel may charge £2.00 for credit card transactions and £0.50 for 
debit card transactions.   
 
 
 

1 



Those members adopting this method would on arrival not have to report to the main 
reception desk, but report to the desk staffed by a member of the Adelphi Hotel staff 
which will be located close to the RAMC Reunited “meet and greet” desk in the foyer 
and collect an envelope which will contain their room key.  Members not using this 
method will be processed through the hotel reception desk. 
   
 Any member wishing  to have credit with the hotel during their stay, can attend the 
desk at any time and give the reception staff their credit/debit card details to open 
credit for them.  
 
Act now and complete the booking form and send it of today with your deposit - the 
hotel will take telephone bookings.  To secure a booking a deposit of £35.00 per 
person is required and this can be done by credit card guarantee or a cheque. If you 
intend to make a booking by telephone, please phone 0151 709 7200 during normal 
working hours Monday to Friday (0900 -1630 hours).  You will initially get a member 
of the reception staff.  Ask to be put through to Anna O’Brien or her deputy and 
make the booking.  Please do not phone outside these timings as you will be put 
through to Britannia Hotels Central Reservations and, they will book you into the 
hotel as a normal guest and not as a member of the RAMC Reunited Group. 
The hotel will allow one weeks’ notice of cancellation for a full refund and after this 
time, members will be charged for one night’s stay and refund the remainder. 
 
The hotel is offering an Early Bird Booking at a cost of £40.00 per person which 
includes dinner, bed and breakfast, for those members who wish to book in on the 
evening of Thursday 1st February 2018 and, stay over an extra night on Sunday 
night 4th February 2018. 
 
WEEKEND ITINERARY  
The Adelphi Hotel will provide a 1 and 2 night package, and also Saturday Reunion 
Dinner only, details of which are shown below.  The booking proforma, which is 
attached, will need to be completed and forwarded directly to the hotel with your 
deposit.  You are advised to reserve your accommodation as soon as possible and 
not leave it to the last moment.  Do not be disappointed and miss out on what has 
now become a popular gathering. Act now and complete the booking form and send 
it of today with your deposit - the hotel will take telephone bookings.  To secure a 
booking a deposit of £35.00 per person is required and this can be done by 
debit/credit card guarantee or a cheque.  
 
The weekend has been planned as follows: 
 
Friday 2nd February 
Check in from 1400 hours until 1700 hours  
Dinner - 1830 -2230 hours – Venue Banqueting Hall 
Disco – 2100 -2359 hours 
Overnight En Suite Accommodation 
 
Saturday 3rd February 
0730 - 1000 hours - Full English Breakfast – Pearce Room 
1045 hours - General Meeting – Derby Room 
1900 for 1930 hours - Reunion Dinner - 3 Course Set Menu – Banqueting Hall 
2100 hours - Raffle 
2130 – Entertainment – Stadt Band  
Overnight En Suite Accommodation 
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Sunday 4th February 
0700 - 0930 hours - Full English Breakfast – Pearce Room 
Guests depart by 1100 hours. 
 
COST 
Dinner Only Friday Night (2nd Feb) @ £20.00 per person 
 
Dinner Only (Saturday 3rd Feb)       @ £27.00 per person 
 
1 Night B&B (Sat 3rd Feb) + Dinner - Twin /Double @ £76.00 per person 
 
1 Night B&B (Sat 3rd Feb) + Dinner - Single @ £100.00     
 
2 Nights B&B (Fri/Sat) + Dinner         @ £145.00 per person 
 
Extra nights (Thu + Sun)           @ £40.00 per person 
 
ACCOMMODATION 
The Britannia Adelphi Hotel has 402 bedrooms with ensuites and all feature direct 
dial telephone, colour television/radio, hair dryer, trouser press and complimentary 
tea and coffee tray.  200 rooms (150 Twin/Double and 50 Single rooms) have been 
reserved for RAMC Reunited and hopefully these will be used.    
 
The Adelphi Hotel will on the 30th December 2017 release any rooms that have not 
been booked to other parties. So therefore, book early and don’t be disappointed.    
 
DISABLED FACILITIES 
There are 4 bedrooms within the hotel which have disabled facilities. Wheelchair 
users have access to all the function rooms within the hotel. 
 
DRESS 
Dress for the Saturday evening will be Lounge Suit. 
 
CAR PARKING FACILITIES 
The hotel has ample car parking facilities.  The Committee have negotiated with the 
hotel that members attending our Reunion will be charged £12.00 for the whole 
duration of their stay. Members will be required to pay the £12.00 when making the 
full payment by credit/debit card.  Please ensure that you disclose your vehicle 
registration when making your full payment. 
 
GENERAL MEETING 
Minutes of the General Meeting which took place on Saturday 6th February 2016 are 
attached. 
 
ELIGIBILITY TO ATTEND RAMC REUNITED 
The event is aimed at all ranks of former members of the RAMC whether they 
served as National Servicemen, Regular Army, Army Reserve and widow(ers) of late 
RAMC. It is an occasion whereby individuals along with their spouses/ partners meet 
up with friends and former colleagues of yesteryear.  
 
 
 
            3 
 



(Note:  When a regular member of the RAMC retires from the service and enlists into 
the Reserve Army or takes up a Non Regular Permanent Staff (NRPS) appointment 
within the RAMC or another Corps/Regiment he/she is also eligible to attend.  
Individuals who enlist into the Reserve Army (RAMC) who have had no former 
regular service will become eligible to attend on retirement from the Reserve Army). 
 
DONATIONS 
RAMC Reunited is a self-sufficient run event and relies on monies raised over the 
weekend.  If members would like to make a donation to RAMC Reunited, they can 
send a cheque to me made payable to “RAMC Reunion”.  In order not to incur 
additional postage costs, I will not send out an acknowledgement of receipt of 
donations unless specified on the donation proforma. 
 
RAMC Reunited has a PayPal Account and Andy Sumpner has inserted a PayPal 
button on the Donation Form on the RAMC Reunited website.  If you wish to make a 
donation to RAMC Reunited using this facility, all you need to do is go 
www.ramcreunited.co.uk,  under the Reunions & Events button  click on Liverpool 
2014,  click on the donation form and then click on the PayPal  button to make your 
donation. 
 
PUBLICIZE RAMC REUNITED 
RAMC Reunited is publicized through the Corps Magazine, Soldier Magazine, British 
Legion Magazine, and various web sites.  I would like to request if you are in contact 
with former members of the Corps would you please get in touch with them and let 
them know about RAMC Reunited.  They can either contact me on my e-mail 
address or phone me and I will forward them a copy of this letter.  Look forward to 
seeing you in Liverpool.  
 
“In Arduis Fidelis” 
 
 Mick McCran   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enclosures: 
Booking Form 
Minutes of General Meeting 
Donation Proforma 
Database Update Proforma 
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RAMC REUNITED WEEKEND 2nd – 4th FEBRUARY 2018 

BRITANNIA ADELPHI HOTEL, LIVERPOOL 

 
ACCOMMODATION BOOKING FORM 

 
Dinner Only Friday Night  

Dinner Only (Sat 3rd February) 

1 Night B & B (Sat 3rd Feb) + Dinner 

1 Night B & B (Sat 3rd Feb) + Dinner  

2 Nights B & B (Fri/Sat) + Dinner 

Extra nights (Thu + Sun) 

 
 
Twin/Double 

Single 

@ £20.00 per person 

@ £27.00 per person 

@ £75.00 per person 

@ £100.00 per person 

@ £145.00 per person 

@ £40.00 per person 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Guests Name(s) Room Type: 
Double/Twin 

or Single 

No of Rooms No of Persons in 
room 

Date of 
Arrival 

No of Nights 

      

      

      

      

Special Bedroom Requests: 
 

Dietary Requirements: 
 

Address Details 
Address: 
 
Postcode:                                                                    Daytime Tel:  
                                                                                      Mobile: 
 
Email address:   
 

 
THE FOLLOWING SECTION MUST BE COMPLETED 

A credit/debit card or cheque is needed to guarantee your booking. A non-refundable deposit of 
£35.00 per person will be taken from your card at this stage. All accounts must be settled before arrival or on 

departure (see notes overleaf) 

Payment enclosed by (please tick box)  Credit/Debit Card                    Cheque   
Credit/Debit Card Type Name on the card 

  
Credit/Debit Card Number Expiry date: 

        
 

      
 

Cheque enclosed Valued @£35.00 per person 

Car parking required @ £12.00 for stay  Yes/No Vehicle Registration Number: 

 
Signature-__________________________________________ _     Date ______________ 

RETURN COMPLETED FORM TO: 
Anna O’Brien, Accommodation Sales, Britannia Adelphi Hotel, Ranelagh Place 

Liverpool L3 5UL 
 

 
 
(PTO) 
 
 
 
            5 
 
 



NOTE: 
 
The hotel have advised me that members can pay a deposit in order to secure accommodation, but will need to 
make payment in full, which should include the £12.00 parking charge for those requiring to use the car parking 
facilities (vehicle registration is to be disclosed at the time of making the booking). Payment should be settled with 
the use of debit/credit card by no later than 19th January 2018 which is approximately 14 days prior to the 
Reunion. The Britannia Hotel chain, like most outlets are being charged a levy by Credit Card Companies and this is 
being passed onto the customer. The hotel will charge £2.00 for credit card transactions and £0.50 for debit card 
transactions. Those members adopting this method would on arrival not have to report to the main reception desk, 
but report to the desk staffed by a member of the Adelphi Hotel staff which would be located close to the RAMC 
Reunited meet and greet desk in the foyer and collect an envelope which will contain their room key. Members not 
using this method will be processed through the reception desk. 
 
Any member wishing to have credit with the hotel during their stay, can attend the desk at any time and give the 
reception staff their credit/debit card details to open credit for them. 
 
The hotel will allow one weeks’ notice of cancellation for a full refund and after this time, members will be charged 
for one night’s stay and refund the remainder. 
 
The hotel is offering an Early Bird Booking at a cost of £40.00 per person per night which includes dinner, bed and 
breakfast, for those members who wish to book in on Thursday night 1st February 2018 and stay over an extra 
night on Sunday night 4th February 2018. 
 
If you are making a booking by telephone, please phone 0151 709 7200 during normal working hours Monday to 
Friday (0900 -1630 hours).  You will initially get a member of the reception staff.  Ask to be put through to Anna 
O’Brien and make the booking. Please do not phone outside these timings as you will be put through to Britannia 
Hotels Central Reservations and, they will book you into the hotel as a normal guest and not as a member of the 
RAMC Reunited Group. 
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING – ADELPHI HOTEL SATURDAY 6TH 
FEBRUARY 2016 
 
Meeting opened at: 1045hrs Number present at the opening: 92 Number present at the 
close: 104 Chairman: Mac McHale 
Secretary: Mick McCran 
Entertainment: Bob Jordan (Nobby Garbutt Committee’s Entertainment Member) Raffle 
Organiser: Bryan Hair 
Note Taker: Brian Wilson 
 
1. WELCOME ADDRESS 
Mac McHale the Chairman opened the 8th RAMC Reunited Reunion General Meeting 
by welcoming everyone. He noted that 266 members had registered for the reunion 
which was a slight decrease on the 2014 attendance and, thanked all for attending. 
 
2. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved and accepted as a true record. 
 
Proposed by: Paul Whittick Seconded by: Brian Tennuci 
 
3. APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from: 
Frank Halliday, Sam Batty, Chris Tong, Phillip (Taff) Vandenwarker, Chris Baines, 
Charles G Batty, Bill Condick, Chris Dawkins, Colin Gidman, David Greenslade, Rab 
Aitken, Trevel Henry, Dave and Lyn Naylor, Marcus Allen, John Wall, Derek George, 
Frank Hunter, Angus Bustin, Dan Grant, Nobby Garbutt, Fred Boland, Roy Kibblewaite, 
Phil Basford, Noel Nash, Billy Noble, George Poole 
 
4. RAMC REUNITED STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT 
Mick McCran read out the transactions of the account as at 05/02/2016 
 
The Secretary presented the account outlining the transactions. He then addressed the 
meeting in relation to a former Medic by the name of Mark Webster who was found living 
on the streets of Liverpool with his son just before Christmas. The Charity Soldiers of 
The Streets has housed him and his child.  Mick went onto to say that he became aware 
of Mark’s plight through Facebook.  There was no direct contact with Mark, it was 
through a third person. Having spoken to the Chairman who agreed with Mick’s 
proposition, that Mark be invited to attend the reunion and stay overnight on the 
Saturday and, the expenses be paid from RAMC Reunited account. He was glad to say 
that Mark accepted and is looking forward to seeing some old friends and former 
colleagues. Mick paid £50.00 cost for hotel accommodation and Reunion Dinner plus 
breakfast and, would like to recover the cost from the funds. 
 
This was unanimously approved. 
 
Income Balance: £3483.28 Expenditure: £2401.33 Balance of Account: £1081.95 
 
The secretary commented that including our welfare case the Expenditure matched our 
income which is as it should be and commended the Statement of Account for approval. 
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The Statement of Account was approved as a true record.  
Proposed by: Trevor Cooper 
Seconded by: Chris Richards Carried 
 
The Chairman addressed the meeting raising the issue of donations and requested that 
those amongst us who were self-employed would consider making a donation to the 
RAMC Reunited Funds. He also urged those who were employed to approach their 
employers with a view to sponsoring us. 
 
5. ELECTION OF THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
The Chairman expressed his sorrow that Nobby Garbutt was unable to attend the 
weekend because of surgical complications and wished him a speedy recovery. 
Meanwhile, Bob Jordan kindly volunteered to take over the entertainment on this 
occasion. 
 
The Chairman advised members that the committee need some young blood; most of 
the present committee has served since our inauguration. 
 
Bryan Hair gave notice that he was standing down and urged someone to take over the 
organisation of the Raffle. 
 
Stephen and Rosemary Cuthbertson volunteered and accepted. 
 
The Chairman welcomed the new members on board and thanked Bryan Hair for his 
marvellous work. 
 
There being no further changes to the committee John Farrar Hockley proposed that 
committee be accepted ‘en bloc’ and in addition proposed a vote of thanks for the 
committees hard work hard work which was accepted unanimously 
 
6. DURATION OF RAMC REUNITED WEEKENDS 
The Chairman reviewed our previous reunions and wondered if any changes should be 
made to the duration of the weekend for future gatherings. After a healthy discussion it 
became apparent that a two day event was preferred. To conclude, the chairman gave 
two options to vote for by a show of hands: 
 
Option 1 - the reunion be held over three days Option 2 - the reunion changed to two 
days 
The members overwhelmingly voted for Option 2 
 
7. VENUE FOR RAMC REUNITED 2018 
The Chairman asked the members if they had any preferences for future Reunion 
venues. Chairman and Secretary presented S.W.O.T analysis of the venues. 
 
Following a long and erudite discussion a show of hands were in favour of returning to 
the Adelphi Hotel as the venue for the next reunion which will take place 2nd – 4th 
February 2018. 
 
Costs: Twin Bed Double Room sharing - £76 per person Single Occupancy - £100 
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Two Night Package - £145 per person 
Friday Night Dinner Only - £20.00 per person Saturday Night Only - £27.00 per person 
 
8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
8.1 The chairman discussed the arrangements for the evening. 
 
8.2 Phil Basford is actively involved in fund raising for the Pegasus Bridge Memorial 
Flight which is going to be placed in the Special Forces Grove in the National 
Arboretum. Phil has commissioned a piece of glassware with the RAMC Memorial 
Statue etched on. Spot Motley has organised a Blind Auction which hopefully will raise 
money for the Pegasus Bridge Memorial Flight. The draw will take place on the Saturday 
night. 
 
Further info: 
 
http://www.oxfordtimes.co.uk/news/14100171.Call_to_fund_a_national_memorial_for_o
ur_Ox _ Bucks_D_Day_heroes/?ref=mr&lp=16 
 
8.3  CHARITIES 
 
The Chairman invited the members to nominate charity proceeds of the main raffle 
Combat Stress, SSAFA, RAMC Charitable fund were mooted. 
 
8.4  WALTER HART’S UPDATED PHOTO ALBUM 
 
Walter Hart has updated is photo album and will be on display for members to view. 
 
8.5 BOOK – WAR MEDIC HERO 
 
Michael Naya was launching the book he wrote in honour of his late brother Pierre Naya 
MM. Any members wishing to purchase a copy of the Book can do so following the 
meeting. Michael will sign copies of the book. 
 
8.6  RAMC REUNITED “MEMBERS OPINION ON THE WAY AHEAD” 
 
The Chairman requested members to fill in their feedback forms to help design the 
format and running of future events – he also took a straw poll which resulted the 
members to continue in the same trusted format. 
 
8.7 WEEKENDS ENTERTAINMENT 
 
Bob Jordan discussed the entertainment plans for the weekend. 
 
8.8 NAMES BADGES 
 
It was suggested that for future reunions it might be a good idea for members to wear 
name badges with the date they joined in order to aid recognition. However this proposal 
was unanimously rejected by all assembled. The Chairman advised that if members 
want to wear name badges by all means but it will be an individual decision. 
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8.9  VETERAN’S MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES 
Harry Holder felt that there was not sufficient communication in Wales regarding 
Veteran’s mental health issues and volunteered to join with others in setting up a better 
communications network 
 
8.10 DISCOUNT ON P & 0 CRUISES 
Dai Leek advised members that P & O were offering discounts and money to spend on 
cruises for Veterans. Veterans would need to present some form of service 
identification. In addition, veterans in receipt of a war pension are entitled to a free 
oyster card 
 
 
9. CLOSING REMARKS 
The Chairman thanked members for attending and wished them an enjoyable weekend 
and gently reminded them to forget the Rugby and to be sat at their tables by 1929 hrs 
ready for the Stand bearers and start of the function. 
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RAMC REUNITED DATABASE 
 
 
(COMPLETE ONLY IF YOU HAVE NOT SUBMITTEDTHIS PROFORMA BEFORE OR 
YOUR DETAILS HAVE CHANGED) 
 
In order that I can keep the “RAMC Reunited” Database up to date, I ask if your contact 
details have changed, would you kindly complete this proforma and return it to me at the 
address shown below. 
 
PLEASE PRINT 
 
From: 
 
Please remove me from your database YES/NO Please update my details: 
Address: 
 
 
 
 
Tel No: 
 
E-mail: 
 
 
Please return this proforma to: 
 
Mick McCran 
132 Nightingale Crescent, 
Lincoln LN6 0JZ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(PTO) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
  
 
 



DONATION TO RAMC REUNITED 
 
From: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I wish to make a £   : donation to RAMC Reunited.  
 
Please send me a receipt for this donation YES/NO  
 
Please make cheques payable to:  RAMC Reunion 
 
 __________________________________________   
(Signature) 
 
 
Please forward your donation to:  
 
Mick McCran 
132 Nightingale Crescent 
Lincoln LN6 0JZ 
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THE RAMC/RADC OLD BOYS REUNION DINNER – SATURDAY 19 AUGUST 2017 
 

Dear Club Members, 
 
The RAMC/RADC Old Boys Reunion Dinner will take place on Saturday 19 August 2017 in 
Robertson House (previously AMS HQ Officers Mess). Please find attached the attendance 
proforma and brief outline of the evening. 
 
 
1. Arrival and take-over of accommodation (tea and biscuits available in the mess from 
1400hrs). 
 
2. Transport from accommodation to mess - 1745hrs. 
 
3. Group photo - 1815hrs. 
 
4. Pre-dinner drinks - 1830hrs. 
 
5. 5 minute dinner call - 1925hrs (Smoked salmon mousse, Supreme of chicken, 
Dauphinoise potato cake, fresh vegetables, Sicilian lemon tart, coffee & mints). 
 
6. Transport back to accommodation - 2359hrs. 
 
7. Breakfast 20 August - Victory House - 0800hrs. 
 
We have tried to keep the price of the evening as competitive as possible but I hope you can all 
appreciate that relevant costs reflect ‘today’s prices’. A copy of the group photo will be sent out 
to all members via email. Hard copies will be available upon request. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all at the reunion and will endeavour to keep you informed 
regarding any specific details that change prior to the event. Your assistance in publicizing the 
event would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Dom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Application to attend the RAMC/RADC Old Boys Reunion Dinner 2017 To be held 
on Saturday 19 August 2017 in Robertson House (previously AMS HQ Officer’s 

Mess) 
 

Please complete and return by either email or post 

Email to 
 
 

dom.dmello@brooklands.ac.uk 
dom.dmello@hotmail.co.uk 

Post to RAMC Old Boys Reunion 
Regimental Headquarters Army Medical Services 
Robertson House 
Slim Road Camberley Surrey GU15 4NP 

 

Please print in the boxes below 

Surname First Name 

Postal Address: 
 
 
 
 
 
Postcode: 

 

Telephone No: Mobile No: 

Email:  

Date Enlisted: 
(e.g. Sept 1951)  

Dietary requirements: 
 
 
 

Vehicle Reg: Make: 

Model: Colour: 

Wheel Chair          YES     NO Carer              
YES     
NO 

Name of Carer 
 

Attending Dinner YES   NO (please circle)  

Accommodation Saturday night 19 August 2017 YES   NO (please circle)  
Cost of Dinner 
(food/drink/band/photo) 

£50.00 Paid 

Victory House single room 
(ablutions separate) 

Cost £15.00 incl of 
breakfast 
per person + 
transport 

Paid 

Slim Officers Mess 
(Double Bed en suite toilet and 
shower) Disabled Facilities 

cost £35.00 incl of 
breakfast 
per person + 
transport 

Paid 

Total  Paid 

 
 
 
 
 



Bank Credit Transfer (BCT) to                                           

Date Paid 

 
RAMC Minor Funds 
Sort Code 16 – 19 – 26 
Account Number 10139295 
please add your name as a reference 
Or 
Cheque enclosed for ………………… 
made payable to the RAMC Minor Funds 

 
 

Please send by post enclosing your cheque 
OR send by email having paid by Bank Credit Transfer (BCT) 

Closing date is Friday 21 July 2017 


