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I would like to apologise to members 

for failing to include Phillip Currass in 

last month’s edition of the Newsletter 

under the article “WE WILL 

REMEMBER YOU”  

 

 21 Phil was one of the SAS soldiers 

and Special Forces Support soldiers 

who lost their lives in the Falklands 

War 1982.  

 

 
Memorial to Phil Currass laid in the 
Allied Special Forces Memorial 
Grove at NMA 

 
 

THE INDIAN MUTINY 1857 – 
1858 

 
With the British Army barely recovered 
from the campaign in the Crimea, 
unrest was gradually fermenting in the 
Indian sub-continent. 
 
The causes of this unrest are very 
complex and include annexation of 
those Indian States whose ruler died 
without a natural heir. (1) This policy 
instilled fear in the population that their 
customs and rule would be replaced 
by those of the British Government.  
 
In the East India Company the Sepoys 
considered themselves the real rulers, 
the European officers in many cases 
being old and infirm due to long years 
on the Indian sub-continent. (2) 
 
Perhaps one of the most widely known 
contributing factors to the mutiny and 
perhaps the catalyst to the unrest was 
the issue of the cartridges for the new 
Enfield Rifle. The Enfield was 
scheduled to replace existing small 
arms in India in 1854 but the Crimean 
campaign and the need for the new 
rifles there, delayed the arrival of the 
first batch until the Spring of 1856; (3) 
this first batch being issued to British 
Troops. By May 1857 12,000 Enfield 
rifles had arrived in India but the 
majority remained in Magazines. 
 
The cartridge for the rifle was of paper 
construction and was loaded by the tip 
of the cartridge being bitten off, 
powder poured down the barrel and 
then the remaining cartridge containing 
the ball, forced down the barrel by the 
ramrod. (4) To enhance the loading of 
the cartridge into the barrel it was 
greased. Although a warning had been 
issued by the authorities that the 
grease used should not offend the 
Indian castes, this seems to have been 
ignored. 



When the first Indian troops were 
summoned for instruction in the new 
weapon the rumour circulated that the 
cartridge was greased with a mixture 
of both pig and cow fat. The Sepoys 
refused to handle even ungreased 
cartridges and as a subsequence 
many were arrested. On 10 May 1857 
the Sepoys mutinied at Meerut 
choosing a time when the European 
Officers and their families would be at 
church parade and therefore unarmed. 
The Sepoys attacked the Europeans, 
murdering them and their families and 
then burnt their houses. (5) They then 
advanced on the jail and freed their 
previously imprisoned fellow soldiers. 
They then broke open the armouries 
and in the early hours of the next day 
made their way towards Delhi. (6) 
 

DELHI 
The mutineers captured Delhi on 11 
May; there were few European troops 
in this ancient capital and the majority 
that were there were slaughtered 
unless they managed to escape. The 
mutineers quickly managed to break 
open the main powder magazine and 
prepared for the assault that the British 
must surely make. The assault did 
come, in September 1857, after a 
siege of several months.  
 
One of the regiments taking part in the 
siege and assault was the 61st 
Regiment of Foot, which formed part of 
No. 5 Column under Brigadier 
Longfield and they were to assault 
through the Kashmir Gate and on into 
the city. (7) 
 
The Regiment had a Surgeon, Ludovic 
Charles Stewart and three Assistant 
Surgeons, Robert McNab, Alfred 
Hayte and Herbert Taylor Reade. (8) 
 
 
 
 

HERBERT TAYLOR READE 
 

 
Herbert Taylor Reade was born at 
Perth, Upper Canada on 20 
September 1828. His father was 
Surgeon George Hume Reade who at 
the time of Herbert’s birth was 
employed in the Military Department of 
Canada. (9) After his schooling and 
medical education Reade applied to 
join the army and was appointed an 
Acting Assistant Surgeon on 9 August 
1850 and then Assistant Surgeon to 
the 61st Regiment of Foot on 8 
November 1850. He served at Home 
until 20 January 1857 when he 
embarked for Bengal. (10) 
 
The records of the regiment show that 
whilst preparing for the assault on 
Delhi Reade and his colleagues had 
sickness as well as battle injuries to 
deal with. On most days men are listed 
as having ‘died’ including from 
Cholera. (11) 
 
On 14 September Reade followed the 
assaulting troops through the Kashmir 
Gate as No. 5 Column followed in the 
wake of No. 3. The fighting was 
intense as the columns spread out to 
capture their various objectives. The 
first part of the citation for Reade’s 
Victoria Cross bears testimony to this: 
During the siege of Delhi, on the 14th 
of September 1857, while Surgeon 



Reade was attending to the wounded, 
at the end of one of the streets in the 
city, a party of rebels advanced from 
the direction of the Bank, and having 
established themselves in the houses 
in the street, commenced firing from 
the roofs. The wounded were thus in 
very great danger, and would have 
fallen into the hands of the enemy, had 
not Surgeon Reade drawn his sword, 
and calling upon the few soldiers who 
were near to follow, succeeded, under 
a very heavy fire, in dislodging the 
rebels from their position.  
Surgeon Reade’s party consisted of 
about ten in all, of whom two were 
killed, and five or six wounded. (12) 
It is said that Reade himself killed two 
Sepoys. (13)  
On 16 September a Party of the 61st 
under command of Colonel Deacon 
and accompanied by Punjabis and 
Baluchis stormed and captured the 
magazine. Reade accompanied this 
party as the second part of his citation 
testifies: 
“Surgeon Reade also accompanied 
the regiment at the assault of Delhi, 
and, on the morning of the 16th 
September, 1857, was one of the first 
up at the breach in the magazine, 
which was stormed by the 61st 
Regiment and Belooch Battalion, upon 
which occasion he, with a sergeant of 
the 61st Regiment, spiked one of the 
enemy’s guns.” (14) 

 
It would be 1861 before the 
announcement of the award appeared 
in the London Gazette. This was due 
to a delay in the submission, brought 
about by a combination of sickness 
amongst the 61st Commanding Officer 

and then a frequent change of 
commanding officer. By the time the 
recommendation was made it was felt 
that the delay was too great and the 
award should not be made but Reade 
himself made a representation to the 
Director General and in January 1861 
Sidney Herbert felt there was good 
cause for the award and as the delay 
was not of Reade’s doing, a 
recommendation was made. (15)  
By now Reade had been promoted to 
Surgeon, had undertaken an 
appointment as a Staff Surgeon for 
fourteen months and then back to the 
61st Regiment until December 1861 
when he returned to the Staff. These 
appointments had included Mauritius 
and England. He returned to India in 
1864 followed by a return to England 
in November 1869 and then to the 
Straits Settlements as a Surgeon 
Major but in September 1873 was 
returned to England ‘sick’. He 
remained in England until July 1880 
when he was sent to the West Indies 
in the rank of Deputy Surgeon 
General. During this appointment he 
was ‘brought to notice for his 
indefatigable devotion to duty during 
epidemic of Yellow Fever 1881’. Once 
again his own sickness necessitated 
his return to England in November 
1881 followed by being placed on ‘half 
pay’ in September 1883 for thirteen 
months. Restored to the rank of 
Deputy Surgeon General on 13 
October 1884 he served on the home 
establishment until 31 December 1887 
when he retired in the rank of Surgeon 
General. (16)  
 
Surgeon General Herbert Taylor 
Reade died on 23 June 1897 at 
Sunnylands, Lower Weston, Somerset 
and was buried in Locksbrook 
cemetery, Upper Bristol Road, Bath. 
 
He is commemorated by a plaque at 
the Royal Canadian Legion, Beckwith 



Street East, Perth Ontario and his 
medals are in the Soldiers of 
Gloucester Regimental Museum. (17) 
 
LUCKNOW 
Lucknow sits as the capital of Oudh 
and was the home of the British 
resident. To the mutineers it 
symbolised British rule and so they 
directed their attention to it. 
 
The Chief Commissioner had spent 
most of his life in India and aware of 
the trouble brewing amongst the native 
troops had prepared for the eventuality 
of troubles. His force numbered 1730 
men plus civilians and non-
combatants. Once the Commissioner 
heard of the mutiny he immediately 
disarmed his Sepoy forces and drove 
them out of the city which he then 
prepared for the arrival of the 
mutineers. Over the next few months 
the city was besieged with the 
Residency becoming the centre of 
resistance. 
 
A relief force set out for Lucknow in 
July and after capturing Cownpore en 
route, had to wait there for 
reinforcements. By 23 September the 
relief column was just a few miles 
south of Lucknow and prepared to 
assault the city and relieve the 
Residency which it did on 25 
September.  By now the relief column 
itself was severely depleted and found 
itself besieged in the Residency; this 
lasted a further six weeks. On 12 
November a further relief column 
approached the Residency and by 19 
November had broken through and 
began to evacuate it. (18) 
Marching in that first relief column was 
the 78th Highlanders who had as their 
Surgeon, Joseph Jee with Valantine 
McMaster as an Assistant Surgeon.  
 
 
 

JOSEPH JEE 
 

 
Joseph Jee was born on 9 February 
1819 at Hartshill, Warwickshire, the 
son of Christopher Preston Jee. His 
education took place in universities in 
London, Edinburgh and the Ecole de 
Medecine, Paris, eventually qualifying 
as a Member of the Royal College of 
Surgeons (MRCS) in 1841.  On 15 
April 1842 he applied for and was 
appointed as Assistant Surgeon 57th 
Foot. He exchanged into 15th 
Dragoons on 22 December 1843. On 
the 23 June 1854 he was appointed 
Surgeon, 78th Foot. (19) 
 
It was with the 78th that he took part in 
the Persian Campaign of 1857 and 
during the battle of Kooshat he had his 
charger shot from under him.(20) On 
10 May the regiment sailed for India 
and were greeted on their arrival at 
Bombay on 22 May by news of the 
mutiny. They marched towards 
Allahabad and first encountered the 
rebels on 12 July at Futtehpore but not 
before the regiment had lost men 
along the route to heat stroke. (21) 
 
On entering Cawnpore,  Jee would 
have witnessed the distressing sites of 
the massacred English women and 
children. Disease did not allow the 
78th to advance straight away onto 
Lucknow but they awaited 
reinforcements in Cawnpore where 



Cholera claimed more lives. Finally on 
25 September the 78th were before 
Lucknow and it was on that date that 
Joseph Jee would earn himself the 
nation’s highest award for gallantry.  
General Outram had directed that 
dhoolies carrying the wounded should 
be moved through the city under the 
charge of Surgeon Jee accompanied 
by Surgeon Home of the 90th 
Regiment.  Despite having a guide 
they got lost in the maze of narrow 
streets and eventually found 
themselves in a large square and were 
immediately fired on from all sides, 
many of the dhoolie bearers being 
killed and the others fleeing. The 
survivors took refuge in a large house 
and were besieged by between 500-
1000 mutineers. After a long night they 
were eventually rescued the next day. 
(22) 
His citation for the award of the 
Victoria Cross best describes the 
action: 
“For most conspicuous gallantry and 
important services on the entry of the 
late Major-General Havelock’s 
relieving force into Lucknow, on 25 
September 1857, in having, during 
action (when the 78th Highlanders, 
then in possession of the Char Bagh, 
captured two 9 pounders at the point 
of the bayonet), by great exertion and 
devoted exposure, attended to the 
large number of men wounded in the 
charge, whom he succeeded in getting 
removed on cots and on the backs of 
comrades, until he had collected the 
dhoolie-bearers who had fled. 
Subsequently on the same day, in 
endeavouring to reach the Residency 
with wounded men, Surgeon Jee 
became besieged by an overwhelming 
force in the Mote Mehal, where he 
remained during the whole night and 
the following morning, voluntarily and 
repeatedly exposing himself to a heavy 
fire in proceeding to dress the 
wounded men who fell while serving a 

24 pounder in a most exposed 
position. He eventually succeeded in 
taking many of the wounded through a 
cross fire of ordnance and musketry 
safely into the residency by the river-
bank, although repeatedly warned not 
to make the perilous attempt.” (23) 
 
Appointed a Commander of the Order 
of the Bath in 1859, Jee met and 
married Norah Carola Riley in 1860. 
He continued to serve with the 78th 
until 20 September 1864 when he 
transferred to the 1st Dragoons and 
served with them for three and a half 
years until 4 March 1868 when he was 
promoted Deputy Inspector General of 
Hospitals and was placed on Half Pay. 
He remained on Half Pay until his 
death on 17 March 1899. In his latter 
years he had enjoyed field sports of 
shooting and Salmon fishing and had 
won trophies for his shooting. He died 
at his home, Queniborough Hall, 
Queensborough, near Leicester, aged 
80 years. That same year he had been 
appointed a Honorary Surgeon to the 
Queen. (24) (25) 
 
VALANTINE MUNBEE MCMASTER 
 

 
 



 
One of Jee’s Assistant Surgeons was 
Valantine Munbee McMaster and he 
would be the second doctor to be 
awarded a Victoria Cross on 25 
September for the action at the 
Residency. 
 
Valantine Munbee McMaster was born 
on 16 May 1834 in Trichinopoly, 
Madras India where his father was 
serving as a Major in the 6th Native 
Infantry. He would eventually return to 
England to begin his education, The 
1841 Census shows him living with his 
mother and siblings in Edinburgh. The 
1851 Census shows him living at 2/2 
Salisbury Square Edinburgh, aged 16 
and a student of medicine. On 27 
March 1855 he was appointed an 
Assistant Surgeon 78th Foot having 
qualified as a Licentiate of the Royal 
College of Surgeons of Edinburgh. 
(26) He served with the regiment in the 
Persian Campaign of 1856-7 and was 
present at both the actions at Kooshab 
and Mohamrah. (27)  With the return of 
the 78th to India, McMaster 
accompanied them on its advance 
towards Lucknow.  
 
With Surgeon Jee, on 25 September, 
he took part in the relief of Lucknow. 
According to the regimental history 
McMaster did not confine himself to his 
medical duties:  Lieutenant Kirby was 
mortally wounded in the final advance 
while gallantly waiving the Queen’s 
Colour which he had carried 
throughout the action. On his fall 
Sergeant Reid of the Grenadier 
Company seized the Colour and 
carried it for some distance, when 

Assistant Surgeon McMaster took it 
from him and took it nearly up to the 
Bailey Guard Gate when he handed it 
over to Colour Sergeant Christie. (28) 
The Victoria Cross was conferred on 
the 78

th
 who were required to 

nominate an individual to receive and 
wear it. It was unanimously agreed 
that it should be awarded to McMaster. 
(29) 
For the intrepidity with which he 
exposed himself to the fire of the 
enemy, in bringing in and attending to 
the wounded on 25th Sept., at 
Lucknow (30) The regiment had fifty-
seven killed and wounded during the 
attack on 25 September. (31)  During 
the ensuring siege which lasted until 
November McMaster, at times, 
commanded detachments of men in 
the defences of the Residency and at 
some time was wounded.  
 
On 18th May 1859 the Regiment 
embarked for England and in 
September 1860 McMaster had 
transferred to the 6th Dragoons. (32) 
The Quartermaster of the regiment 
was Charles Wooden who had been 
awarded a Victoria Cross along with 
Surgeon Mouat for the rescue of 
Captain William Morris, after the 
charge of the Light Brigade in October 
1854. (33) Also in 1860 McMaster 
qualified M.D. at Edinburgh.  
 
After four years with 6th Dragoons 
McMaster moved to the 18th Hussars 
for four years, all this time on the 
Indian sub continent once again. After 
a year as a Staff Surgeon he re-joined 
the 78th on 6 March 1869 and went to 
Canada and Nova Scotia, returning to 
Ireland with the regiment in January 
1872, where it was stationed at North 
Queen Street Barracks, Belfast. (34)   
Soon after his return, on 22 January 
1872, Valentine McMaster died in 
Belfast of heart disease, aged thirty 
eight years. He was buried in Belfast 



City Cemetery and a memorial was 
erected in St. Columb’s Cathedral. 
 
His Victoria Cross is on display in the 
National War Museum of Scotland. 
 
 
90TH REGIMENT OF FOOT 
 
In 1857 the 90th Regiment were 
stationed at Anglesea Barracks, 
Portsmouth but their stay was to be 
short lived when the regiment received 
orders that they would proceed to India 
in June. The departure was brought 
forward to April but the destination 
changed to China. The medical staff 
accompanying the regiment consisted 
of Surgeon A.D. Home and Assistant 
Surgeons W. Bradshaw and C.R. 
Nelson. 
 
When the ships stopped at Cape de 
Verde Islands en route they were met 
with the news that the destination 
would after all be India and that they 
were to proceed with all speed to 
Calcutta, where they arrived in late 
July. 
 
On their arrival at Calcutta the 
regiment immediately proceeded up 
the river Ganges by steamer 
encountering the mutineers at various 
locations. (35) On their return down 
river Cholera broke out and one of 
those who died was Assistant Surgeon 
Nelson. In August the 90th was 
ordered to join General Havelock’s 
force attempting to relieve Lucknow 
and by 1st September were at 
Allahabad and then Cawnpore on 15th 
September but not before sickness 
had, once again, taken its toll of the 
regiment. At Cawnpore they joined the 
2nd Brigade, alongside the 78th and 
continued their advance upon 
Lucknow, finding themselves before it 
on 22nd September. The relief 
commenced on three days later, 

reaching the Residency on 27 
September but not before an attempt 
was made on the 26 September to 
remove the wounded out of the area 
around Mootee Munzil Palace and into 
the Residency. To assist the party they 
employed a local guide and dhoolies 
and were escorted by 150 men of the 
5th Fusiliers. (36) Accompanying the 
wounded was Surgeon Anthony 
Dickson Home assisted by Assistant 
Surgeon William Bradshaw. 
 
The attempt to remove the wounded 
has been described as ‘calamitous’ but 
for their part in the affair both doctors 
would subsequently be awarded the 
Victoria Cross. (37) Home was 
informed by Colonel Campbell of the 
90th that there would be two patches 
of dangerous ground the party would  
have to negotiate, the second 300 
yards wide, close to the end of the 
route. Immediately the party set off 
and left cover it came under fire and 
had to reform the dhoolies before 
setting off again, preceded by the 5th 
Fusiliers under Major Simmonds. 
Shortly after, whilst crossing a nullah, 
enemy grape shot killed and wounded 
several dhoolie bearers and re-
wounded some of the patients being 
carried. It was in this confusion that the 
guide took a wrong turn and led the 
party into a square where they were 
subjected to a heavy fire. 
 
Home gave his own account of the 
action in Records of the 90th Regiment 
‘Here our men fell thickly and all the 
dhoolies were deserted’. (38) Some of 
the Dhoolies did manage to reach 
safety; William Bradshaw was sent 
back with Mr Hurst, an Apothecary, to 
the rear of the column and after 
managing to round up some of the 
dhoolie bearers succeeded in getting 
the wounded away from the area and 
along the river to the Residency, 



Bradshaw being wounded in the 
process.  
 
By now the remaining dhoolies, with 
their wounded still with them, were 
scattered about the street and square 
with the bearers sheltering from the 
fire. The mutineers now began to 
make their entry into the square so 
fearing for the safety of the wounded 
left in the dhoolies, Home rushed out 
into the open and with the help of 
some of the escort dragged the 
wounded into a doorway. It was to this 
doorway that the mutineers now turned 
their attention. Using whatever they 
could find in the building and also 
using the bodies of dead mutineers, 
Home’s party erected a barricade 
against the increasing fire. Further 
attempts were made to bring in the 
wounded from the dhoolies, in many 
cases resulting in wounds to the 
rescuers and further wounds to the 
rescued. When not treating the 
wounded Home found himself firing his 
revolver through a nearby window. 
By now the mutineers were on the roof 
with the intention of setting it alight and 
burning the party below, out. Those 
able, rushed to another building but 
again the mutineers followed and 
commenced burning the roof.(39) 
With night now upon them the party 
suffered little sleep, desperate for 
water and constantly alert to firing 
going on in their vicinity. Finally, at 
daybreak the party were relieved and 
led to safety. 
 
Anthony Dickson Home and William 
Bradshaw were awarded Victoria 
Crosses for their bravery. The 
notification appeared in the London 
Gazette dated 18 June 1858: 
For persevering bravery and admirable 
conduct in charge of the wounded men 
left behind the column, when the 
troops under the late Major General 
Havelock forced their way into the 

Residency of Lucknow, on the 26th 
September 1857. The escort left with 
the wounded had, by casualties, been 
reduced to a few stragglers, and being 
entirely separated from the column, 
this small party with the wounded were 
forced into a house, in which they 
defended themselves till it was set on 
fire. They then retreated to a shed a 
few yards from it, and in this place 
continued to defend themselves for 
more than twenty-two hours, till 
relieved. At last, only six men and Mr 
Home remained to fire. Of four officers 
who were with the party, all were badly 
wounded, and three are since dead. 
The conduct of the defence during the 
latter part of the time devolved 
therefore on Mr Home, and to his 
active exertions previously to being 
forced into the house, and his good 
conduct throughout, the safety of any 
of the wounded, and the successful 
defence, is mainly to be attributed. 
 
Queen Victoria presented the Victoria 
Cross to both doctors on 8 June 1859 
at Buckingham Palace. 
 
ANTHONY DICKSON HOME 
 

 
 



 
Anthony Dickson Home was born on 
30 May 1826 at Dunbar. In his early 
years he lived in Berwickshire and 
Selkirk before commencing his 
medical training at St. Andrews where 
he obtained his M.D. in 1847. He then 
spent a further year’s study including 
at Paris before he qualified MRCS in 
1848. (40) 
 
Home entered the army as an 
Assistant Surgeon, 3rd West India 
Regiment on 17 March 1848. (41) 
Soon after, He left with three of his 
contemporaries, for the West Indies, ‘ 
a station regarded as – barring the 
West Coast of Africa – the worst to 
which an aspirant in the Army Medical 
Service could be sent.’(42) Twenty 
eight days later Home arrived in 
Barbados. He only served with the 
West India Regiment for nine months 
and then transferred to 72nd Foot, 
sailing to Nova Scotia in July 1851, 
where he only served for a month 
before returning to England. (43) His 
duties in England lasted until January 
1853 when he proceeded to Gibraltar 
for eighteen months as a Staff 
Surgeon, followed by an appointment 
as a Surgeon to the 8th Dragoons, 
when he accompanied the regiment to 
the Crimea. Home returned to England 
in May 1856 for a year before 
accompanying the 90th Regiment to 
India. On 4 June 1858 he is recorded 
as being at home, sick and was 
granted leave but during this time 
married Jessy Elizabeth Hallett and 
together they would have two sons 
and six daughters. 
 

As a Staff Surgeon 2nd Class, Home 
proceeded to China for eighteen 
months in December 1859 and then 
back to England in April 1861 for a 
further nine months followed by a 
return posting to the North American 
continent for just over a year.  
 
During the next twenty four years 
Home would serve in New Zealand, 
India, the West Coast of Africa, Cyprus 
and Spain, interspersed with various 
spells in England during which time he 
rose to the rank of Deputy Surgeon 
General. (44) During the expedition 
against the Ashanti he was Principal 
Medical Officer and was mentioned in 
the despatch of Sir Garnet Wolseley:  
The medical arrangements for the war 
were made by Deputy Surgeon 
General Home VC, CB. I have in a 
previous despatch recorded my high 
appreciation of the ability and energy 
with which he carried out his duty up to 
the date of his being invalided, and of 
the efficient manner in which he 
prepared for the medical requirements 
of the troops in the advance upon 
Coommassie (45) 
 
In March 1874 the London Gazette 
announced the award of the Knight 
Commander of the Bath, having 
previously been appointed a 
Companion of the Order in July 1865. 
Anthony Dickson Home returned from 
Bengal on 23 April 1885 in the rank of 
Surgeon General and finally retired 
from the Army Medical Department on 
30 November 1886. During his 
retirement he set to work recording his 
military career and this was published 
as ‘Service Memories’ in 1912. He 
died at 7 Palace Gardens Terrace, 
London on 9 August 1914. 
 
 
 
 
 



WILLIAM BRADSHAW 
 

 
 

 
 
William Bradshaw was born at Thurles, 
County Tipperary on 12 February 
1830, the son of Doctor George 
Bradshaw. (46) He studied medicine 
and graduated a Licentiate of the 
Royal College of Surgeons of Ireland 
in 1854. On 15 August that year he 
joined the army as a Staff Assistant 
Surgeon. (47) Eleven months later he 
was appointed Assistant Surgeon 50th 
Foot, where he stayed for a year, 
serving in the Crimean Campaign, 
coming home for three months in early 
1856. He returned to the Crimea until 7 
August 1856 when he returned home 
as a Staff Assistant Surgeon.  
 
On 12 December 1856 he was 
appointed Assistant Surgeon 90th Foot 
and proceeded to India with them in 
April 1857. He stayed with the 90th 
until 7 October 1858 when he 
transferred to the 32nd Foot for fifteen 

months and then returned to the Staff 
until 16 October 1860 when he went 
on half pay. (48) 
 
Returning to Thurles he died suddenly 
on 9 March 1861, thought to be as a 
result of his service in both the Crimea 
and India. (49) He was buried in a 
family grave at Thurles and is 
commemorated by a memorial in St. 
Mary’s Church, Thurles.  
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UNIVERSITY OF 
MANCHESTER MEDICS 

 
In Response to the June edition of the 
RAMC Reunited Newsletter, Michael 
Whitworth, Head of Commercial 
Operations, Manchester Museum 
contacted me via Emma Freeman, 
Acting Secretary of the Manchester 
Branch of the RAMC Association.  
Mike Whitworth is a part of a team 
working on the commemoration of 
University of Manchester Soldiers in 
the Great War.  His specialist areas 
are Museum Staff and former RAMC 
Staff and students.  Mike is an ex 
medic initially serving as a Terrier for 
most of his service, originally with the 
Duke of Lancaster’s Own Yeomanry at 
Clifton and later Chorley from 1987.  
He transferred into the RAMC in 1988 
after a change in work commitments 
and served with 307th (City of 
Liverpool) Field Ambulance RAMC(V), 
and later after their disbandment with 
the Ambulance Train Group RAMC in 
Germany until 1999.  



He has kindly forwarded me a number 
of small biographies, some pictures 
and attachments for which I am very 
grateful for his contribution to the 
newsletter.  I will share these with you 
over the next months. 
 

2nd DOUGLAS RODGER 
LIEUTENANT MB, ChB 

 
 

Douglas Rodger was born on 
September 3rd 1883 in Cheetham Hill, 
Manchester the son of a local doctor. 
He entered Manchester University in 
1902 studying Medicine and graduated 
in 1907. That same year he took up 
the post of Assistant Medical Officer at 
Barnes Convalescent Hospital in 
Cheadle near Manchester. On the 
outbreak of the Great War he was 
living at Maynwood, in Hale, Cheshire 
when he volunteered for the Royal 
Army Medical Corps joining 90th Field 
Ambulance R.A.M.C as a 2nd 
Lieutenant. The 90th Field Ambulance 
was part of the 32nd Division, one of 
Kitchener’s New Army Divisions f the 
famous “Pals”, in the case of the 32nd 
raised chiefly in Northern England. 
Douglas sailed with the Division for 
France in November 1915 and for 6 
months the unit had a slow 
introduction to trench warfare and 
intense training for the great offensive 
being planned for the Somme which 
would be the Divisions real baptism of 
fire.  
 
On 1st July Douglas promoted to 
Temporary Lieutenant along with the 
Division was launched into the 
maelstrom of the 1st day of the 
Somme in an attack at Thiepval. The 
attack was partially successful with the 
capture of the Leipzig Redoubt, but 
saw the attack on the village of 
Thiepval itself fail with heavy 
casualties. The Division lost 3949 men 
that day, Douglas Rodger being one of 

those killed. He is buried at Warloy-
Baillon Communal Cemetery alongside 
other casualties from his Division, he 
was 32 years old. 
 

 
Graves Registration Report Form 
 

 
Warloy-Baillon Communal Cemetery  
 
Manchester University Register of 
Graduates – July 1st 1908 Edition 
 
Commonwealth War Grave`s 
Commission – 
 
RAMC Golden Book One 1914-18 –  
 
RAMC Book of Remembrance 
 



The Cross of Sacrifice (Officers Who 
Died in Service of British, Indian, & 
East African Regiments & Corps 1914-
19). – S.D. & D.B Jarvis.    
 
Medal Card – WO 372/17/64584 
 
Mike Whitworth – Manchester Museum 
 

ACTING MAJOR KEYSER ATKIN 
MRCS 

 
Born in Birkenhead in 1892 and 
educated at Mostyn Prep School 
where he was head boy and senior 
Cadet in the C.C.F, he was public 
schools Boxing Champion and was 
said to be one of the best shots in 
England. He studied Medicine at 
Manchester University where he was a 
member of the U.O.T.C and graduated 
in 1916. He had attempted to enlist in 
1914, but was advised to finish his 
medical degree then return.  He 
worked at St. Mary`s Hospital for a 
short period before joining the R.A.M.C 
in August 1916. He became the 
Medical Officer to a battalion of the 
South Staffs, but was taken prisoner in 
September 1917 while attempting to 
reach wounded men, but was 
exchanged in the February of 1918. 
He returned to France with a Battalion 
of the London Reg. On 6th June 1918 
he was seriously wounded  at 
Nanteuil-La-Fosse and died later the 
same day.  
 
Mike Whitworth, Manchester Museum 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAPTAIN ARTHUR RANDALL 
JACKSON MD, DSc, MSc, MC 

 

 
 
Dr Arthur Randall Jackson is 
sometimes known as the “Father of 
British Arachnology”. Born in Southport 
in 1877 he studied Medicine and 
Zoology at Liverpool before setting up 
a practise originally in Hexham but 
moving to Chester in 1905. Described 
by compatriots as of rugged build both 
strong and tough he could be cynical 
but kind and sensitive. As a GP he 
was noted for his accuracy in 
diagnosis. He described himself as a 
“….cyclist, spider hunter and bird 
watcher.”  He was a distinguished 
amateur scientist and became an 
acknowledged expert on British 
spiders discovering 47 new species. 
He wrote a number of papers and 
books on the subject and won the 
Charles Kingsley Medal for his work.  
On the outbreak of the Great War he 
enlisted in the Royal Army Medical 
Corps and was appointed a Captain 
and the Medical Officer of the 9th 
Seaforth Highlanders with whom he 
served in France and Flanders from 
March 1916 until the end of the War. 
He was noted by his men for his jokes 
and stories as well as what some of 



them considered his eccentric habit of 
collecting natural history samples in 
the front line. In late 1917 he was 
awarded the Military Cross for “… 
conspicuous gallantry and devotion to 
duty….in his efforts to get in 
casualties, repeatedly going forward 
through enemy barrages…”   
(Edinburgh Gazette March 11th 1918)    
 His links to the Museum came through 
his membership of the Cheshire and 
Lancashire Natural History Society and 
a longstanding friendship with the 
Museum Director Walter Tattersall and 
he seems to have been donating 
samples to the Museum from long 
before the War and is fleetingly 
mentioned in the 1915 Museum Year 
Book. He sent samples from the 
Trenches back to Manchester Museum 
and kept up a lively correspondence 
with the Museum`s temporary Wartime 
Director Thomas Coward. It’s through 
some of these letters that we see his 
zeal to collect and study even in the 
midst of War and also some of his 
personal feelings such as this excerpt 
from a letter to the Museum dated 
September 1918.  
“Imagine Tattersall hasn`t been over 
yet! I am awfully tired of it, but there is 
no escape, nor home service for the 
likes of me. Whether I shall have any 
Natural History work when I return I 
don`t know. My practice at Chester 
has vanished and possibly I may have 
to move elsewhere or even emigrate.  
Anyhow all my old habits have been 
broken up and retired and physically 
and mentally I`m not what I was three 
years ago.”  (Manchester Museum 
Collection) 
(Tattersall was the Director of 
Manchester Museum, then serving in 
the Royal Garrison Artillery.)   
After the War however he didn`t 
emigrate but re-built his practice and 
became a keen gardener and a 
collector of art and antiques. On his 
death in 1944 he donated his personal 

collection to the Atkinson Museum, 
Southport in memory of his son who 
was killed with the RAF in WW2. The 
items he sent back to Manchester 
Museum from the trenches are still 
here and form part of the Natural 
History Collection alongside some of 
his wartime letters. 
 

 
934 SUPPLEMENT TO THE 
EDINBURGH GAZETTE, MARCH 11, 
1918. 
T./Capt. Arthur Randell Jackson, 
M.B. R.A.M.C. 
For conspicuous gallantry and 
devotion to duty. He was ceaseless in 
his efforts to get in casualties, 
repeatedly going forward 
through enemy barrages to the 
advanced posts. . He worked in the 
open throughout the day, and set a 
splendid example to his stretcher-
bearers. 
 
Letters from Jackson to the 
Museum 
 
M.O 9th Seaforth Highlanders 
06/10/18 
 
Dear Coward 
I`m sending you a few amphibians and 
should like you to give me some 
information about `em. 
 
1. Adult newt. I think I know this sp. 
Which is presumably non British. 
 
2. Two quite large newts with external 
gills. These puzzle me very much as I 
don`t think there are any real 



psiennibanchiates in this part of the 
world.I believe them to be of the same 
species as No1 & that for some reason 
they have remained in the water. 
 
3. Two quite large Resculenta with 
tails. Is this usual for this sp to retain 
its tail so long?  
Nos 2 & 3 came from two neighbouring 
pits which have been quite newly dug 
& all in connexion with trenches. It 
seems to me as if some cause might 
be prolonging their lacoal state a la 
axolotl.  
   
Q. esculenta is a very aquatic creature 
& now seems to leave the pond & its 
banks. R temporania has long since 
left the water & taken to the fields. I got 
a pair of Hglae here the other day. 
They were quite new to the sentries to 
whom I showed them. 
Bolenga`s book will answer some of 
these questions I think.I went down to 
the coast for a holiday (7 days) in 
August but the damned trench fever 
relapsed & I had to go to hospital. It is 
a splendid district. Sandhills with a 
wonderful flora. Of course spiders are 
off in August but spot on for nice 
hymenopteia. 
 
There are some splendid Pafilis  
Machaon in this district as well as 
Clouded Sielons & a lot of the common 
betterflies. I`ve taken up wild flowers a 
bit & have been working with a Watts 
flora. I find a number of things I can`t 
identify & must fit an illustrated book 
next year. 
Kind regards  
Yours ever 
A.N.Jackson 
 
 
From M.O 9th Seaforth Highlanders 
B.E.F 
Dear Coward, 
Tommorrow I am sending you a newt 
and some fragmentous eggs which I 

believe belong to the tetaine warbler. 
They were from eggs one of which 
was paler when fresh by a friend who 
showed me the nest when they were 
much incubated. He apparently 
attempted to blow the others for me. 
The first one me made a mess of – 
blew the side out but the other two he 
did by means of a very large hole. The 
nest was in a vine about 3 feet from 
the ground & I had a good view of the 
hen olive greeny brown above & 
yellowy greeny brown below. Not 
nearly so bright as the cock. Not 
distinct by its  stripe (superciliary) but 
the upper part of the orbit was brighter 
than the rest of the head . A cock 
inside was singing nearly as loud as a 
garden warbler. I see the egg of the 
tetaine are described as rose pink with 
purple spots. Here are whitish purple 
with dark purple almost black spots. 
Anyway I don`t know and so I suppose 
the diagnosis is correct. If they arrive 
safely you might let me have one egg 
later & keep the others & the nest. 
The blue headed wagtails are still 
much in evidence. Willow wrens are 
about in this immediate district and 
ther are some at some little distance. 
The “marsh warbler” (mihi) is singing 
each night in one of the fields quite 
close to several trenches. This is an 
ordinary field with a ditch by it but not 
much water. The bird starts about 11 
PM & stops off on day coming. Also a 
little (but not so well) by day. Song 
rather nightingale like with the 
Tchikona Tchikona Tchikona note in 
evidence. Call He He He and wait to 
hear the next song. A few jocks are 
going to look fot it tomorrow. I`m not 
quite sure that there isn`t another 
warbler here with a song intermediate 
between this & the field warbler but I 
can`t differentiate it. Round here we 
get, Nightingale (one), Garden 
Warbler, both white throats, Willow 
warbler (rare) Chiff chaff (rare), Great 
Reed warbler, Savi`s warbler, 



Grasshopper Warbler (local), tetaine &  
? marsh warblers all our Blackcaps are 
garden warblers apparently.I am still 
quite unable to separate the songs and 
I have never seen a Blackcap in spite 
of many false claims. I have collected 
a few spiders, but nothing rare – about 
40 spp acutente Hyoneoptua. A few 
coleoptia & a few Colias Hyale.Voila 
Font. 
 
Kind Regards 
From 
Yours truly 
 
A.R.Jackson  
 
From M.O 9th Seaforth Highlanders 
BEF 
16/09/18 
 
Dear Coward 
Thanks for yours of 11th inst. I`m sorry 
the beast arrived in no state of 
preservation. It’s the vile spirit they 
supply us with that has done it. I don`t 
know with what it is accentuated but it 
will hardly burn. As far as I remember 
they had smooth bellies which were 
unspotted. I expect the “fibeccles” 
were caused by the shrinking action of 
the oil spirit. I found a very small young 
M. perictula in a trench today with no 
external gills. Of course this beast can 
climb out of anything. 
I shan’t want these beasts, & you are 
welcome to keep if of any use. I think 
you had better keep the report of the 
fauna committee till I return which will 
be I expect in November. If I have time 
I will come over & see you. 
Imagine Tattersall hasn`t been over 
yet! I am awfully tired of it, but there is 
no escape, nor home service for the 
likes of me. Whether I shall have any 
Natural History work when I return I 
don`t know. My practice at Chester 
has vanished & possibly I may have to 
move elsewhere or even emigrate. 
Anyhow all my old habits have been 

broken up  & retired & physically & 
mentally I`m not what I was three 
years ago. 
 
Kind regards to everybody  
 
I am 
 
Yours ever 
 
A.R.Jackson    
 
 
Mike Whitworth, Manchester Museum 
 

 
CAPTAIN ALFRED MAURICE 

THOMPSON MD 
 

 
Captain Alfred Maurice Thomson M.D 
Alfred Maurice Thomson was born on 
8th July 1885 in Brussels, the son of 



Alfred and Florence Thomson of 9 
Osborne Mansions, Northumberland 
Street, London. He lived in Belgium 
until he was seven when he moved 
with his parents to "Breowra", 
Marlborough Avenue, Belfast. He went 
on to study medicine at Queen’s 
University, Belfast, Kings College 
London and finally the University of 
Manchester. On graduation he went 
into practice as a physician in 
Napsbury, St Albans. When the Great 
War broke out in 1914 he enlisted in 
the Royal Army Medical Corps, and 
was attached as M.O to the 7th Royal 
Sussex Regiment.  
 
In July 1916 his unit was involved in 
the Battle of Albert part of the Somme 
offensive. On 7th July 1916 he had 
gone to the aid of the Battalion 
Adjutant who lay wounded 80 yards in 
front of the British lines in Mash Valley, 
just north of the village of La Boiselle. 
He was using a waterproof sheet to 
drag the adjutant back to within a few 
feet of the trenches, when he was 
fatally wounded by shrapnel. He died 
shortly afterwards, it was the day 
before his 31st birthday,  He was 
recommended for the Victoria Cross 
for his actions that day, having 
previously been mentioned in 
dispatches. However it was not 
awarded. 
 
Alfred is commemorated on the 
Thiepval Memorial (pier and face 4C), 
Somme, France, and on the Queen`s 
University, Belfast War Memorial.  
 
Royal Belfast Academical Institution 
Roll of Honour - 
www.instgreatwar.com/page27. 
Queen`s University, Belfast Roll of 
Honour. 
 
Mike Whitworth – Manchester Museum 
 

THE MUSEUM OF MILITARY 
MEDICINE STATEMENT 
 
The recent announcement that the 
AMS Museum will be changing its 
name to The Museum of Military 
Medicine has generated a lot of 
comment on social media, with many 
questions being asked about the 
reasons for it and the possibility that 
the museum will be relocating from 
Keogh Barracks to Cardiff. 
 
The Museum of Military Medicine is a 
project being undertaken by the Army 
Medical Services Museum Trust, 
which recognises that in order to build 
a sustainable future for its collections it 
needs to look beyond its current 
regimental museum set-up and build 
an outward facing, more inclusive, 
cultural enterprise. This issue is 
pressing since the Ministry of Defence 
has identified that support for all 
military museums will be withdrawn in 
the next decade, meaning that 
museums currently funded by MOD 
will have to become financially self-
sustaining or fold. 
 
The Board has been in negotiation 
with Cardiff City Council since last 
autumn about the possibility of 
establishing The Museum of Military 
Medicine in the city, and with its aid is 
investigating the purchase of the Bute 
Street Railway Station and adjacent 
Welsh Government land in Cardiff Bay 
on which to build a new facility that will 
meet the Board’s aspirations for the 
collections. In January 2016 the then 
chair of the Board met with Edwina 
Hart, Minister for the Economy, who 
gave her blessing to the project. Since 
then work has been taking place 
behind the scenes to ensure that the 
Trust will be in a position to purchase 
the building and land and secure 
funding for the new development. 



The new facility will be a national 
museum with an international story, as 
befits the work of the four corps of the 
Army Medical Services, hence the 
change of name. Its new name reflects 
similar museums in other countries, 
such as the National Museum of 
Health and Medicine in the United 
States of America, which was originally 
established as the Army Medical 
Museum. The intention is that the new 
museum will tell the story of the four 
constituent corps in a way that is live 
and meets the expectations of 
contemporary audiences in a way that 
the current AMS Museum is no longer 
able to do. 
 
The site in Cardiff was chosen after 
earlier approaches to other cities 
around the United Kingdom came to 
nought. Cardiff is viewed as an 
advantageous location due to its 
effective transport links; the city is no 
more than a two hour drive from the 
South West, London and the West 
Midlands, with good rail and air 
connections. Cardiff City Council also 
recognizes the significance of bringing 
a national collection to the city as part 
of its tourism offer as it seeks to 
establish itself as a European capital. 
When MOD support is finally 
withdrawn, the AMS Museum will not 
be able to continue as a viable 
operation in its current location. The 
Cardiff site offers the best opportunity 
to rebrand the Army Medical Services 
Museum as a fit-for-purpose modern 
museum, designed to tell the stories of 
the medics, nurses, dentists and vets 
who, over the past two centuries, have 
contributed so much to medical 
science and to the advancement of 
health in general. 
 
 
 
 
 

MY TIME IN THE ARMY 
(CONTINUED) 
 
John Silkstone’s story continues. 
 
8th JANUARY 1962 RAMC 
TRAINING DEPOT, CROOKHAM 
CAMP, FLEET, HAMPSHIRE 
 
NO NEED TO START AT THE 
BEGINNING, BUT! 
 
Already being in the army, I was asked 
if I would mind going through basic 
training again, as knowing the ropes 
would help the new recruits to settle in 
more easily. I soon made friends with 
two others, Pete Dunn and Scouse 
Campbell. Another chap who sticks in 
my mind from those days was a man 
called Merriment. He went around the 
squad one day trying to borrow £1 
from each man, he managed to get 
£16, to which he added £4 of his own - 
and with the £20 he purchased his 
release from the army that same day. 
The lads soon learned the lesson of 
‘Don’t lend cash.’ 
 
WHERE AM I? 
 
On Friday the 19th of January we had 
been doing our basic drill etc and I was 
glad when the day ended at 16.30 as I 
was not feeling very well. The lads 
went off for the evening meal at 17.00 
and I crawled into bed. I woke up late 
Tuesday afternoon in Cambridge 
Military Hospital in Aldershot. I was 
informed later that I had a very bad 
bout of pneumonia and that I was 
admitted with a temperature of 104.2 
and that for nearly two days I had been 
having ice packs to get my 
temperature down. I knew nothing of 
this as I was incoherence at the time. 
I was discharged from the hospital on 
the following Monday and placed on 
light duties for twenty eight days. I 
arrived back at camp expecting to be 



back squaded, however, as I had 
already done my drill test and once the 
lads had passed theirs, the next 
course was all classroom work on first 
aid and anatomy and physiology I 
could carry on. I would be taken off all 
guard duty and working rosters and so 
I just hung around the camp for the 
next seven days while the lads carried 
on with drill etc. They all passed their 
drill test and we received a weekend 
pass to go home.     
 
BEND YOUR ELBOW, EXTEND 
YOUR THUMB, AND HOPE 
 
Pete Dunn, never having been outside 
of London before, was persuaded to 
come home to Bolton with me. He 
couldn’t get over the friendliness of the 
people. Folks that he had never seen 
before were buying him drinks 
because he was with me. “This would 
never happen back home in London,” 
he told me.  On Sunday night we were 
making our way to the station when we 
bumped into two girls I knew, so we 
stopped to talk and missed our train 
back to Aldershot. I told Pete that we 
would have to hitchhike back to camp, 
and so we set off walking. A lorry 
stopped, and the driver informed us 
that he was travelling to Reading but 
could only take one of us, as he had 
his two dogs with him. I told Pete to 
get in and make his way back to camp. 
 

 
 Peter Dunn in Civvies with me 

I had a bad night, with only a few small 
lifts. I knew that I would be late back, 
so about 03:00 hours I telephoned the 
guard room to inform them of the 
events. I arrived back at 11:00 hours, 
and was placed on a charge for being 
absent.  I found out that Pete had 
arrived back twenty minutes late. He 
had been on a charge that morning, 
and got seven days restricted 
privileges. All over lunch he gloated: “If 
I got seven days for 20 minutes, they’ll 
shoot you for being 5 hours late.”  
 
THERE AIN’T NO JUSTICE IN THIS 
MAN’S ARMY 
 
At 14:00 hours I was marched into the 
CO’s office. I explained that I had 
known I would be late back from my 
weekend pass, and that I had notified 
the guardroom of this fact. The CO 
phoned the guardroom and found this 
to be true. The case was dismissed 
and I was marched out of the office. 
Then I was told to put on my cap and 
belt, and marched back into the office.  
 
The Commanding Officer  
congratulated me, and informed me 
that I was to be the squad NCO and 
was promoted to the rank of Lance 
Corporal. I left his office, collected my 
chevrons from the QM’s department 
and had them sewn onto my uniform 
by the camp tailor. 

 
Lcpl John Silkstone 
 



Pete stated, “There’s no justice in this 
man’s army. I got seven days for being 
twenty minutes late, and you get 
promoted for being five hours absent.”  
 
  
“LET ME RETURN THE FAVOUR.” 
 
A few weeks later, Pete invited me to 
his place for the weekend. Having 
been stationed in London before, he 
decided to take me to some of the 
lesser-known places. 
 
THE MUCKY DUCK 
 
Pete took me to The White Swan 
public house, known locally as the 
‘Mucky Duck’. “When we get inside,” 
said Peter, “watch what you’re doing 
and don’t upset anyone. This place is 
full of criminals.”  Inside, we were 
making our way to the bar when Pete 
bumped into a chap and spilled his 
drink. The man was built like the 
proverbial brick s***house. Oh! 
Thought I, now we’re in for it.  
The man turned round, and he looked 
like he’d just done fifteen rounds with 
Sugar Ray Robinson. His face then 
broke into a wide grin and, placing a 
hand that looked like a shovel on 
Peter’s shoulder, he said,” Hello Peter, 
how’s your mum and dad?” The 
tension was broken. Pete replaced his 
drink while I said a silent prayer. Pete 
told me later that whenever the police 
came looking for ‘Tiny’, as he was 
known, there were always six of them 
and they would plead with him to come 
quietly.  
 
PARTING OF THE WAYS 
 
After basic training, first aid training, 
and basic medical training, the squad 
was split up and we all went our 
different ways. All, that is, except 
Scouse Campbell and me, who were 
kept behind in holding troop. Each 

morning, about fifty of us in holding 
troop would parade outside the 
company office and be given tasks to 
do for the day.  After a week of this, 
Scouse decided that enough was 
enough, and that he was going home. 
After collecting his pay on Thursday, 
he absconded. He was away for six 
days. I would answer to his name on 
the morning parade. He turned up on 
Wednesday night so that he could 
collect his pay the next day. On the 
Thursday morning parade, the 
sergeant asked, “Campbell, where 
have you been?”  “Emptying the 
dustbins with Silkstone, Sergeant,” He 
answered.  “Right,” said the sergeant. 
“You two now report to the coke yard.”  
After all my time in the army, this still 
proved another lesson to me. You can 
get away with anything in the army if 
you have the barefaced cheek to try it.  
 
ONE BAG EQUALS TWO PINTS 
 
One night, Scouse and I went down to 
the village pub; the landlord placed two 
pints on the bar and said, “There’s 
another two in the barrel for you.” I 
asked Scouse what was happening.  
“Ask no questions and I’ll tell you no 
lies,” he replied. I found out later that 
he was flogging coke to the lads in the 
married quarters. “If you’re flogging 
coke,” said I, “why are you sharing the 
profits with me?”  “Because, you 
bloody fool, it’s you that collects the 
signatures in that second receipt book 
that I gave you. If anyone gets caught, 
it’ll be you and not me. Okay?”  
 
That was Scouse all over, watching his 
own back but a good lad at heart; he’d 
give his last penny to anyone that 
needed it. 
 
 
 
 



GOODBYE DEPOT, HELLO 20 COY 
RAMC 
 
I was posted from the depot to 20 
Company RAMC, known as Military 
Hospital Tidworth. After a few months, 
I was working on Officers’ Ward when I 
was given the duties of supervising a 
young nurse fresh from the QARANC 
Depot; her name was Jan Lord. We 
eventually got married, but more about 
that later.  
 
ANOTHER SEVEN DAYS RPs 
 
For some misdemeanour that I can’t 
remember, I was once again placed on 
seven days restricted privileges. One 
evening I was painting the white lines 
around the hospital parking spaces 
when the Catering Officer approached 
and told me to follow him. He took me 
to the rear of the kitchen and pointed 
to a spot on the ground. My eyes 
followed his pointing finger as he said, 
“I want my own parking space painted 
in that spot, and I want my 
abbreviations within the said space, so 
no one else will park in it, okay?”  
I answered in the affirmative and 
proceeded to paint as instructed. The 
following morning I was once more 
dusting the CO's mat. 
“Left, right, left, right, mark time, halt. 
Left turn.” called out Reg Carnell the 
RSM. 
“Are you 23494015 Private Silkstone?” 
asked the Commanding Officer 
“Yes sir.”  
“You are hereby charged under 
section 69 of the Army Act 1955, in 
that you did on such and such a date 
paint a car parking space for the 
Catering Officer and placed inside the 
said space in three foot high letters, 
the Catering Officer’s abbreviations. 
How do you plead?”  
“Guilty Sir.”  
I was then informed that the 
abbreviation for Catering Officer was 

‘Cat Off’ and not ‘F Off’, for Food 
Officer. I received a further seven 
days. After I was marched out of the 
office, the RSM informed me that I was 
to report to him for my extra duties. 
The duties I performed where of a light 
nature, for the RSM saw the funny side 
of the incident. 
 
NOT ON MY ‘AFI 1157’ SIR! 
 
One day, Private Providence and I 
were placed on a charge for 
disobeying ‘Part One Orders’. When 
asked if I had anything to say, I 
replied:  
“Sir, the orders stated that the 
following soldiers with Greatcoats on 
their AFI 1157 (AFI 1157 is a recorded 
list of clothing that is issued to a 
soldier) are to report to the QM's 
department. As I don’t have a 
Greatcoat on my AFI 1157, I did not 
report, Sir.”  
The CO phoned the QM and verified 
that I didn’t have a greatcoat on my 
AFI 1157. He then asked Providence if 
he had anything to say, to which he 
replied,  
“I forgot Sir.”  
Smiling the CO said, “I hope you won’t 
forget to stay behind when I dismiss 
Silkstone?”  
Poor Providence received 14 days 
RPs, as this was his second offence in 
two days. 
 
A MAN OF WORTH 
 
While at Tidworth, I met a man called 
George Lugavarni. George was a 
remarkable man, in that he had grown 
up in an African Village and wanted to 
join the British Army. 
 
Having no money for the fare to the 
UK, he walked from Africa to England 
in just under twelve months - arriving 
here with only the clothes on his back, 



no shoes to his feet and not being able 
to speak any English.  
 
The Army must have been impressed 
with his journey, for they give him the 
Queen’s shilling and placed him on an 
educational course, where he learned 
to read and write English. He then 
asked to join the Royal Army Medical 
Corps.  
 
We were accommodated in the same 
block, and I don’t think I’ve ever met a 
happier man. He informed me that he 
would stay in the Army for nine years. 
In this time he hoped to save enough 
money to build a small hospital and 
medical centre back in his own village. 
When taking over a shift from George, 
it was a joy to read his reports, which 
were written in the old-style, copper 
plate writing. 
 
It’s these Georges that we meet in life 
who remind us how selfish we all are.  
 

 
George Lugavarni on the medical ward 
balcony at Tidworth Military Hospital 
 
UNOFFICIAL WORLD RECORD 
 
Towards the end of 1962, I was asked 
to perform the ‘Last Offices’ on a 
patient that had passed away. I asked 
male nurse Tony Fry to give me a 

hand; I don’t think he’d seen a cadaver 
before, and was a little reluctant to 
assist.  After screening the bed, I 
showed Tony how we washed, shaved 
and prepare a body for burial. After 
washing the front, I ask Tony to give 
me a hand to turn the body over. Tony 
was still reluctant, but assisted in 
turning the body and as we did so, the 
body expelled some air from the lungs, 
thus making a groaning sound. 
 
The great feat of Roger Bannister 
breaking the four minute mile in 1954 
was nothing compared to the speed 
that Tony recorded that day. 
 
On the 4th of December 1962, Tony 
and Jan Lord both sail on HMS 
Oxfordshire on its last troop sailing. 
Jan and some other QARANC nurses 
were on their way to BHM Gibraltar, 
while Tony was one of the medics on 
the round trip and returned to the 
Tidworth hospital after the voyage. 
 
(To be continued) 
 

10 COMPANY RAMC – MRS 
SHORNCLIFFE 
 
Bernard Allen joined the RAMC way 
back in 1949 and served as a National 
Serviceman.  On reading John 
Silkstone’s latest serialization of his 
book in the June edition of RAMC 
Reunited Newsletter, Bernard recalls 
an incident which happened to him, he 
tells; 
“In your latest newsletter I read a 
person wrote about being charged for 
not saluting whilst riding a bike.  Mine 
was the exact opposite.  I was on 
fatigues during training in C Company; 
I was provided with a bike and sent on 
messages around the depot.  On 
passing an officer I saluted, he gave 
me a bollocking for saluting whilst 
riding a bike.” 



Appended below are two photographs 
that I have managed to retrieve. One 
whilst I was a recruit in B1 Squad at 
Crookham in July 1949.  The other 
photograph whilst I was at 10 
Company RAMC Shorncliffe in 1949. 
I would very much like to hear from 
any of the older veterans still amongst 
us who were in the same squad and, 
served with me at Shorncliffe.  How 
many of you remember “The North 
Horns” & “The Wyvern”.  
 
I wonder if anybody recognises 
themselves in the photos. 
 

 
B1 Squad Crookham July 1949 

 

 
10 Company Shorncliffe 1949 

 
From Mick:  I googled 10 Company 
RAMC Shorncliffe and found the 
following link 
http://www.scarletfinders.co.uk/index.h
tml  which contained a report of a visit 
to the Hospital at Shorncliffe which is 

appended below.  I would strongly 
recommend a visit to this site.  It is full 
of useful information. 
 

REPORT OF A VISIT TO THE 
HOSPITAL AT SHORNCLIFFE 

I have to report that I visited this 
hospital at short notice on 6th 
December, 1902, in company with 
Colonel Richard H. Quill, Principal 
Medical Officer of the South-Eastern 
District. 
The usual garrison at Shorncliffe is 
about 3,000 strong, but at present the 
strength is about 1,500 only. The 
number of troops varies very much 
from time to time. 
The hospital is arranged to 
accommodate 210 patients, and was 
probably about half full at the date of 
our visit. It is at present in charge of 
Colonel F. H. Hensman, C.M.G. 
[retired]. 
The hospital is situated at the 
commencement of the seaward slope 
of the Down overlooking the sea just 
below the plateau on which is 
Shorncliffe Camp. Its elevation above 
the sea is probably about 300 feet, and 
although very exposed the site is a 
good one.      The buildings are 
disposed in three lines parallel to the 
shore, connected by covered steps 
passing down the slope, and consisted 
till recently of lines of wooden huts. 
There are also various outbuildings 
use for such purposes as the Sisters’ 
house, isolation hospital, post-mortem 
room, etc. The most landward of the 
lines of wooden huts within the last 8 
years has been replaced by a two-
storied brick building, which is well 
arranged for the purposes of a modern 
hospital. With the exception of the 
Herbert Hospital, which may be 
considered to be in a class by itself, 
this portion of Shorncliffe Hospital is 
the most satisfactory of any of the 
military hospitals which I have yet 
visited. 

http://www.scarletfinders.co.uk/index.html
http://www.scarletfinders.co.uk/index.html


The administration block is situated to 
the landward side of the main building. 
The entrance to the hospital proper is 
at the centre of the pavilion, and about 
the staircase are arranged rooms for 
various purposes, e.g., the steward’s 
store, single rooms for patients 
seriously ill, etc. Passing from the 
central staircase, in an easterly and 
westerly direction, are the principal 
wards. The wards themselves are well 
ventilated, the floor is good, and there 
are annexes at each end properly 
arranged. The space provided in the 
annexes, however, is not sufficient for 
modern necessities. The bathroom 
and baths ought to be larger, and 
though sinks are provided, there are 
no proper flushing arrangements for 
the purpose of conveniently washing 
out bed utensils, etc. When the 
wooden huts are replaced by the new 
hospital the arrangements of the 
annexes should be improved. 
I noted that the windows in the wards 
were narrower than usual, an 
arrangement which has obvious 
disadvantages and for which I could 
ascertain no adequate reason. 
This part of the hospital throughout 
was clean and in good order. The 
administration appeared to be carried 
on in very efficient manner. I noted that 
a large room had been set apart as a 
dining-room for patients able to be out 
of bed. It was well lighted, cheerful, 
and the advantage is obviously great 
that such patients should have their 
meals out of the wards. A day-room is 
also provided for the patients, and is 
supplied with journals, magazines, 
games, etc. 
 An operating room has been recently 
arranged with a sufficient amount of 
surgical apparatus. Over the operating 
table is an elaborately ornamented gilt 
gasolier, which has descended to the 
hospital from a regimental mess-room; 
this should be removed to a more 
suitable place and properly shaded 

lights put in place. The wooden floor of 
this room should be replaced by some 
impervious material.  No clinical 
laboratory has been arranged up to the 
present time. 
The appearance and interior 
arrangements of this portion of the 
new portion of the hospital are the 
most satisfactory and efficient that I 
have yet seen. The hospital actually 
appears attractive and comfortable. 
The two lines of the hospital buildings 
nearer the sea consist of the huts 
already mentioned; they are old, and I 
am informed soon to disappear. The 
sooner they vanish the better, for they 
do no credit to the Army Medical 
Service. They were kept in as good 
order as possible, and the patients 
appeared well looked after. 
The dispensaries, kitchens, stores, 
pack stores, linen stores, and all the 
administrative arrangements of the 
hospital are in excellent order, and 
evidently receive careful attention from 
the Medical Officers in charge. 
      A small isolation hospital is 
situated to the landward side of the 
main buildings. It is well situated for 
the purpose, but the sanitary annexe, 
as that of the main building, is too 
small. I observed that though there 
was a space for a water-closet, and 
though this compartment was lined 
with white tiles, no water-closet or 
arrangements for one were provided. I 
was informed that according to 
regulations a water-closet must not be 
fitted in an isolation block. This 
regulation surely requires amendment. 
The post-mortem room occupies half 
of a small separate building, and is 
probably sufficient for the purpose. 
The other half of this building is utilized 
for storing and sorting the soiled linen 
previous to its being sent to the 
laundry. 
The accommodation for the Nursing 
Sisters is in a separate small house. At 
present three or four Sisters only are 



stationed at this hospital. The 
accommodation is quite good. I 
noticed that the carpets were 
exceedingly worn, and in one instance 
a bedroom carpet had given way right 
through the centre. The Sister in 
charge informed me that it was difficult 
to have these worn carpets replaced. 
The Sister in charge also remarked on 
the difficulty of obtaining sufficiently 
good service at the wages recently 
fixed. She has had to reduce the 
wages of the servant to £15 a year, 
which she thinks is not sufficient. 
 
Hospital accommodation for women 
and children – On enquiring into the 
accommodation provided for women 
and children, I was informed by the 
Principal Medical Officer that when he 
took over charge of the district there 
was one room only provided for this 
purpose in the building provided for the 
accommodation of married non-
commissioned officers. This 
accommodation was inadequate and 
unsatisfactory. He has since then 
taken over one of the wooden huts, 
formerly the Lock Hospital, and has 
converted a series of rooms into a 
small hospital for women and children. 
One patient, a non-commissioned 
officer’s wife from Dover, was in the 
hospital at the date of my visit. There 
were two cots for children and two or 
three beds for adult patients. There 
was a separate room arranged as a 
lying-in room, and this small hospital 
was in charge of a civilian nurse, 
recommended by the Sister in charge 
of the Hospital for Women and 
Children at Woolwich. The 
arrangements provided by the 
Principal Medical Officer are sufficient 
for temporary purposes only; but 
everything about this little hospital was 
clean and well kept. The Principal 
Medical Officer informed me that he 
had already spent £120 in arranging 

this little hospital, the money having 
been derived from various sources. 
 A properly built and comfortably 
arranged hospital for women and 
children should certainly be provided 
at Shorncliffe. 
In front of the hospital buildings, a little 
lower down the slope of the Down and 
near the sea, is an ugly-looking, dingy 
building with a short chimney stack. 
On enquiry, I found this was a laundry 
which did the washing for the military 
institutions from Dover to Hythe. It lies 
to the windward side of the hospital 
during the prevalent winds, and the 
smoke from the chimney causes much 
inconvenience by passing directly into 
the hospital wards. It would be a great 
advantage to move this laundry from 
its present situation. 
I was much pleased to see the 
freshness and energy displayed in the 
administration of the hospital at 
Shorncliffe, and every encouragement 
should be given to the Medical Staff of 
the district and Shorncliffe. The 
reconstruction of the hospital 
especially should be pushed on with all 
possible speed. 
 
JAMES GALLOWAY. 
Date of visit, Saturday, 6th December, 
1902 
 
There are a number of reports on UK 
Military Hospitals 1902-3 recorded on 
this site along with a lot of other useful 
information. 
 

NOT ALL BOY SOLDIERS IN 
THE RAMC WERE 

APPRENTICES 
 

Ken Hannah extracted the following 
information from a website and felt that 
it would bring back some happy and 
haunting memories for those  
members who served at Rhyl.   
 



THE HISTORY OF THE JUNIOR 
TRADESMEN’S REGIMENT, 

BODELWYDDAN, RHYL - 1962-1974 
 

 
“Your Reach Is Further Than Your 

Grasp” 
 
The Junior Tradesmen’s Regiment 
formed at Kinmel Park Camp, 
Bodelwyddan, near Rhyl, North Wales, 
in 1962.  It functioned at full strength 
for nearly 13 years until axed by the 
MOD in 1974. 
  

AIM 
 

The aim of the Regiment was to recruit 
boys aged from 15.3 years for military, 
educational and trade training in 
preparation for eventual entry into the 
Regular Army at 17.5 years.  The 
camp and its staff, who arrived earlier 
in the year, was well prepared and 
ready to receive the first Intake which 
arrived about the 7th April 1962.  
Recruitment was voluntary.  There was 
a free discharge within 4 weeks for 
those who could not "fit in" or accept 
discipline.  A small number chose the 
free discharge. 
  

LOCATION  
 

Kinmel Camp is on the A55 
Expressway and was, ironically, 
sandwiched between two girl’s 
colleges, Lowther College to the east, 
adjacent to the entrance of the Camp 
and Clarendon College a little further 

to the west.   Kinmel Park Camp, as it 
was known, was beautifully laid out 
and had Avenues of Weeping Cherry 
Trees in abundance, well-kept lawns 
and did resemble a park.  From the top 
of the camp, the sea and part of the 
Snowdon Mountain Range to the west 
can be seen. 
  

RECRUITS BACKGROUND 
 
Some of the 15-16 year-olds recruited 
during the life of the Regiment had a 
disjointed childhood, a troubled 
background or were juvenile offenders 
(or on the brink of offending).  Some 
even came from a Children’s Home.  
Most boys had just left school; some 
were immature, unsure of what they 
really wanted, uncertain they were 
doing the right thing and not sure of 
what their future held.  For many it was 
their first time away from home.  For 
some, it was by choice.  For others, it 
was their only choice.  For most, it 
proved to be the best choice. 
  

THE FIRST DAYS  
 

 Most arrived at Rhyl Railway Station 
from various parts of the country for 
their first day (to be met by 3-ton 
trucks and coaches) not knowing what 
to expect.  On arrival at the camp they 
were organised into groups and taken 
to the Basic Training Company.  Their 
rooms had been allocated beforehand 
and their names were on the doors.  
Their civilian clothes were handed in 
after 48 hours and they were then 
issued with their kit, tracksuits, 
uniform, 2 pairs of boots as well as 
football boots and, of course, the 
baggy "drawers, cellular green". 
  
  
Then followed a few days of lectures, 
tests and a range of medical and 
dental checks.  The visit to the Barber 
for a very short haircut was inevitable.  



Inoculations followed during the first 
few weeks. They were also shown how 
to press shirts and trousers, how to 
bull their boots and how to salute an 
officer.  It was also the time for 
introductions and getting to know their 
Platoon Cpls, Sgts and Officers, as 
well as each other and to practise 
making bed blocks.  Locker, bed block 
and room inspections were carried out 
before breakfast. 
  
An introduction to army boots and 
marching was a shock to the system, 
with many experiencing blisters.  
Circuit training and cross country for 
fitness assessment were also part of 
the first 3 months of training.  Many will 
remember being paired-off in the gym 
and given a pair of boxing gloves with 
the order to hit each other.  This, 
believe it or not, led to a few being 
selected for the Junior Company Inter 
Platoon Boxing Competition. 
  

ORGANIZATION 
 
The Regimental Companies were A, B, 
& C.  Anzio, Cassino, Imjin and Imphal 
were "A" Company (Blue Flashes).  
Asten, Dunkirk, Keren and Minden 
were "B" Company (Red Flashes).  
Arnhem, Barossa, Tofrek and Seoul 
were "C" Company (Green Flashes).    
On entry, all new JT joined Junior 
Company, later renamed Cambrian 
Company, which consisted of Nos 1-5 
Platoons. 
  

EDUCATION 
 
The initial aim was the Army Certificate 
of Education 1.  Many achieved A.C.E. 
1, 2 and 3, and some JT achieved 
additional educational certificates. 
Most JT learnt more than they did in 
school.  Education, like Trade Training, 
was compulsory. Most of the teachers 
held Qualified Teacher Status. 
  

TRADE TRAINING 
 
Many wanted to be Dog Handlers but 
the trades offered were B111 Driver, 
Signaller/Operator, Clerk and Medical 
Assistant.  In addition to the Driver 
Trade, all JT were given the 
opportunity to learn to drive and the 
trade term Driver/Operator was used.  
Facilities in all the Training Wings were 
excellent.  Occasionally frustration 
showed when one trainee clerk threw 
his typewriter out of the classroom 
window.  The Clerical Wing had 
manual Imperial Typewriters 50/55s 
with interchangeable type baskets (for 
use in the Field).  Drivers learnt to 
drive on static trainers before 
progressing to Austin 1 Tonners (on 
which double-declutching was 
essential) and Bedford 3 Tonners, 
firstly using the in camp driving circuit 
before going on the open road. 
  
Some lucky lads were taught to ride 
motorbikes under the expertise of a 
Permanent Staff Sgt.  Almost all lads 
who attended Trade Training were well 
turned-out and well mannered.  The 
Training Wings also had frequent visits 
from high ranking officers e.g. 
Generals, Maj Generals, Brigadiers, 
etc, who appeared very impressed by 
the standard of trade training, 
(especially after a few drams in the 
Officers Mess). 
  
  

SPORTS & HOBBIES 
 
 A large selection of sports was 
available, including Soccer, Judo, 
Cross-Country, Rugby, Fencing, .22 
Shooting, Hockey, Basketball, Boxing, 
Track & Field, Ski-ing, X-Country, 
Sailing, Basketball, Pottery and more.  
It was compulsory for every JT to 
choose an evening Hobby (twice a 
week) which included Photography, 
Cycling, Woodwork, Car Mechanics, 



Motor-Cycle Club, a Canoeing 
Expedition down the Avon as well as 
climbing Mount Snowdon, in snow, in 
the middle of January and DofE Award 
Schemes. 
  

CAMP FACILITIES 
 
These included The Cavern Club (with 
the camp band and sometimes a local 
girl as lead singer), the NAAFI, a 
Cinema, the Library, St. Andrews Club, 
Medical and Dental Centres, a YMCA, 
a WVS and the Church. 
  

PROMOTIONS 
 
Many lads were promoted to J/LCpl, 
J/Cpl, J/Sgt, J/CSM, and J/RSM as 
proof of their leadership qualities, 
which, in turn, would help their 
promotion prospects in mens service.  
The length of boy service was not 
taken into consideration in the 
Regulars. 
  

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A JUNIOR 
TRADESMAN 

  
Reveille was at 0600 hrs.  The rooms 
were inspected daily, as were bed 
blocks and locker layouts before 
breakfast, which was at 0700 hrs.  
Breakfast consisted of cereals, 
sausage, bacon, fried bread, beans, 
eggs fried, poached, boiled or 
scrambled, tea and toast.  No two days 
were the same but could include 
marching, drill movements, weapon 
training, first aid training, workouts in 
the gym and trade training.   There 
were the Assault Courses and also 
rifle practise on the Ranges at 
Sealand. Exercises and map reading 
covered distances from Talacre to the 
Great Orme’s Head.  Tea was at 1700 
hrs.  With a Hobby in the evenings 
twice a week, there was very little time 
left to oneself.  Then there was bull, 
bull and more bull.  Best boots had to 

be bulled to a very high standard "like 
a mirror".  Lights out was at 22.30 hrs.  
Saturday afternoons were reserved for 
sport and Sundays for Communion at 
0800 hrs and compulsory Church 
Parade at 1100 hrs. 
  

A SAD EVENT 
 
A sad experience recalled by an ex-JT 
was when his Platoon Commander 
was killed in a Road Traffic Accident 
during an end of term Exercise in 
November 1963.  For almost 7 days 
solid the lads that volunteered to be on 
the Firing Party were put through their 
paces in one of the Drill Sheds by the 
RSM.  On the day of the Military 
Funeral, he was staggered to see so 
many people in attendance.  The coffin 
was laid on a gun carriage and the 
Regiments Band, with drums covered 
in black, were at the rear.  As they 
stepped off, he said he didn’t think he 
had ever been so nervous in his life.  
We slow marched down the hill and 
out of the main entrance, directly onto 
the A55 and along the road to the 
Marble Church Cemetery.  Once there, 
the committal took place, with the 
Firing Party firing volleys over the 
coffin.  He says he struggled to stay on 
his feet because his knees were 
shaking so much.  Anyone visiting the 
Church will find the grave close to the 
boundary wall, bearing the usual 
Military Headstone. 
  
  

THE MARBLE CHURCH, 
BODELWYDDAN 

  
St. Margaret’s Church, as it is correctly 
known (or The Marble Church) is a 
Victorian showpiece. The founder of 
this beautiful church was Margaret, the 
daughter of Sir John Williams of 
Bodelwyddan Castle and widow of 
Henry Lord Willoughby de Broke.  
Margaret was a very determined and 



wealthy woman.  She had the church 
built, in Gothic Revival style, to 
commemorate her husband.  It is an 
impressive sight from the A55 (now an 
Expressway) and worth a visit to see 
the marble inside.  The Church is 
almost opposite Kinmel Park Camp.  In 
its cemetery are the graves of some 
Canadian soldiers killed during the 
1919 riots at Kinmel Park Camp. 
  

BODELWYDDAN CASTLE 
  
This used to be known as Lowther 
College, an expensive and exclusive 
school for girls and is situate opposite 
the main gate of the camp.  Like its 
counterpart, Clarendon College for 
Girls, both colleges closed many years 
ago.  The college has now been 
renamed Bodelwyddan Castle.  The 
castle was created by Sir John Hay 
Williams between 1830 and 1852, 
though the estate has medieval 
origins.  It has a magnificent estate 
wall and formal garden.  In 1914 the 
Castle was requisitioned by the Army 
and used as the Officers Mess for 
Kinmel Camp, while a military hospital 
was built in the grounds.    It is now an 
outstation of the National Portrait 
Gallery and arranges a changing 
programme of exhibitions of its many 
treasures. Warner Leisure Hotels offer 
accommodation with meals, for adults 
only, as well activities as varied as 
archery and croquet to fly-fishing and 
painting. 
  
It was rumoured throughout the life of 
the Regiment that Junior Tradesmen 
habitually "scaled the walls" into the 
hallowed grounds of Lowther College 
seeking carnal pleasure with the 
virtuous, nubile and innocent young 
wenches! There are, however, well 
documented liaisons with the local 
Abergele and Rhyl girls. 
  
 

FINAL PASSING OUT PARADE 
  
It was the big event after many weeks 
of practise.  Kit, after many pre-
inspections, had to be immaculate.  
Family and friends were invited and 
sat on a dais at the side of the parade 
ground.  A senior officer took the 
March Past Salute to the music of "Z" 
Cars, played by the Regiments Corps 
of Drums.  A farewell meeting was 
usually held in the cinema, after which 
Junior NCOs removed their stripes 
because they were then "Regulars". 
  
  

THE CAREER OF ONE JUNIOR 
TRADESMAN 

  
Jan 64 - May 65 - JTR, Rhyl 
May 65 - Jun 68 - 15 Sqn RCT, 
Osnabruck 
Jun 68 - Dec 71 - 7 Sqn RCT, Tidworth 
Dec 71 - Sep 72 - 15 Sqn RCT, 
Osnabruck 
Sep 72 - Feb 75 - 263 Ground Liaison 
Section, RAF Laarbruch 
Feb 75 - Sep 78 - 3 Tank Transporter 
Sqn RCT, Sennelager 
Sep 78 - Aug 81 - 57 Junior Leaders 
Sqn RCT, Colerne 
Aug 81 - Jul 84 - 8 Sqn RCT, 
Aldershot 
Jul 84 - Mar 87 - 14 Sqn RCT, 
Bielefeld 
Mar 87 - Oct 87 - HQ Chester Garrison 
Oct 87 - Discharge 
  

POSTINGS  
 

Some of the many overseas countries 
to which JT were posted included 
Aden, Belgium, Benghazi, Germany, 
Gibraltar, Hong Kong, Kenya, Libya, 
Malaysia, Malta, Oman, Saudi Arabia 
and Singapore among others. 
  

 
 
 



ACHIEVEMENT   
 

All ex-Junior Tradesmen, without 
exception, have stated the impact boys 
service had on them i.e. maturing, 
educating, perseverance, learning to 
stick things out and learning a trade.  
Many went straight into the Regular 
Army at 17.5 years and had an 
excellent career, serving their full-term, 
most reaching the rank of at least 
WO1.  Many were commissioned.  A 
large number have remained true 
friends to this day. 
  

THINGS I REMEMBER (1962-1964) 
BY J/Pte Anonymous 

  
1962 - The old cookhouse closed and 
the new one opened.  Thousands of us 
going on our first leave saying farewell 
to the RSM (rhubarb) as the train 
pulled out of Rhyl Railway Station. 
PT Test - remember, pass all elements 
to get your pay award.  "Throw the 
hockey ball as far as you can" the PTI 
said.  I did and it went through the MT 
Shed Sky Light.  I failed the total test 
with the swimming.  Static water tanks 
in November can be a bit cold, in fact 
so bloody cold they pulled me out with 
a pole! 
 
Trade Training started - I was a radio 
operator but no good at all with the 
morse key, so they transferred me to 
Clerical and gave me forty plus 
typewriter keys! 
 
Rescuing the sheep for local farmers 
on Denbigh Moors - in the end they 
had to search for us in four foot of 
snow. 
 
1963 - The Club opened opposite the 
Church.  They bussed girls in for a 
dance in the Church. 
 
Boxing - winning the Boxing Final at 
my weight - I beat T.M. of C Company. 

1964 - Sealand Ranges - two warmers 
into the bank - everyone shoot at the 
Flag Pole and sure enough it came 
down! 
 
Over the wall to the girls school - one 
lad, a real gent from Brum, laid his 
raincoat down for this girl to sit on, 
someone came, we all did a runner, he 
forgot about his coat, they found his 
number and name inside and he was 
discharged! 
 
Being voted by the Civilian Driving 
Instructors as the Best Driver (Non 
Driver Tradesman). 
 
Driving Col Whalan to Sealand 
Ranges and back in a Champ. 
 
High - being promoted - Low - being 
demoted. 
  
  

DISBANDMENT 
 
The Regiment disbanded, quite 
suddenly and with little notice for the 
permanent staff, in July 1974, after 13 
years.   No reason was given for the 
closure and disbandment of the 
Regiment by the MOD.  The Regiment 
had undoubtedly been a success and 
had fulfilled its role of cocooning, 
disciplining, training, educating and 
maturing 15-year-old boys into men 
and giving them both a trade and a 
purpose in life.  It had thoroughly 
prepared them for a career in the 
Regular Army if they so wished. 
  

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
 
Most lads are retired or nearing 
retirement and are spread and widely 
dispersed across the Globe, including 
France, Germany, Spain, Australia and 
the UK, with some remaining in North 
Wales. 
  



DO YOU REMEMBER? 
  
The Trainazium - A scaffolding tower, 
40 ft high and 12 ft square, with a 
"death slide" on one side, a "para" 
jump, rope bridges and a simulated 
rock climb making up the other three 
sides, with a free-fall abseil down the 
middle? 
 
The Indoor .22 Range and Sealand 
Ranges? 
 
The Watermanship Course - using 
Assault Boats? 
 
The Static Trainers - pretending to 
drive? 
 
Double declutching on the Austin 1 
Tonners? 
 
Map Reading Exercises in 3 tonners 
(canvas closed), and finding a check-
point on foot using maps and 
compass? 
 
DofE Pursuit Award - 3 days walking 
and 2 nights under canvas? 
  
A FEW EMAIL QUOTATIONS FROM 
EX-JUNIOR TRADESMEN. 
  
"The grounding I was given at JTR 
shaped my career for many years 
afterwards". 
 
"I have loads of memories (fond ones);  
it was one of the happiest two years of 
my life". 
 
"My life really began to have meaning 
on the day that I arrived at Kinmel Park 
Camp". 
 
"It was a character building 
experience". 
 

"I have so many memories of my time 
at Kinmel Park - almost all of them 
good". 
 
"For the first time in my life, I had my 
very own bed, and comfortable it was 
too, and I thought the meals were 
superb". 
 
"The JTR took in many a rough 
diamond and sent out some real 
gems". 
 
"The military and civilian staff were all 
top-drawer people". 
 
"I entered the JTR with a chip on my 
shoulder, and they passed me out with 
plenty of tools for my life’s journey". 
 
"My time at JTR changed me forever.  
It made me the person I am today.  It 
taught me the importance of discipline, 
teamwork, the value of good friends 
(sometimes for life) and to be there for 
my friends as they are for me". 
 
"Rhyl to me was the start of my adult 
life, where you were expected to do 
your best and perform well as a team.  
These disciplines have stayed with me 
all my life". 
 
".......I realized I could eat three times 
a day and wear new, clean clothes and 
be warm and dry and live in a safe, 
secure environment.  I could take a 
bath or shower when I wanted and no 
longer had to wait in line at the Public 
Baths once in a blue moon." 
  
A final note from "Davos" 
  
Many recruits arrived with very little, 
but left with so much.  They had a 
purpose in life. 
  
Reproduced with the kind permission 
of:  John Williams (aka "Davos"), and 
the assistance of Mike Bartie 



Photos at: 
http://www.flickriver.com/groups/73460
5@N21/pool/interesting/ 
 
It would be very interesting to know 
how many medics passed out at JTR 
Rhyl during the time it was functional? 
 

TURNING OF THE PAGE 
CEREMONY – WESTMINSTER 
ABBEY 
 
 
DATE   UNIT 
 
Sat 1 Oct 16         253 (NI) Med Regt 
 
Sat 3 Dec 16        DCHET 
 
DCHET – Defence Centre for Health 
Education and Training (the new 
phase 2 training establishment at 
Whittington Barracks, Litchfield). 
 
The Books are now located at the front 
of Westminster Abbey under the 
RAMC windows. 
 
The Ceremony always starts at  
1100 hours sharp. 
 
Those wishing to attend should be in  
at the designated location before  
1045hrs so that they can be in position  
and, if they need a seat then earlier as  
there are only approximately 20 seats. 
 
Those attending should state that  
they are attending the RAMC Service  
and will be allowed in. 
 

ONE MAN, HIS DOG AND 7,000 
MILE LITTER SWEEP 
 
I published in the April edition of the 
Newsletter of Wayne Dixon and his 
dog Koda on his quest to do the 7,000 
mile coastal line litter sweep for the 
charities Mental Health Charity Mind 

and the Northern Inuit Dog Rescue 
Society. 
 
I have extracted some photographs 
from Wayne’s FB Page; 
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Wayne is contactable on his mobile 
phone 07861 708949. If you would like 
to keep up to date with Wayne, and 
like to join him on any of his litter 
picking events, then please go to:  
 
https://www.facebook.com/wayne.dixo
n.7543 
  
or email at dixonwayne@gmail.com 
 
If anyone would like to sponsor Wayne 
on his adventure, then please click on 
the links below; 
 
MIND 
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundra
iser-
web/fundraiser/showFundraiserProfile
Page.action?userUrl=WayneKoda 
 
NORTHERN INUIT SOCIETY 
 
https://www.gofundme.com/qejbb7uc 

https://www.facebook.com/wayne.dixon.7543
https://www.facebook.com/wayne.dixon.7543
dixonwayne@gmail.com
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-web/fundraiser/showFundraiserProfilePage.action?userUrl=WayneKoda
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-web/fundraiser/showFundraiserProfilePage.action?userUrl=WayneKoda
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-web/fundraiser/showFundraiserProfilePage.action?userUrl=WayneKoda
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-web/fundraiser/showFundraiserProfilePage.action?userUrl=WayneKoda
https://www.gofundme.com/qejbb7uc

