was the battered shoulder title:
LEICESTER.

LEICESTERS UNKNOWN
SOLDIER
I received from Ken Roberts Secretary
of East Midlands RAMC Association
Branch the following which I thought
would be of interest to members.

Our Unknown Soldier
On 20 February 2016 the remains of a
British soldier of the Great War were
unearthed near the French town of
Auchy-les-Mines by members of The
Durand Group, a team researching the
underground relics – dugouts, tunnels
and mines – of the First World War. At
Auchy, the Durand archaeologists
were exploring an entrance to the once
fearsome German fortress, the
Hohenzollern Redoubt.
Here, the Hohenzollern Redoubt still
conjures up memories of devastating
casualties suffered by the two
territorial battalions of the
Leicestershire Regiment in an attack
on the fortress on 13 October 1915.
This link was literally spelled out when
it was found that, attached to a few
tattered threads of khaki on the soldier,

No effort was spared to identify the
soldier. The Ministry of Defence, the
Regiment and the Record Office for
Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland
(where the Regiment’s archives are
housed) were all contacted. Was the
Unknown Soldier from the 4th
Battalion (recruited in Leicester and its
suburbs) or the 5th (County) Battalion?
Was there anything amongst the
remains with a name or number?
Sadly, it proved impossible to identify
the unknown ‘Tiger’. Although a
treasure trove of buttons, buckles and
personal items (from a mug and spoon
to the coins in his pocket) were
unearthed, none gave any clue as to
identity. There was no identity disk, no
inscribed watch or cigarette case, and
no personal papers had survived in the
wet earth.
Thanks to the kindness of the Royal
Tigers Association the Record Office is
now able to put on display some of the
artefacts found beside that Unknown
Soldier of our County Regiment.
Alongside a display on the battle,
visitors can see personal relics and
rusted pieces of equipment from that
most fateful day of 1915.
For more details contact: Robin
Jenkins or Jenny Moran on (0116 257
1080) or through
recordoffice@leics.gov.uk
The Display is freely accessible during
Office opening hours at The Record
Office, Long Street, Wigston, LE18
2AH.

FRIENDS OF MILLBANK
The latest January FOM newsletter
from Frank Davis is appended to this
newsletter.
The February FOM newsletter is as
follows:
FOM February Newsletter
Dear Members,
Today we start in earnest
First the AGM is over, a big thank you
for those who braved the weather and
the vicissitudes of Southern Rail. All
contributed to the debate with new
ideas, it was fun and constructive see
the minute’s attached
The big news is the treasurer
recommended we increase our
income, in consequence we have
approved an increase in membership
fees, individual annual membership
will with effect from 1 January 2017 be
£20 per person or a permanent couple
will be £30.00. The cost of guests
attending on a one off occasion’s
remains at £5.00 and genuine
student’s admission is Free of Charge.
We have also discussed and designed
a plan which I will lead, to increase our
membership more on this subject in
the minutes and in subsequent
newsletters. The most heartfelt thanks
to the Committee who agreed to
soldier on alongside the Chairman
First Lecture for 2017 Friday 24 Feb
2017 Major General Andrew Sharpe
presents a lecture on The Direction of
War: Contemporary Strategy in a
Historical Perspective. His BIO is
attached; we are privileged to have an

expert on the very subject that
dominates our lives and has affected
our careers. As an aide memoire the
FLYER is attached. Please send on
the Flyer to others, the subject is so
relevant ……….now more than ever
OTHER EVENTS – please see the
Haywood Club Website advertising
their event on Friday 17th March 2017.
Paid up membership of the Haywood
Club is required to attend this event.
Same rule for Haywood Members
attending Trooping and the FOM
Lunch at the Polish Club in June

WAY AHEAD – the minute’s secretary
kindly drafted the FOM 2017
programme dates for your diary
LAST THOUGHT attendance at events
is essential to keep Friends of Millbank
Alive, so bring your friends, relatives,
nieces and nephews and their friends,
CIVILIAN, SERVING, and RETIRED
from all three services and all ranks,
with or without connection to
MILLBANK Just a love to learn about
Medical Military History in all its guises
including art, from the Crimea to way
in the Future
The following are appended to this
newsletter:
Flyer and Bio for first Lecture on 24
February 2017
2017 projected programme
AGM Minutes

Yours Frank

GRANDPARENTS ‘MISS OUT’
ON NATIONAL INSURANCE
PENSION PERKS
Tens of thousands of grandparents are
missing out on National Insurance (NI)
credits which could be worth more
than £230 a year when they retire, a
former pension’s minister has said.
Sir Steve Webb, director of policy at
Royal London, wants the government
to encourage more people to claim
them.
Mothers who give up work are given NI
credits while their children are under
12, to help them get a state pension.
If they return to work, relatives can
claim the credits instead.
To qualify for the so-called
grandparents' credit, such relatives
need to be of working age, while
caring for the child in question.
In the year to the end of September
2016, only about 1,300 people claimed
the credits, according to a response to
a Freedom of Information request.
However, Sir Steve said that as many
as 100,000 relatives could get them, if
only they were made aware.
"The scheme is not much use if hardly
anyone takes it up," he said.
"The government needs to act quickly
to alert mothers to the fact that they
can sign over the National Insurance
credits that they do not need."

Analysis: Simon Gompertz, BBC
personal finance correspondent
Any close relative can apply for the
National Insurance credits, but it's
most likely to be a grandparent, as
long as they're under pension age.
Each year of caring for a child under
12, qualifies them for an extra £231 of
annual pension.
Which is valuable if they don't have a
full National insurance record and
aren't earning enough to pay National
Insurance anyway.
If families think they've missed out,
they can make backdated claims for all
the years back to 2011.
A grandparent or other relative who
takes part in the scheme for a full year
is able to claim an extra 1/35th of the
state pension.
That is worth £231 a year, or about
£4,600 over a 20-year retirement.
In response, the government said that
as many as 5,000 people in total had
benefited from the scheme - officially
known as Specified Adult Childcare
credits - since it started in 2011.
"These credits are available to people
in a small number of specific
circumstances," said a spokesperson
for the Department for Work and
Pensions (DWP).
"As with all credits, details of the
Specified Adult Childcare credits are
well publicised on GOV.UK and are
promoted through a number of
consumer websites."

Those who have missed out on the
scheme can make back-dated claims.
The application form can be found on
the government's website.
https://publiconline.hmrc.gov.uk/lc/content/xfaforms
/profiles/forms.html?contentRoot=repo
sitory:///Applications/NICs_iForms/1.0
&template=CA9176_en_0.5.xdp

Venue: AMS HQ Officers’ Mess
Camberley at 12:00 hrs.
Application Form attached in the
appendices to this newsletter.
Tuesday 5th December 2017 – AMS
Carol Service.
Venue: Royal Chapel RMAS

If you do qualify for this claim, the
money is better in your pocket than
that of the Government’s.

Further information will be
promulgated later from the Regimental
Secretary QARANC.

ARMY MEDICAL SERVICES
PROGRAMME OF EVENTS
2017

RAMC FUNCTIONS

The following information contained
below and in the appendices to this
letter has been extracted from the Blue
Book for 2017.
AMS FUNCTIONS
Thursday 16th February 2017 – AMS
Keogh Dinner Night.
Venue: AMS HQ Officers’ Mess
Camberley 19:30 hrs for 20:00 hrs.
Application Form attached in the
appendices to this newsletter.
Thursday 22nd June and Friday
23rd June 2017 – AMS Athletics.
Venue: RMAS
For further information please contact
the AMS Command SM on
01276412935
Friday 27th October 2017 – AMS
Retired Officers’ Luncheon.

RAMC CEREMONY OF TURNING
THE PAGES
A full ceremony carried out by Regular
& Reserve Units will be held on the
following dates:
1st April 2017
6th May 2017
1st July 2017
7th October 2017
2nd December 2017
Wednesday 26th April 2017 - RAMC
Charity Annual General Meeting.
Venue: RHQ, RMAS.
Application Form attached in the
appendices to this newsletter.
Wednesday 10th May 2017 - RAMC
Annual Service and Association
AGM.

Venue: National Memorial Arboretum,
Alrewas. The Service will start at
11:00 hrs at the RAMC Memorial

Grove. The Association AGM will
commence at 12:00 hrs in the
marquee at NMA.

Thursday 12th October 2017 RAMC Regimental Guest Night &
David Bruce Lecture.

Application Form attached in the
appendices to this newsletter.
Thursday 22nd June 2017 - RAMC
Officers’ Annual Dinner & Hull
Grundy Lecture. The Hull Grundy
Lecture will take place in the AMS HQ
Officers’ Mess at 18:30 hrs.

The David Bruce Lecture will take
place in the AMS HQ Officers’ Mess at
18:30 hrs. Whilst this event has been
viewed as a Primary Healthcare event
in the past, all disciplines within the
AMS will find it of interest. The guest
speaker is always a distinguished
healthcare figure.

Following the lecture, the RAMC
Annual Dinner will be held at the AMS
Headquarter Officers’ Mess Camberley
at 19:30 hrs for 20:00 hrs.

Following the lecture, the dinner will be
held at the AMS Headquarter Officers’
Mess Camberley at 19:30 hrs for 20:00
hrs.

This is open to all Serving & retired
Officers Regular or Reserve who have
served with the Corps.

Application Form attached in the
appendices to this newsletter

Application Form attached in the
appendices to this newsletter.

Sunday 12th November 2017 –
Remembrance Sunday Service
Westminster Abbey

Sunday 25th June 2017 - RAMC
Corps Church Service.

Venue: Royal Garrison Church of All
Saints, Aldershot commencing at
11:00 hrs. Please be seated by 10:45
hrs.
See appendices to this newsletter for
more details.

Sunday 25th June 2017 - RAMC
Luncheon on Corps Sunday.

A Service of Remembrance will be
held in Westminster Abbey at 10:30
hrs.
Further details can be obtained in the
appendices to this newsletter.
Sunday 12th November 2017 RAMC Association at the Cenotaph
Parade London.
Further details can be obtained in the
appendices to this newsletter.

Venue: Princess Hall Aldershot.
Application Form attached in the
appendices to this newsletter.
War Pension Scheme: what you need
to know

https://www.gov.uk/government/public
ations/war-pension-scheme/warpension-scheme-what-you-need-toknow
Claiming for illness, injury or disease

Notes for ex-Far East and Korean
prisoners of war
https://www.gov.uk/government/upload
s/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/
504504/VeteransUK_Leaflet7.pdf

https://www.gov.uk/government/upload
s/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/
579389/Veterans_UK_AFCSWPS_Lea
flet_1.pdf

Rates of war pensions and allowances
2015/2016

Notes for people getting a war pension
living in the United Kingdom

Notes about war pension claims and
deafness

https://www.gov.uk/government/upload
s/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/
579390/Veterans_UK_Leaflet_2.pdf

https://www.gov.uk/government/upload
s/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/
540694/Veterans_UK_Leaflet_10.pdf

Notes for people getting a war pension
living overseas
https://www.gov.uk/government/upload
s/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/
504500/VeteransUK_Leaflet3.pdf

How we decide who receives a war
disablement pension

Notes about rejected claims for war
disablement and war widows or
widowers pensions living overseas

There are a number of compensation
schemes available to UK serving and
former serving personnel who are
injured as a result of their service in
the armed forces. The scheme that
applies to each individual will depend
on when and where you served.

https://www.gov.uk/government/upload
s/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/
504498/Vetsukleaflet5_accessible_v0_
1.pdf
Notes for war pensioners and war
widows or widower pensioners going
abroad
https://www.gov.uk/government/upload
s/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/
504503/12186_MOD_AFCSWPS_Vet
erans_Leaflet_6_v0_2.pdf

https://www.gov.uk/government/upload
s/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/
504505/Veterans_UK_Leaflet_9.pdf

https://www.gov.uk/government/upload
s/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/
585039/Veterans_UK_Leaflet11.pdf

The guidance provides information on
the following schemes:


the armed forces compensation
scheme (AFCS)

You can claim under the AFCS
where the illness or injury was
caused as a result of service on

or after 6 April 2005. You do not
need to have left the armed
forces before claiming.


the war pensions scheme
(WPS)
You can claim under the WPS if
you are no longer serving and
your disablement was caused
as a result of service in the
armed forces before 6 April
2005.



the criminal injuries
compensation (overseas)
(CICO) scheme

You can claim under the criminal
injuries compensation (overseas)
scheme if you or your eligible
dependents are the innocent victim of
a crime of violence while serving
overseas.
Related information:






Pensions for veterans
Armed forces compensation
scheme review
Armed Forces Compensation
Scheme review: one year on
Veterans UK
FAQs on the Armed Forces
Independence Payment

The 4th Edition to Volume 1 of the
Lead-Swinger is appended to this
newsletter. I hope that you enjoy the
read.
I encountered a problem distributing
the 3rd Edition to Volume 1 as a very
large majority of members didn’t
receive it and, those who did were
unable to open the newsletter. The
reason I now know was that it was too
large and mine along with other email
providers would not accept it. If
members go to
www.ramcreunited.co.uk Andy
Sumpner, the webmaster has
managed to insert the January
newsletter and appendices onto the
site on the Home Page under
Newsletters.

MV EMPIRE WINDRUSH
THE LEAD-SWINGER

An ex Corps member sent me the
enclosed picture which he received
from a person who knew the
photographer of the picture who was in
the lifeboat and took the picture of MV
Empire Windrush before it sank.

However she struck an uncharted rock
and sank after only two years in
service. Despite this, Hamburg Süd
remained confident in the design and
quickly ordered two more ships, the
MV Monte Pascoal and the MV Monte
Rosa; Monte Rosa was launched on 4
December 1930.

Empire Windrush 0030hrs March
30th 1954
Empire Windrush, under the name MV
Monte Rosa, was the last of five
almost-identical Monte-class
passenger ships that were built by
Blohm & Voss in Hamburg between
1924 and 1931 for Hamburg Süd
(Hamburg South American Steam
Shipping Company).
During the 1920s, Hamburg Süd
believed there would be a lucrative
business in carrying German
immigrants to South America and the
first two ships were built for that
purpose, passenger accommodation
was single-class, with space for 1150
in cabins and 1350 in dormitories. In
the event, the immigrant trade never
materialized and the two ships were
re-purposed as cruise ships, operating
in Northern European waters, the
Mediterranean and around South
America.
This proved to be a great success.
Until then, cruise holidays had been
the preserve of the rich. But by
providing modestly-priced cruises,
Hamburg Süd was able to profitably
cater to a large new clientele. Another
ship was commissioned to cater for the
demand – the MV Monte Cervantes.

Monte Rosa was 152.48 m long, with a
beam of 19.99 m. She had a depth of
11.48 m. The ship was assessed at
13,882 GRT, 7,788 NRT. The five
Monte-class vessels were dieselpowered motor ships, with four 1,436
nhp four-stroke diesel engines driving
two propellers. At the time, the use of
diesel engines was highly unusual in
ships of this size, which would have
been typically steam-powered, and
their use reflected the experience
Blohm & Voss had gained by building
Diesel-powered U-boats during World
War 1. Their top speed was 14 knots
(26 km/h) (around half the speed of the
large trans-Atlantic ocean liners of the
era) but this was considered adequate
for both the immigrant and cruise
business.[

EARLY HISTORY
The Monte Rosa was delivered to
Hamburg Süd in 1931, who operated
her as a cruise ship, traveling to
Norway, the United Kingdom and the
Mediterranean. After the Nazi regime
came to power in Germany in 1933,
she was operated as part of the
Strength Through Joy programme,
which provided leisure activities and
cheap holidays as a means of
promoting the party's ideology. She
ran aground off Torshavn, Faroe

Islands, on 23 July 1934, but was refloated the next day.
At the start of World War II, Monte
Rosa was allocated for military use.
She was used as a barracks ship at
Stettin, then as a troopship for the
invasion of Norway in April 1940. She
was later used as an accommodation
and recreational ship attached to the
battleship Tirpitz, stationed in the north
of Norway, from where Tirpitz and her
flotilla attacked the Allied convoys en
route to Russia. In November 1942,
she assisted in the deportation of
Norwegian Jewish people, carrying a
total of 46 people from Norway to
Denmark, of whom all but two later
died in Auschwitz concentration camp.
At the end of March 1944, Monte Rosa
was attacked by Royal Air Force
Bristol Beaufighters, of 144 Squadron
and 404 Squadron. The attack was
mounted for the explicit purpose of
sinking her, after British Intelligence
had obtained details of the ship's
movements. The RAF crews claimed
two torpedo hits and eight hits with
RP-3 rockets. In June 1944, members
of the Norwegian resistance
movement attempted, but failed to sink
her by attaching Limpet mines to her
hull.
Later in 1944, Monte Rosa served in
the Baltic Sea, rescuing Germans
trapped in Latvia, East Prussia and
Danzig by the advance of the Red
Army. In May 1945, she was captured
by advancing British forces at Kiel and
taken as a prize of war.

BRITISH SERVICE
In 1946, Monte Rosa was assigned to
the British Ministry of Transport and
converted into a troopship. By this
time, she was the only survivor of the
five Monte-Class ships. The Monte
Cervantes sank near Tierra del Fuego
in 1930, one ship was sunk by an airraid in 1942; one was badly damaged
by bombs and scrapped after the war.
The Monte Pascoal was scuttled by
the British in 1946.
Monte Rosa was renamed HMT
Empire Windrush on 21 January 1947,
for use on the Southampton-GibraltarSuez-Aden-Colombo-Singapore-Hong
Kong route, with voyages extended to
Kure in Japan after the start of the
Korean War. The vessel was operated
for the British Government by the New
Zealand Shipping Company, and
made one voyage only to the
Caribbean before resuming normal
trooping voyages.
The new name was one of a series of
ship names used by the British
government for the vessels that were
acquired or chartered for the carriage
of troops. Many of these ships were
second-hand (like Empire Windrush),
and were renamed when bought. The
names were "Empire" followed by the
name of a British river; in this case the
River Windrush, a minor tributary of
the Thames, flowing from the Cotswold
Hills towards Oxford.
WEST INDIAN IMMIGRANTS
In 1948, Empire Windrush, which was
en route from Australia to England via
the Atlantic, docked in Kingston,
Jamaica to pick servicemen who were

on leave. The British Nationality Act
1948 had just been passed, giving
British citizenship to all people living in
Commonwealth countries, and full
rights of entry and settlement in
Britain. The ship was far from full, and
so an opportunistic advertisement was
placed in a Jamaican newspaper
offering cheap transport on the ship for
anybody who wanted to come and
work in the UK. Many former
servicemen took this opportunity to
return to Britain with the hopes of rejoining the RAF, while others decided
to make the journey just to see what
England was like. The resulting group
of 492 immigrants famously began a
wave of migration from the Caribbean
to the UK, and the name Windrush has
as a result come to be used as
shorthand for that migration, and by
extension for the beginning of modern
British multicultural society.
The arrival of the ship immediately
prompted complaints from some
members of parliament, but legislation
controlling immigration was not passed
until 1962. Among the passengers was
Sam Beaver King who went on to
become the first black Mayor of
Southwark. There were also the
calypso musicians Lord Kitchener,
Lord Beginner, Lord Woodbine and
Mona Baptiste, alongside 60 Polish
women displaced during the Second
World War. There were several
stowaways. One, Averill Wauchope,
was a "25-year-old seamstress" who
was discovered seven days out of
Kingston. A whip-round was organised
on board ship, raising £50 – enough
for the fare and £4 pocket money for
her. Nancy Cunard, heiress to the
Cunard shipping fortune, who was on
her way back from Trinidad, "took a

fancy to her" and "intended looking
after her".
The arrivals were temporarily housed
in the Clapham South deep shelter in
south-west London, less than a mile
away from the Cold Harbour Lane
Employment Exchange in Brixton,
where some of the arrivals sought
work. Many only intended to stay for a
few years, and although a number
returned the majority remained to
settle permanently.
SINKING
Windrush set off from Yokohama,
Japan in February 1954 on what
proved to be her final voyage. She
called at Kure and was to sail to the
United Kingdom. Her passengers
including recovering wounded United
Nations veterans of the Korean War,
some soldiers from the Duke of
Wellington's Regiment wounded at the
Third Battle of the Hook in May 1953,
and also military families. However,
the voyage was plagued with engine
breakdowns and other defects and it
took ten weeks to reach Port Said,
from where the ship sailed for the last
time.
An inquiry later found that an engine
room fire began after a fall of soot from
the funnel fractured oil-fuel supply
pipes. The subsequent explosion and
fierce oil-fed fire killed four members of
the engine room crew. The fire could
not be fought because of a lack of
electrical power for the water pumps
because the back-up generators were
also not in working order and the ship
did not have a sprinkler system. The
lack of electrical power also prevented
many lifeboats from being launched

and the remainder were unable to
accommodate all the survivors, who
were mostly clad in their nightclothes.
Despite these difficulties, the only
fatalities were the four crew killed in
the engine room – all 1,276
passengers were saved. The rescue
vessels took them to Algiers, where
they were cared for by the French Red
Cross and the French Army.
Assistance was given by MV Mentor,
MV Socotra, SS Hemsefjell and SS
Taigete A Shackleton from 224
Squadron, Royal Air Force assisted in
the rescue.
The burned-out hulk of Empire
Windrush was taken in tow by the Bayclass anti-aircraft frigate HMS Enard
Bay of the Royal Navy's Mediterranean
Fleet, 32 miles northwest of Cape
Caxine. HMS Enard Bay attempted to
tow the ship to Gibraltar in worsening
weather, but Empire Windrush sank in
the early hours of the following
morning, Monday, 30 March 1954. The
wreck lies at a depth of around 2,600
metres
LEGACY
Windrush Square, London (2006).
In 1998, an area of public open space
in Brixton, London, was renamed
Windrush Square to commemorate the
50th anniversary of the arrival of
Windrush's West Indian passengers.
To commemorate the "Windrush
Generation", in 2008, a Thurrock
Heritage plaque was unveiled at the
London Cruise Terminal at Tilbury.
This chapter in the boat's history was
also commemorated, although
fleetingly only, in the Pandemonium

sequence of the Opening Ceremony of
the Games of the XXX Olympiad in
London, 27 July 2012. A small replica
of the ship plastered with newsprint
was the facsimile representation in the
ceremony.
Hamburg Süd commemorates the
Windrush by operating a modern
container ship with her original name,
Monte Rosa.

BIMONTHLY MAGAZINE
MILITARY JOURNAL ISSUE 6
JANUARY – MARCH 2017
I have received from the editor of The
E Magazine Military Journal issue 06 –
January to March 2017
Members can access the latest
Version of the E Magazine
Military Journal by clicking on either of
the links below which will enable you
to download and read the magazine in
either the PDF or flip over format.
https://www.dropbox.com/s/vgkbtdu
t18mis7n/Military%20Journal%206%
202017.pdf?dl=0 = PDF
http://online.pubhtml5.com/ehqh/tv
wj/ = E pub flip over version

VETERANS BREAKFAST
CLUB (VBCs)
I first published VBCs in the February
2016 Newsletter. Have any members
attended their local VBC? I would like
to know your thoughts and, would you
recommend them to other Veterans?
Area Locations of VBCs within the UK:

Scotland
Wales
North East
North West
Yorkshire & Humber
East Midlands
West Midlands
East Anglia
London
South East
South West

16
6
6
21
22
21
9
7
6
18
18

No recorded VBCs in Northern Ireland.

Information on your local VBC and
how to join, or start up a VBC in your
area, can be obtained by going to:
http://veteransbreakfastclubs.co.uk/

Andy Gash passed away on 4th
January 2017. He fought so hard, was
so brave and was so inspirational in
how he dealt with his battle against
cancer.
Jan Sobczuk passed away in the
Nuffield Health Shrewsbury Hospital
on Sunday 15th January 2017. Jan
was one of the first Direct Entry
Commissioned Pharmacists and
served at CMH Aldershot and Duchess
of Kent Military Hospital and other
medical units.
Tony Stewart passed away on 1st
February 2017. He took over from
Ray Turford as RSM of 7 Field Force
Field Ambulance in Colchester.

RIP GENTLEMEN

