RAMC REUNITED
NEWSLETTER MARCH
2016
WELCOME TO THE RAMC
ASSOCIATION WEBSITE
In 1926, the RAMC Association was
formed to further the camaraderie of
WW1 Corps veterans with Sir William
Leishman being the first President.
There are now some 38 branches
around UK with a predominantly
veteran membership although most
serving Corps members also are
members centrally. The Association
has traditionally been supported by
Corps Funds and especially for the
expenses of the branch standards and
standard bearers.
The following is the Welcome
Message from the National Chairman
of the RAMC Association, Brigadier
(Retd) Barry Smith CBE TD DL, which
I have copied and pasted from the
RAMC Association Website.
“I regard it as a great privilege that I
was appointed as the National
Chairman of the RAMC Association
and I welcome you to our website. In
the past years, the website has
become established as an important

way of communicating with everyone
who is or has been a member of the
RAMC and as a way of telling people
who have not served about the
organisation that we are so proud of.
The statistics tell us that we have
views from all over the world (in fact,
every continent except Antarctica!)
I hope that you will enjoy reading
about the many aspects of the
Association and the RAMC. If you are
serving, then you are a member
already and if you are retired, use the
membership page to find out where
your local Branch is and join our
wonderful Association.
Brigadier (Retd) Barry Smith CBE TD
DL”
Members wishing to join the RAMC
Association or find out where their
nearest Branch is located, then please
go to: www.ramcassociation.org.uk for
further information.

TURNING OF THE PAGE
CEREMONY – WESTMINSTER
ABBEY
DATE

UNIT

Sat 2 Apr 16 203 (Welsh) Fd Hosp
Sat 7 May 16

2 Med Regt

Sat 1 Jul 16

22 Fd Hosp

Sat 1 Oct 16

253 (NI) Med Regt

Sat 3 Dec 16

DCHET

DCHET – Defence Centre for Health
Education and Training (the new
phase 2 training establishment at
Whittington Barracks, Litchfield).

The Books are now located at the front
of Westminster Abbey under the
RAMC windows.
The Ceremony always starts at
1100 hours sharp.
Those wishing to attend should be in
at the designated location before
1045hrs so that they can be in position
and, if they need a seat then earlier as
there are only approximately 20 seats.
Those attending should state that
they are attending the RAMC Service
and will be allowed in.

ONLINE BOOK OF
REMEMBRANCE
Just to remind members that the Book
of Remembrance is now online and
can be accessed by going to:
http://ramcassociation.org.uk/remembr
ance/our-online-book-of-remembrance

ARMY MEDICAL SERVICES
PAST AND PRESENT DINNER
CLUB
This year the Dinner is being held at
RMA Sandhurst on Saturday 1st
October 2016. Information on the
Dinner will be circulated in due course.
Ensure you put this date in your diary.
There is a FB Group titled "Army
Medical Services Past and Present
Dinner Club" and can be accessed by
going to:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/114
462792058814/510630579108698/?no
tif_t=group_activity

COMBAT STRESS (THE
VETERANS’ MENTAL HEALTH
CHARITY)
The years of conflict involving British
military service personnel in WW11,
Korea, Malaya, Aden, Northern
Ireland, Falkland Islands and as recent
as Iraq and Afghanistan, have inflicted
to those thousands who have returned
from these conflicts, with devastating
mental health conditions.
Since Iraq and Afghanistan there has
been a dramatic increase of Veterans
being referred to the Charity Combat
Stress. In 2010 they had 1,303 new
referrals. In 2015 that number has
grown rapidly to 2,328. It is not only
the physical damage that many
Veterans suffer, it is the psychological
injuries as well. Their experiences can
haunt them day and night, causing
depression, blackouts and even
thoughts of suicide.
Combat Stress is doing it’s very best to
help our fellow Veterans and, if you
would like to contribute to this very
worthwhile Charity. If you wish to
make a donation then please go to
http://www.combatstress.org.uk/

SOLDIERS OF THE STREET
(SOTS)
Soldiers Off The Street (SOTS) are a
Registered Charity and have been
since 26 August 2010. With a
dedicated group of people determined
to help the forgotten ex service
personnel whose lives have been
affected by homelessness. We all
think they deserve better after going
through the traumatic experience of
war in far off lands, what they have
been through for the country they love,

to be forgotten and homeless is a
national disgrace. SOTS intend to put
right for as many as they can!

POPPY PIN – ONCE A MEDIC
ALWAYS A MEDIC

Although the charity is called Soldiers
off the Street, they do not deal with just
soldiers. They help all ex-service
personnel Army, RAF and RN past
and present, not just present conflict.
The charity's objects (the Objects) are
the relief of charitable need of
homeless ex-service personnel, in
particular but not exclusively by the
provision of clothing, food and
rehabilitation, including advice on Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder, alcoholism,
drug abuse, housing and employment.
If you would like to help us help
forgotten ex service personnel whose
lives have been affected by
homelessness. Then please give
generously if you can. 100% of all
donations go into the running of SOTS.
If you would like to make a donation
then go to:
http://www.soldiersoffthestreet.org/

THE FRIENDS OF MILLBANK
“Keeping Alive the Memory of
Millbank”
The Chairman and Committee of the
Friends of Millbank invite RAMC
Reunited members to a Lecture
commencing at 6.30 p.m. Thursday 28
April 2016. Further details on the
Lecture are appended to this letter.

The following email speaks for itself.
Brian is a former member of the Corps
and would appreciate any feedback on
the pin. His email address is
bs.380@tiscali.co.uk
“Hi Mick,
I just wondered if anybody within
RAMC reunited would be interested in
a pin that I have asked my Friend
Simon Tattersall to design and
produce.
He has come up with some artwork for
the pin and has sent it to me to see
what I thought. The colours at the
moment are a bit bright but would be
corrected at the time of production.
Is it possible for you to put it out to
members to test the water to see what
they think and whether they would
purchase one?
They can be viewed on the poppy pins
website.
The cost including postage would be
£10 with a donation to British Legion.
This is a link that will take you to it.

http://www.poppypins.co.uk/WP/produ
ct/once-a-medic-always-a-medic/

Thanks so much.
Brian
Brian Sheppard”
The pin is 35mm in diameter.

RAMC REUNITED
QUESTIONNAIRE

Basutoland. (1) This mountain he had
been prepared for defence for some
time so was heavily fortified. It rose
steeply on the north side to a height of
1500 feet and on its southern slope
defences and caves were in evidence.
(2)
Morosi’s
force
numbered
approximately 1500 men, many of
whom were armed with breech loading
rifles and had plentiful ammunition. (3)

REUNION

The Chairman of the RAMC Reunited
Committee Mac McHale, on behalf of
the Committee would like to thank all
those members who attended the
Reunion weekend in Liverpool and
participated
in
completing
the
questionnaire which was handed out to
members on their arrival at the hotel
on the Friday and, the General
Meeting on the Saturday morning.
The returned forms have been
consolidated and the results are
shown in the Annex appended to this
newsletter.

THE WARS IN AFRICA (PART
ONE)
I would like to thank Pete Starling for
this and other articles relating to
RAMC VC’s that will be published in
future editions of the Newsletter

MOROSI’S MOUNTAIN
In late 1878, Morosi the chief of the
Baphuti, committed various hostile
acts in Basutoland. Attempts by the
British to get him to surrender failed
and he withdrew to a mountain on the
banks of the Orange River in southern

For some time plans had been laid to
assault the mountain and capture
Morosi and on 25th March 1879 a
force under command of Colonel
Charles
Griffith,
the
High
Commissioner’s agent for Basutoland,
reached the foot of the mountain. Early
assaults failed to gain footholds on the
mountain and in April more men
arrived under Colonel Edward Brabant
and various small actions took place
against the defenders until 5th June
when he launched a dawn attack but
despite heavy fighting all day the force
failed to get to the summit and
withdrew back down the mountain at
dusk. Casualties were three killed and
eleven wounded.
Amongst the force fighting on this day
were the Cape Mounted Riflemen a
force originally formed in November
1827 having previously had a varied
existence under both Dutch and British
administration in Cape Colony. (4)
After initial disbandment in 1870 the
unit was reformed in 1878 from the
Frontier Armed and Mounted Police,
under command of Colonel HG Moore
VC. (5) A bill passed in the Cape
parliament defined the role of this new
unit as both that of a military force to
defend the colony and also as a police
force. Recruiting for this new force was
mainly carried out back in England but
those wishing to join had to pay their
on passage to South Africa. (6)

The surgeon of the Cape Mounted
Riflemen at Morosi’s Mountain was
Edmund Baron Hartley and he treated
men under enemy fire that day
resulting in the award of the Victoria
Cross. (7)
The campaign against Morosi would
drag on until November when the
mountain was finally successfully
assaulted and Morosi killed.
EDMUND BARON HARTLEY

Inland Revenue from 1867 until 1869
when he resigned and entered St.
George Hospital Medical School
eventually qualifying MRCS England in
1874 and LRCP Edinburgh in 1880. (8)
Also in 1874, on 16th June, he married
Constance Ellen Aldridge, aged 22.
Hartley decided to seek his fortune on
the African continent and from 18741877 was District Surgeon of British
Basutoland. In 1877 he volunteered for
service with the Frontier Armed and
Mounted Police and saw action
against the Galeekas and then in 1878
took part in the Gaika campaign.
His actions on 5 June 1879 were
witnessed by many and won high
praise:
The courage and energy displayed by
him [Dr Hartley] in picking up the
wounded and sending them back to
hospital and afterwards in coming up
to the ledge as soon as he heard that
there were other men in need of his
assistance and all the time exposed to
the fire of the enemy... Dt Hartley,
while the storming party was waiting to
advance from under the ledge went
out under a heavy fire from the
Schanzes to a flat place where lay Cpl
A Jones, who was wounded and
carried him off the flat exposed place
and ran with him in your arms about
150 yards back. (A)
His Commanding Officer, Major J.M.
Grant added further praise:
I saw him attending to the wounded
under a withering fire. When the
stormers returned after being repulsed
all ranks were so loud and enthusiastic
in praise of Dr Hartley’s extreme
gallantry. (b)

Edmund Baron Hartley was born at
Ivybridge, South Devon, on 6th May
1847, the eldest son of Dr Edmond
and Mrs Sophie Hartley. After a private
education he initially worked for the

Hartley’s award appeared in the
London Gazette of 7 October 1881:
For conspicuous gallantry displayed in
attending the wounded under fire, at

the unsuccessful attack on Morosi’s
Mountain in Basutoland, on 5th June
1879; and for having proceeded into
the open ground, under a heavy fire,
and carried in his arms, from an
exposed position, Corp. A. Jones of
the Cape Mounted Riflemen, who was
wounded. The Surgeon Major then
returned under the severe fire of the
enemy in order to dress the wounds of
the other men of the storming party.
The medal was presented to Hartley
by Brigadier C.M. Clark, Commanding
Colonial Forces, at a parade held at
King William’s Town on Saturday 3
December 1881. (c)
Morosi’s Mountain was not the end of
Hartleys campaigning; in the Basuto
campaign of 1880-1 he was Mentioned
in Despatches and in 1882-3 was
Principal Medical Officer (PMO) of
Colonial
Forces
under
General
Gordon.
In
the
Bechuanaland
Rebellion of 1897 he was wounded
and again Mentioned in Despatches.
(9) During the South African War,
1899-1902, he was present at
Magersfontein and was PMO of the
Colonial Division and again Mentioned
in Despatches. Shortly after he was
made a Commander of the Order of
St. Michael and St. George and was a
Knight of St. John. He is credited as
being one of the driving forces behind
the formation of the Cape Volunteer
Medical Staff Corps.
Sometime before 1910 he returned to
England and during World War One
was Secretary of the Voluntary Aid
Hospital in Seaton, Devon.
Edmund Baron Hartley died on 20
March 1919 of heart failure, in Ash,
Hampshire and was buried in
Brookwood Cemetery, Surrey. (10)
His Victoria Cross was purchased at
Southerbys in 1955 for £300.00 and is

now displayed in the Army Medical
Services Museum, Mytchett, Surrey.
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BIMONTHLY MAGAZINE
MILITARY JOURNAL

–

For those Military Historians amongst
us, I thought I would share this with
you.
I received an email from Rob Vaneker
who is the Editor/Publisher of The
Military Journal.

Incorporated Society of Trained
Masseuses
(ISTM).
They
were
approached by Sydney Brown Matron
in Chief of the Queen Alexandra’s
Imperial Military Nursing Service
(QAIMNS) as to the possibility of
allowing RAMC nursing orderlies (NO)
based at the RVH Netley to sit their
massage examinations. This was
agreed but they would not allow males
to join their exclusive female Society.

There are two different formats. One is
a PDF document and is appended to
this newsletter; the other is a Flip-over
edition and can be accessed by going
to the following link;
http://online.pubhtml5.com/ehqh/vdks/

PHYSIOTHERAPY
ARMY

IN

THE

Can you assist Len Asplin in his quest
to obtain information on the History of
Physiotherapy in the Army?
I am researching into the history of
Physiotherapy in the Army with the
help of former students. Most of them
trained between 1955 and 1977. At 89
Peter Fitchett was the oldest ex-army
physiotherapist I had made contact
with but sadly he passed away
recently.
He
commenced
physiotherapy training in 1948 at the
Royal Victoria Hospital (RVH) Netley.
There are two noticeable gaps in my
research so far 1920 – 1926 and 1940
– 1954. If through any research you
have undertaken or you know of
anyone who served during the War or
shortly afterwards and can provide me
with any information I would be
grateful if you could contact me.
Massage
the
forerunner
of
Physiotherapy commenced formerly in
the RAMC in 1905. The professional
body for massage at the time was the

Massage class of 1912 (Courtesy of the
AMS Museum)

The NO were taught massage by the
nurses of the QAIMNS who had
passed the ISTM examinations. All 17
candidates entered passed this first
examination
for
males.
This
arrangement continued until the Great
War (1914) when the NO were
deployed on war duties.
The Army School of Massage was
opened following the Great War at
RVH Netley. It is at present assumed
that the nurses of the QAIMNS
continued to teach massage. The
ISTM had evolved over the interim
period
adding
examinations
in
Swedish Remedial Exercises (SRE)
and Medical Electricity. In 1920 the
ISTM became the Chartered Society of
Massage and Medical Gymnastics
(CSMMG). It was about this time that
NO were also entered for the Medical
Electricity exams but not SRE. Who

taught the medical electricity is not
known at present but there is some
evidence that this was undertaken by
Medical Officers.
Albert Mines joined the RAMC as a 15
year old in 1911 and was appointed as
a bugler. He joined the ranks on
attaining 18 years of age in November
1914 and served in Europe during the
Great War. He passed his NO Class III
examination in 1919 and was posted
to RVH Netley for a course of
instruction in Massage. He sat the
examinations of the CSMMG and in
1924 qualified as a teacher of Medical
Electricity and in 1930 qualified as a
teacher of Medical Gymnastics. It is
documented that he was the Chief
Instructor at the Massage School in
the early 1930’s. Who the other
instructors were during the period
1920 to 1933 is not known at present.
He was posted from RVH Netley to
Millbank as a WOI in 1933, was
commissioned in 1939 and retired as a
Major in 1956.

Massage class early 1930's - WOI Albert
Mines, Unknown Medical Officer, Cpl
Arthur Smith (Courtesy of Nicky Hatch
(Smith).

Arthur Smith succeeded Albert Mines
as the Chief Instructor in 1933. Arthur
had joined the RAMC in 1922 and

trained as a NO. He also trained as a
masseur Class III in 1926 and passed
Class I in 1928. In 1932 he was
awarded the CSMMG certificate as a
qualified teacher in Massage and
Medical Gymnastics and in 1933
qualified as a teacher in Medical
Electricity. Arthur continued to teach at
RVH Netley until 1941 when the
School was relocated to Sherford or
Middleway Camps Taunton the
location of 114 Convalescent Depot.
He completed his service and was
released to the reserve in 1945.

Possibly staff from 114 Convalescent
Depot Taunton 1944? WOI Arthur Smith far
right (Courtesy of Nicky Hatch (Smith).

In 1947 the School reopened at RVH
Netley and at some point became the
Army School of Physiotherapy. Arthur
Smith now a civilian was appointed as
the Principal of the School. From 1948
to 1955 the students at the School sat
the Army examinations. This entailed
ten months classroom work (Class III
Physiotherapist) and
two
years
working
in
a
Physiotherapy
Department
under
a
qualified
physiotherapist (Class II after a further
year and Class I the following year). In
1951 personnel from the newly formed
Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army
Nursing Corp (QAs) were admitted to
the School. This was also the period of
National Service and many of the
students only sat the Physiotherapy
Class III exams and then left the
service.

Physiotherapy Class 1950. Teachers left to
right – Sgt Bert, Smith,
Mr Arthur Smith and WOII Morris (Courtesy
of Nicky Hatch (Smith).

The CSMMG became the Chartered
Society of Physiotherapy (CSP) in
1943 and by 1950 pre entry
qualifications changed as did the
length of the training to three years.
Although the CSP provided various
concessions for the three service
schools it was inevitable that they
would have to conform to the
requirements of the Society. During
the early 1950’s there were only two
army physiotherapists who sat the
CSP exams, Bert Smith and Sid
Wakeford, both became teachers at
the School. In 1955 the School moved
to the Royal Herbert Hospital
Woolwich, the reason for this was that
the RVH Netley could not offer the
clinical experience necessary for
students to sit the CSP examinations.
From 1955 to 1962 selected students
sat the CSP examinations whilst the
remainder sat the Army examinations.
Many of those who sat the army
examinations and continued to serve
sat the CSP final examinations in the
mid 1960’s.

Physiotherapy Class 1951.
First class with QAs. Far left centre row
“Chin” Lynch, front row centre Pat Judge &
“Killer” Killip (Courtesy of Nicky Hatch
(Smith).

Teachers about 1959 – Sgt David Lamb,
WOII Bert Smith, Mr Arthur Smith and Sid
Wakeford (Courtesy of Stefan Spence)

Physiotherapy Class 1952 or 53

In 1961 the School was approached by
the CSP to take three civilian students
as there were no places at other
Schools. This was approved and from
then on civilians were admitted to the
School.

From 1962 all students’ military and
civilian who attended completed the
three year course and sat the CSP
exams.

ARMY MEDICAL SERVICES
PROGRAMME OF EVENTS
2016

Training of the QAs was discontinued
after 1961. Army male students had to
sign on for six years on qualifying
whereas there was no commitment for
QAs to do so.

The information on forthcoming events
shown below have been extracted
from the AMS Programme of Events
2016 Blue Book.

Arthur Smith retired in 1963 and was
succeeded as Principal by Sid
Wakeford. Sid Wakeford retired in
1968 and was succeeded by Chas
Jones. During the 1960’s / 70s a
number of former students trained as
teachers and taught at the School,
David Lamb, Chas Jones, Lee James,
Lee Panter, Ian Rutherford, Nigel
Palastanga.

FORTHCOMING
FUNCTIONS

As early as the 1950’s it had been
recommended by the CSP that all
three service schools amalgamated. In
1975 the Joint Services School of
Physiotherapy was opened at RAF
Halton.
The
Army
School
of
Physiotherapy
closed
in
1977
coinciding with the closure of the RHH
and the opening of the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital Woolwich. Originally
the plans for this Hospital had included
a physiotherapy school.
If and members are able to assist Les
then please contact him at
:
l.asplin@btinternet.com
Len Asplin, Ty Newydd Coed Bach,
Defynnog Road, Sennybridge, Powys
LD3 8RT

EVENTS

-

KEOGH
DINNER
NIGHT
THURSDAY 5th MAY 2016
(COMMAND & STAFF CADRE)

AMS
–

Closing date is 22nd April 2016.
Details on this event and application
form are appended to this newsletter.
WARRANT OFFICERS’ & SNCOs’
PAST & PRESENT DINNER – 1st
OCTOBER 2016
The annual WOs’ & SNCOs’ Past &
Present Dinner will be taking place on
Saturday 1st October 2016 and will be
held at RMA Sandhurst. Information
and attendance proforma will be
disseminated in July 2016 and all
queries should be directed to the AMS
Command Sergeant Major on 01276
412935/412789
AMS ATHLETICS – THURSDAY 16th
AND 17th JUNE 2016
The AMS Athletics will be taking place
on the above dates at RMA Sandhurst.
AMS
RETIRED
OFFICERS’
LUNCHEON
FRIDAY
14th
OCTOBER 2016
Closing date is 28th September 2016.
Details on this event and application
form are appended to this newsletter.

FIELD
OF
REMEMBRANCE
THURSDAY 10th NOVEMBER 2016
Representatives of the RAMC, RAVC,
RADC and QARANC Associations will
place a badged cross on behalf of their
Corps in the Field of Remembrance, St
Margaret’s Church Yard, Westminster
Abbey at 1100 hours.
Those attending should wear full size
medals if entitled.
Please contact
RHQ for tickets. For security reasons
gates will be closed at 1030 when all
members attending are to be in
position.
AMS CAROL SERVICE
WEDNESDAY 7th DECEMBER 2016
The AMS Carol Service will be held on
the above date at the Royal Chapel,
RMA Sandhurst. All are welcome to
attend. Further information will be
promulgated later this year by the
Regimental Secretary QARANC. The
closing date is to be confirmed.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS - RAMC
FUNCTIONS
RAMC CHARITY AGM WEDNESDAY 27th APRIL 2016
Closing date is 15th April 2016.
Details on this event and application
form are appended to this newsletter.
In the interest of security within the
RMA Sandhurst, those wishing to
attend this AGM are to forward their
names to the RHQ RAMC by no later
than 25th April 2016. A form of identity
will be needed for access to RMA
Sandhurst.

RAMC ANNUAL SERVICE AND
ASSOCIATION AGM – WEDNESDAY
11th MAY 2016
Closing date is 29th April 2016.
Details on this event and application
form are appended to this newsletter.
RAMC OFFICERS’ ANNUAL DINNER
& HULL GRUNDY LECTURE
THURSDAY 16th JUNE 2016
Closing date is 3rd June 2016. Details
on this event and application form are
appended to this newsletter.
RAMC CORPS SUNDAY CHURCH
SERVICE – SUNDAY 19th JUNE
2016
Details on this event are appended to
this newsletter.
RAMC LUNCHEON ON CORPS
SUNDAY – SUNDAY 19th JUNE
2016
Closing date is 3rd June 2016. Details
on this event and application form are
appended to this newsletter.
RAMC DAVID BRUCE LECTURE &
DINNER NIGHT – THURSDAY 6th
OCTOBER 2016
Closing date is 22nd September 2016.
Details on this event and application
form are appended to this newsletter.
FIELD OF REMEMBRANCE THURSDAY 10th NOVEMBER 2016
Representatives of the RAMC, RAVC,
RADC and QARANC Associations will
place a badged cross on behalf of their
Corps in the Field of Remembrance, St
Margaret’s Church Yard, Westminster
Abbey at 1100 hours.

Those attending should wear full size
medals if entitled.
Please contact
RHQ for tickets. For security reasons
gates will be closed at 1030 when all
members attending are to be in
position.

LOCAL HOTELS
Premier Inn,
Park Street, Camberley, Surrey GU15
3SG. Tel: 0871 527 9322

REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE –
SUNDAY 13th NOVEMBER 2016

Travelodge,
1 Park Lane, Camberley, Surrey GU15
3FX. Tel: 0871 984 6521

Closing date is 24th October 2016.
Details on this event and application
form are appended to this newsletter.

Travelodge,
507-537 London Road, Camberley,
Surrey GU15 3UR. Tel: 0871 984 6315

RAMC ASSOCIATION AT THE
CENOTAPH PARADE IN LONDON
SUNDAY 13th NOVEMBER 2016

USEFUL CONTACTS

Closing date is 6th October 2016.
Details on this event and application
form are appended to this newsletter.

ARMYMED-RHQ-EVENTS@mod.uk

Events and Functions Co-ordinator at:

RAMC Association
www.ramcassociation.org.uk

GENERAL INFORMATION
Army Medical Services Band
Reservations for functions will
close
on the dates
shown.
Cancellation with a refund will not
be admitted after 10 days before the
event in other than genuinely urgent
operational circumstances.
Payment is always
advance; otherwise
cannot be confirmed.

required in
your place

Separate cheques for each function.
For any queries regarding function
bookings
please
contact
the
Functions and Events Co-ordinator
at the RHQ on 01276 412789
ACCOMMODATION
RHQ
is
unable
to
arrange
accommodation.
Accommodation
must be booked directly with the Mess
Manager on 01276 412707.

www.army.mod.uk/amstaband
Email:amd-amstaband@mod.uk
Army Medical Services Museum
www.ams-museum.org.uk

ABSENT BRETHERN
Lee James (former physiotherapist)

Friends of Millbank (FOM) programme for 2016
"Keeping Alive the Memory of Millbank"
All lectures unless stated otherwise are held at the Chelsea College of Art and Design
16 John Islip Street London SW1 P 4JU formerly the Royal Army Medical College Registration and refreshments from 5.30 p.m. the lecture begins at 6.30 p.m. finishing
approximately 8 p.m.
.
2016 lecture theme is Part One the CRIMEA Part Two WAR SURGERY
Date
Friday 22 January

Friday 26 February

Friday 18 March
Easter
Thursday 28 April
Sat 7 May

Friday 27 May
Sat 11June

Friday 23 September
Friday 21 October
1900 start

Friday 25 November

Event
AGM
The CRIMEA
Mike Hinton
Medicine in the Crimea
Contact speakers
Helen Rappaport
Women in the Crimean War
Sunday, March 27
Professor Neil Kent
John Keen Memorial Lunch
Chaired by Terry Hissey
1030 for 11.00 Turning the Page
Westminster Abbey and after at
the Union Jack Club for Lunch
1200 Drinks 1230 Pete Starling
1300 Lunch
Pending_
Trooping of the Colour
Polish Club for Lunch
Please note applicants to attend
must attend both events and be
paid up members of FOM
WAR SURGERY
Professor Anthony Bull
Blast Injury
BLAIR LECTURE
Major General (Retd) Mungo,
Melvin CB OaE
presents
"The life, work and legacy of
Professor Dr Nikolai Pirogov"
War Surgery
Tom Scotland
Published by the Chairman
info@friendsofmillbank.org
2016

location
Billiard Room
Minutes Circulated
Main Lecture Theatre
Flyer Circulated
Main Lecture Theatre
Flyer Circulated
Billiard Room
Flyer Circulated
Westminster Abbey
Union Jack Club
Applications to attend to
Terry Hissey
Email
terIYhisse!l@talk21.com
Main Lecture Theatre
Applications
to attend to Email
info@friendsofmillbank.org
We are restricted to 30
places
Main Lecture Theatre
Main Lecture Theatre

Main Lecture Theatre

RAMC REUNITED
“Members Opinion on the Way Ahead”
In trying to understand the overall view of our membership with regards to future
Reunited gatherings, the Committee would like your opinions and indeed, any
recommendations you feel appropriate in respect of our bi-yearly planned activity,
cost, chosen locations and current monthly date of our gatherings. With that in
mind, we would be obliged if you could find the time to answer in simple terms the
following questions which will undoubtedly assist us in our deliberations regarding
the “Way Ahead”.
1 Are you happy/or not happy with the current format of our weekend gatherings.
Please comment: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
2 In line with many other veteran groups and the very favourable price charged, we
have so far always used the Britannia Group of Hotels for our gatherings. Would you
like to see a change? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
3 With regards to Question 2, would you be willing to pay more for your “weekend
package” if we were to go elsewhere?_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
4 Currently we gather during the month of February to avoid peak seasonal
bookings and related price increases. However, given a choice, what would your
preferred time of year be or are you happy to remain as arranged? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
5 The Committee feels that a two day packaged weekend would be more beneficial
to all, as opposed to the current three day gathering. Would you agree, or are you
happy for it to remain the same? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
6 If you have any further comments to make with regards to any improvements to
the current format and any ideas which would benefit all of the members at future
gatherings, please comment: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
The findings of this simple survey will be published on the RAMC Reunited website
and Newsletter.
Your patience and understanding is fully appreciated.
The Committee
Member’s Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Although the overwhelming view of all of the members assembled at our recent AGM
unanimously voted for a two day weekend as opposed to the current three day event
and were also as one in their agreement that ‘we’ should stay for the foreseeable
future with the Britannia Group of Hotels, I thought it would interest you to know the
results/opinions from the membership following receipt back of the questionnaire
(see above) which was handed out to each on their arrival on Friday. Many of our
members did not bother to return the form following the same questions asked
during the AGM which was understandable, but however, 44 did.
The views expressed by those members are I would suggest a very good indication
of the overall ‘mindset’ of our membership. They are for us, both helpful and thought
provoking when it comes to understanding fully our members ‘likes and dislikes’
regarding both past and future gatherings. In accordance with those six questions
asked, the results were as follows:
Question 1.
42 out of 44 were happy with the current format with 2 not happy.
Question 2.
34 out of 44 were happy with the Britannia Group and the current prices charged
with 10 indicating the need for change.
Question 3.
38 out of 44 indicated their willingness to pay more for the weekend package with 6
not in favour.
Question 4.
35 out of 44 were happy for the gathering to remain as is in February with 9
preferring the lighter evenings/nights of April/May and or Sept/Oct.
Question 5.
34 out of 44 were in favour of a two day weekend with 10 happy with the current
arrangement.
Question 6.
Obviously provoked many comments/suggestions which were worth noting and are
listed in no priority order as follows:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.

Current weekend format is excellent.
No entertainment on Friday evening just suitable background music.
Introduction once again of Friday race evening.
More pre info regarding dress code and timings.
Music too loud which caused many to leave for the adjacent lounge room.
Could a comedian be booked on the Friday night?
Guest speaker to talk about the current state of the Corps.
Increase cost would deter many from coming with the current cost hard to
beat.
i. Breakfast room too small to accommodate today’s numbers.

j.

k.
l.
m.
n.
o.
p.
q.
r.

Remembering by name those who have died during the course of the
intervening two years to be read out during our Saturday evening address pre
dinner.
Liverpool is a great city to explore.
I like to meet up with old mates and this is the ideal format.
Name badges for all.
Stay with the Britannia Group but not at Liverpool.
Rotate between Liverpool, Coventry and Blackpool.
Could the weekend move to either Cardiff or Edinburgh.
Poor food, poor upkeep and overall state of hotel cleanliness needs to be
reviewed.
There is a need for a more disabled friendly hotel for our ageing membership.

Many of the comments ‘we’ have heard before with several voiced during the AGM
under ‘any other business’ i.e. name badges etc which were discussed and
unanimously dealt with. With regards to poor food, upkeep and cleanliness, I found
the Adelphi not wanting myself. It is and has always been, good for what you are
paying.
Overall the consensus I feel is one of unanimous satisfaction with the format and
chosen venue exemplified by many members when stating that ‘The Committee do a
wonderful job, well organised and well run’.
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From the
Editor
The future of armoured fighting
verhicles
General Dynamics announce that it will build the AJAX
(AFV) Armoured Fighting Vehicle in a factory site near
Merthyr Tydfil in South Wales. AJAX provides a stepchange in the Armoured Fighting Vehicle capability
being delivered to the British Army.The programme
includes six variants: AJAX, ARES, APOLLO, ATHENA,
ATLAS and ARGUS. Each AJAX variant will be a highlyagile, tracked, medium-weight armoured fighting
vehicle, providing British troops with state-of-the-art
best-in-class protection.
The vehicles are developed upon a highly-adaptable
and capable Common Base Platform, maximising
commonality in mobility, electronic architecture and
survivability that ensures the British Army has a family of
world-class platforms.Each AJAX platform variant has
extensive capabilities, including acoustic detectors, a
laser warning system, a local situational awareness
system, an electronic countermeasure system, a route
marking system, an advanced electronic architecture
and a high performance power pack.
The AJAX family of vehicles has growth inherently built
in. With an upper design limit of 42 tonnes of driveline
capability, scalable and open electronic architecture and
a modular armour system, it has enormous potential to
combat future threats and incorporate new technology
throughout the lifespan of the platform.As a result,
AJAX provides the kind of growth capability that the
user will need to face the uncertain challenges of Future
Force 2020 and beyond. AJAX will replace the less
capable CVR(T), providing broad utility throughout the
balanced Army 2020 force across all operations.
In September 2014, General Dynamics UK was awarded
£3.5 billion to deliver 589 AJAX platforms to the British
Army. In July 2015, it was awarded a further £390 million
contract to provide in-service support for the AJAX fleet
until 2024.In addition, the Company announced that it is
opening a new Armoured Fighting Vehicle Assembly,
Integration and Testing (AIT) facility in South Wales.
The AJAX programme was originally known as the
SCOUT Specialist Vehicle (SV) programme. It was
3 • Magazine Military Journal 2016

renamed at DSEI (Defence Systems & Equipment
International) exhibition on 15 September 2015.On 3
September 2014, General Dynamics UK was awarded
£3.5 billion to deliver 589 SCOUT SV platforms to the
British Army.

INVITATION TO WRITERS
We also invite all kind of writers to make contributes to
our new magazine. Military Journal features articles and
columns written by authority in a
compelling, accessible style,richly illustrated
with Photographs We are especially interested in related
subjects and writers that fall within Military Journal
above-stated purview. Currently, we would like to hear
from writers who are knowledgeable about the Cold War
Era and First-Second world war.
magazinearsenaal@yahoo.nl
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George Edward
Jones: LIFE IN THE
RAF: Part Five
8TH INSTALMENT
Navigation was what was called 'dead
reckoning' in other words you flew on a
compass bearing allowing for the
direction and speed of the wind. Leaving
the Shetlands you would fly using a
course adjusted by the wind given by
the 'met' oﬃce at the base. Then the
navigator would ask you to fly a three
course wind to obtain a triangle of
velocities which he worked out on his
'Dalton' computer. Not really a computer
but very useful all the same. To do this
you would alter course 60º to port for
two minutes then 90º to starboard for
two minutes then resume normal
course.
The navigator would look through a drift
sight fixed near him in the side of the
aircraft read oﬀ the drift on the three
diﬀerent courses and so find the wind. As
you can imagine navigation was a full time
job for eighteen hours ... no wonder we
had the best men who passed through the
5 • Magazine Military Journal 2016

navigation schools. At night flame
floats were deployed into the sea and
drift sights were taken on these.
Marine and bubble sextant were also
used, also radio bearing, sometimes
from German U Boat beacons at
Bergen and Stevanger in Norway.
The ante-submarine patrols were
normally carried out in an area
between Iceland and the Faroes called
the 'Moorings Area'. In a creeping line
ahead search westwards; if the
visibility was say 5 miles the lines of
search would be 10 miles apart. It was
started at a set point on the chart
given to us by the 'ops' room and
continued until taking in the time for
return to the base .... eighteen hours
were completed. Flying at all times just
below cloud level up to about 2,000ft,
so if it was rough the whole eighteen
hours was spent in rough air. Rarely
was the flight dead smooth.

Cooking facilities consisted of one electric
hot plate and a 'Clyde' Cooker which was
two primus stoves set in a metal box with
an oven in between, steak, mashed
potatoes and eggs were cooked. We had
two cooked meals plus chocolate and gum
for sustenance. During the flight the two
gunners in the blisters were on watch plus
a front gunner and the two pilots. Radar
was not used all the time unless the
visibility was bad.
Two homing pigeons were carried in
special containers ... these were fed and
watered by the crew during the flight. The
theory was that if forced down into the sea
for any reason a message was put on the
pigeons leg and hopefully if flew back to
the base with your position. Usually we
would release them after landing at Sullom
Voe to give them a little exercise.

Also carried were two dinghys which would blow up
automatically when put in the water out of the blisters.
Emergency rations and a special radio operated by hand
cranks to give the power using an aerial attached to a kite.
Never had to use them!. Coming back to baseI would
sometimes fly at sea level just to adjust after being at altitude.
After landing a dinghy would lead us in the mooring area
indicating which buoy we shoulduse. One had to come up to
the buoy into wind and to help slow down, out of each blister
a sea anchor or drogue was dropped. This was a large canvas
funnel shaped object tapering from say 2.5 feet to 9-10
inches. If they were dropped into the water too fast the
retaining rope would break and the drogue lost. In flat calm
conditions in order to slow down enough for the crew
members to pass a rope through the wire loop on the buoy it
was sometimes necessary to switch oﬀ the ignition of both
engines from the main switch in the cockpit. 'Blipping' the
engines. After mooring the aircraft we would all go ashore and
Captain, Navigator and Radio Operator would report to the
Operations Room to give details of the trip ... weather
conditions etc.
A large meal in the mess and then to bed. Oﬀ duty for 24
hours. As you can imagine after continuous flying for this
period you were warned not to have a bath for the very strong
possibility of going to sleep and waking up 10 to 12 hours
later freezing to death!. Dick Shaw and I shared a room and
after one trip I lay down on one of the beds and Dick sat in an
armchair. We woke up this way 12 hours later still in full flying
kit. The tiredness was such that it even aﬀected one's speech
almost as if alcohol was having a go at the brain. On one of
the early trips with S/L King we were diverted to the Faroe
Islands to Lake Vaarga. This lake was 110ft above sea level
and the approach from the sea was over a waterfall in a 'V'
shaped gap in the mountains. Then to land we turned and let
down at the same time about 45º to port. All this had to be
done at first attempt as the mountains started at the other end
of the lake. Take-oﬀ was in the opposite direction ignoring any
wind. Very exciting the first time!.
I had a very long trip with F/Lt Mountford an air sea
reserve looking for the crew of a flying fortress B17 which had
been shot down when attacking a sub. We missed the dinghy
by a few miles but they were found and our Wing Commander
Allington landed in the sea and picked the seven up. We did
just under 22 hours flying that day.
Also on a patrol with F/Lt Mountford we were on the way
home north of the Faroes flying about 50ft in sea fog. The
radar reported land eight miles away just oﬀ the starboard
bow then went out of action. We flew on and the fog suddenly
cleared and about four to five hundred yards ahead were the
mountains rearing up to 4,000ft. Panic stations immediately
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climbing to turn to the left and at about 300ft out of the fog.
This taught me a great respect for the Faroes and in the future
if we were not too sure of our position on the way home I
would climb up to 7,000ft and go over the top.
In June 1943 I started flying on operations 'in charge'. Sgt
Noble was second pilot. One trip we were diverted to
Reykavik in Iceland which brought back memories of my
earlier visit. At that time white bread was available there
because of the American Troops. At home it was greyish
brown. Cigarettes were 6d for 20 (2.5pence) and spirits were
about 25p a bottle so the aircraft was loaded for the return to
Sullom Voe. The endurance of the Catalina was approx 24
hours and with three over loaded tanks mid-ship the aircraft
range could be increased to over 30 hours. One aircraft did 32
hours checking on the pack ice north of Spitzbergen, for the
Russian Convoys. At Reykavik we carried out a minor
inspection on our aircraft changing all the sparking plugs .... a
total of 56. Working on platforms carried by us and attached
to the sides of the engines. All done over the water. Landed for
the third time at Lake Vaarga in the Faroes as bad fog stopped
us returning to base.
July 1943: I went on leave at the end of July flying to a
base called 'Wood haven' on the River Tay near Dundee. No
330 Squadron of Norwegians operated from there before
moving to Sullom Voe. Returning from leave we picked up an
aircraft at Greenock on the River Clyde to fly back four hours.
During September I had the only engine trouble experienced
on operational flying. One of the Stromberg injection
carburettors had a broken diaphragm so the fuel consumption
was double on that engine. We returned to base after 8
hours.Also in this month we started training with a Leigh light
which was a million candle power search-light mounted under
the right wing operated by the navigator looking through the
glass panel in the nose. He had two twist grip controls so the
light could be moved in any direction. The idea was to home in
on the sub by radar then at 200ft and one mile the light was
switched on. The navigator held the sub in the light and I
came down to 50ft and dropped the 6 depth charges. Half of
the cockpit windows on the right of the second pilot side were
blacked out with a special curtain so that I would not be
blinded if the light was shone into the cockpit. The training
was done by homing in on a R.A.F.. Rescue launch oﬀ the
coast of Lerwick. It certainly showed the value of good
instrument flying for it was very black when the light went out.

Convoy PQ17 assembles at Hvalfjord,
Iceland, June 1942. PQ17 was ordered to
scatter as the British Admiralty feared an
attack by the German battleship Tirpitz.

“Next installment
One problem associated with night flying and descending

were rubber sections on the leading edge of the wings about

to bomb at 50ft was knowing your exact height during the long

1.5"-2" wide and they pulsated intermittently so as to form an

hours of darkness at these latitudes. At dusk you came down

uneven surface and the ice would break oﬀ. Later on the Mark

to virtually sea level and set the altimeter then trust that the

IV Cats we had wing heaters by diverting the hot exhaust

pressure didn't drop too much to give a false height reading. An

gases. If it was -2ºC it was warm and -5ºC was cold and there

example was flying into Iceland where on one trip we were level

was no heat in the aircraft.

with the mountain top and by the coast the altimeter in the

When escorting a Russian Convoy north of the Faroes, the

cockpit was reading 1,500ft but the height of the mountain was

cloud base was 500ft, snowing and the wind 45 knots from the

2,500ft. The barometric pressure had increased considerably

N.E. Destroyers protecting the convoy were shipping water on

since leaving the base thus the altimeter was reading too low.

the bridge: this was one time we were glad to be in the air. I

Conversely if you fly into the area of low pressure the altimeter

often wondered if the chaps down below were glad to be on

will read too high and if you came down to 50ft the aircraft

something solid in such conditions.

would be a submarine. Later on we were given radio altimeters
which gave an accurate height reading up to 600ft.The weather
conditions were usually bad: always rough air and sometimes
icing on the wings which was counteracted by allowing it to
form and then switching on the de-icing 'boots'. These 'boots'

OCTOBER 1944
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On January 1st the squadron number

finally got ashore. The wind was about

changed to 210 and in April 1944 my

50mph and gusting over that. Every so

promotion to Flight Lieutenant confirmed.

often we were duty crew and this meant

One classic case must be related. We

that we refuelled the aircraft out on the

were coming home early as the weather

water from a small motorised tanker. It

near Iceland was terrible 77 knots wind

was a matter of honour that you put as

(88-89 mph) then south of the Faroes we

much fuel as possible into each tank, in

were diverted to Reykjavik. It was dark at

that by walking along the wing to raise the

March 1944: I started flying again in
March but went on leave again on 20 March
as the crew were due for leave. We returned

around 8pm we headed for Iceland with

tank that was being filled. Lots of wing ...

on 5th of April.

the distance from radar beacon on the

104ft.

southern tip of the Faroes being about 30
miles. After one hours’ flyingdistance from

At night if aircraft were expected back

the Faroes was about 5 miles so a rapid

I would go out with a large three engine

calculation by the navigator and a check

pinnace towing three small boats about

on the remaining fuel showed that with

8-1Oft long. Each boat has a 24 volt

this very strong wind against us we would

aircraft battery and a bulb on top of a six ft

never reach Iceland. We informed group

mast. The three were laid out and

headquarters by radio and were instructed

anchored in a line into the wind about

to fly down to the coast just oﬀ Aberdeen

1,200 ft long. To land at night you set the

and there await instructions. This we did,

aircraft at 70 knots which is 85mph and

the moon had now appeared but it was

adjusted the power so that on the rate of

very rough. From 2am to about 4am we

climb and descent dial the loss of height

flew up and down oﬀ Aberdeen then

was 200 ft per minute. Holding the aircraft

instructions to land at Inver Gordon as the

like this you landed on the right hand side

wind had abated. It seemed to us that the

of the three lights cutting power as you

wind had not abated very much by the

touched the water. This method of landing

time taken to reach Inver Gordon. There

was also used in daylight in conditions of

we flew around looking down in the

dead flat calm when it was virtually

moonlight at the white caps in the landing

impossible to judge your height above the

area. After about an hour a flare path

water. Sgt Noble left us to go to an

finally appeared. This consists of 3 small

operational training unit to pick up his own

wooden dinghies about 8-10ft in length,

crew and F/O Wickson joined as 2nd pilot.

mast about 6ft high, one light bulb on top

Other members of the crew had been

powered by batteries. These boats are

recommended for commissions by me.

towed out by a motor pinnace and lined

Keith Fraser, Paddy O'Toole and Eric

up into the wind spaced about 200-300ft

Carlson-Smith.

apart. To land you line the aircraft up at
500 ft, a speed of 70 knots and the power

December 1943: We continued with

on you descend at the rate of 200ft per

Leigh light patrols and convoy escorts

minute then cut the power as you make

until December and then went home on

contact with the water which is not seen

leave via Oban when I spent my 21st

by the pilot.

Birthday. Next day it was on to Pembroke

As I came into land the moon was in

Dock in South Wales.

and out with the clouds but enough light
to see the large waves so at about 30ft

January 1944: Returned to Sullom

closed the throttles, pulled the nose up

Voe on 4th of January and soon after

and did a night stalled landing. We virtually

contracted jaundice and spent 20 days in

stopped dead, shouts from the blisters as

the military hospital in Lerwick and then

the water came in over the top. Anyway

home on leave for about the same time

we survived. Then as it was so rough it

hitching a lift from Sullom on an old twin

took another 1.5 hours to taxi to the

engine Harrow (it was an early type

mooring-up buoy. There were a few harsh

bomber) now used for bringing supplies

words said to the Controller when we

from the mainland.
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To be continued issue Nr 3 June 2016

Kraftwerk
Nordwest KNW
Mannschaft Bunker The
Blockhaus at Eperlecques

This amazing complex is located
in the Foret d'Eperlecques
(Eperlecques Forest) about 5 km.
from Watten (A26 road Calais
Saint-O EIA), France. This
enormous bunker was
constructed by the Germans in
1943 to accommodate; V-2
reception and storage;
preparation or rockets for launch
in a sheltered and controlled
mannermouse; on-site
production of liquid oxygen; and
launch control with two firing
pads.

December 22,1942
On December 22, 1942, Hitler
ordered the construction of giant
bunkers for the launching of V-2s, the
first one to be started in Calais as a
matter of urgency. A special mission
Inspected the St. Omer area and
chose Eperlecques as the site for the
first bunker. In March of 1943,
Organization Todt engineers
Descended upon the Eperlecques
forest about five kilometers from the
9 • Magazine Military Journal 2016

town of Watten (Calais, Saint Omer),
France, to begin construction of the
first rocketlaunching enormous bunker.
Plans for the bunker had been drawn
up in January and February by experts
from both Peenemunde and
Organization Todt. This enormous
concrete bunker was to accommodate
V-2 reception and storage, preparation
or rockets for launch in a sheltered and
controlled mannermouse, on-site
production of liquid oxygen, and
launch control with two firing pads.
The project was code-named
Kraftwerk Nordwest (KNW).
After first looking at a few places
around Zouafques near Nordausques
in Particular, They Decided on the area
around Eperlecques. This location was
chosen for several at Reasons. For the
bunker to be logistically accessible
during construction, -and then
afterwards accessible for operational
supply, it had to be built close to the
Calais canal and a railway linking
Calais to Basle. There was a double
railway line linking Saint-Omer to
Calais and a navigable canal for large

barges. The site would be sheltered
somewhat, with the location being at the
foot of a forest That rose some 90 meters,
sloping away from England and just
inland enough to be out of range of naval
guns. The roads were excellent near
Watten and electrical supply was
available Because high-voltage power
lines were already in place in the area.
120,000 cubic meters of concrete would
be required, and the bunker would have
to be built in only four months. Inside the
bunker the Germans Intended to build a
factory to produce liquid oxygen, to avoid
losing oxygen through evaporation if it
were transported. An extensiveness
ventilation system was planned, zoals
anti-toxic gas filters where the fuels and
explosive warheads were to be stored.
There would be usefull lodging quarters
for 250 soldiers and a mulitude or antiaircraft batteries around the bunker.

A large transformer in Holques, near Watten Eperlecques was bootable to providence enough current for
the compressor to manufacture liquid oxygen.

V2 Assembled
The Germans would use four Heyland
compressors to manufacture liquid
oxygen, each one using the Claudets'
system or gas conversion to liquid.
They Intended To install five or thesis
compressors in the building. Each one
could produce 540 kg per hour. This
would allow the launching of rockets at
about a day. However the bunker was
built to launch a maximum of 36
rockets a day so the production of
liquid oxygen on the site itself would
not be enough. More liquid oxygen
wouldhave to be Transported to the
site to meet the 36 per day target.
V-2s were planned to be assembled in
the northern portion of the bunker. This
part of the site was accessed by two
normal railway tracks linked to the
track Calais Saint Omer. This was for
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the supply of rockets and materials.
Between thesis two tracks, big trucks
were to drive and park for access to
the bunker (this side of the building
has bone greatly damaged by the
bombardments but is still visible
today). To the south was the hall were
the V-2s were to be assembled and
checked, and the location of the five
compressors to produce liquid
oxygen. On this route taken by the
rockets, the forward gallerys were
where the V-2s were to be lifted up
vertically, then fueled and warheads
attached. Lastly, the detonators were
fixed in. The V-2s would then go
through the eighteen meters high by
pivoting (All which can still be seen
today). From there it would revolve 90
degrees and go towards the outside
of the building through Either of two
corridors. On the exterior pads firing
the rockets would have been

Launched toward England. No doors
were planned where the rocket would exit
the bunker. A perpendicular through
would be installed at the back of the
corridor, away frorn the gases, to minimise the blast or launching rockets.
Chicanes can be seen today on the side
walls of this corridor. This was was to
break the shock wave as the rocket was
being Launched.In late March,
thounsands or laborers and earthmoving
equipment on the firing site. This
construction site required an enormous
labor force. It consisted of 35,000, mostly
Frenchmen liable for The obligatory work
service (STO); ook Belgian, Dutch and
Russian prisoners (after the August 27,
1943 bombardments). The local
population Believes the structure is to be
an electric power station. The rate of
progress was amazing due to advanced
Mechanization That included excavators,
concrete plants and pumps, etc.
Laborers worked night and day during
12-hour shifts. The materials were
Transported by a narrow gauge railway
line to the site. The deadline of
completion was set for the end of
October 1943.

There was no local railroad to the bunker area originally. This railroad was ordered built on March 29,
1943. The length was 12 km and it was connected to the railroad Watten-Dunkerque-Lille.
Sophisticated concrete pumps allowed the concrete to be
sent directly from the mixer towards the various points of
construction. The fixed site was linked to the places where
the materials were unloaded by a two-way railway track.
Near the town of Watten workers unloaded the gravel, sand
and cement from the barges onto small trains-which were
going up and down the forest of Eperlecques 24-hours a
day. The railway traveled over a wooden bridge, through the
forest, to the place where the concrete mixers were
working. The concrete mixers Their supplies got through
the force of gravity, All which Helped speed the process. On
April 13, 1943, the Obertsleutnant Thom Accompanied by
Schmid from Organisation Todt, came to visit the
construction and fired a series of panoramic photos of the
works. Thesis on photos you can see the site with the
concrete mixers, the Decauville tracks with little steam
engines, All which were used to transport the materials for
the construction.

could be Launched for a've given supply or LOX. On March
3, 1943, a letter was written in-which the Germans were
planning production 23 compressor units, or five-which
would be at Watten. All 23 compressors together would have
had a capacity of 84,000 tons / yr., All which added to
Peenemunde production or LOX, wouldhave've given
102,000 tons / yr., Or a rate of fire of about nineteen V-2s per
day.

It would require 4.7 tons of liquid oxygen to launch one
rocket. The German specialists: estimated a loss rate of
one percent per hour due to evaporation in storage and
allowed for an additional five tons per rocket. This Indicated
projected a delay of more than four days between liquid
oxygen and rocket launching manufacture, All which
brought` the required amount to around 14.4 tons per
rocket. Hitler decreed fancifully That the bunker shouldering
start by firing 144 rockets each day. Therefore this schedule
would have required about 2,073 tons of liquid oxygen per
day. However, at the beginning of 1943, the total German
production, zoals liquid oxygen plants in the occupied
territories, would only allow for Approximately 200 tons per
day. On March 3, 1943, a letter was written in-which the
Germans were planning 23 production compressors, or
five-which would be at Watten. All 23 compressors together
would have had a capacity of 84,000 tons per year, All
which added to Peenemunde, wouldhave've given 102,000
tons per year, or a rate of fire of about 19 missiles per day.

The Defense Committee of the British War Cabinet Decided
the Allies must attack German rocket installations quickly.
Following the August 17, 1943, bombing mission against
Peenemunde, the RAF turned its attention to the French
coastline. The Germans had Proposed firing rockets against
cities in southwestern England as well as the large
population center of London. For the battering of London,
the Germans needed catapult installations for the V-1s and V
Either bunkers for fixed-2 operations or supply depots for
mobile operations in the Pas de Calais area. For the other
targets zoals Aldershot, Winchester, Plymouth, and
Southampton, the facilities would need to be located in
Normandy. It is unknown exactly how many launch sites
were planned, but It May have been as many as 40 to 50 V-2
sites and 60 to 100 V-1 sites, all in a wide semicircle from
Dunkirk to Cherbourg. The joint eﬀort by the Allies to counter
the German rocket threat was known as Operation
Crossbow. Given the perceived potential danger posed by
the V-weapons, the whole of RAF Bomber Command and an
appreciable number of heavy bomber units from America's
Eighth Air Force were now tasked with destroying the
German rocket sites. Almost half of all Allied
photoreconnaissance was now devoted to the rocket threat.

The October 1942 plan was for a bunker LOX plant (three
were planned: Wadding, Wizernes, Sottevast) to have six
compressors, each producing 540 kg / hr, or about 13 tons
every day, a total for all six compressors or 78 tons every
day. At the rate of 15 tons per missile, this would have been
enough for about five V-2s per bunker, per day. However, if
the missles were Launched from close proximity to the
bunkers, the 5 tons per missle allowance for evaporation
could have been Significantly reduced. This would translate
into an almost 50% Increase in the number of V-2s That
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When construction on the Blockhaus started, the locals
were more than certainement That it was an electric power
station tat was being built. Axis for the Authorities in London,
as the war archives show, the British did not know for a long
time for what real purpose of the construction was. Even the
Resistance does not Seem to have known the real aim of
this construction. It was Deemed to be a high priority target
However, since the Germans were obviously building it for a
"special purpose".

!

Eperlecques Blockhaus Today

Aerial view of the Eperlecques wood and the blockhaus
site (Google Earth)
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The site like it was when the Canadian forces took it
(Canadian Heritage)

!

May16
1943
On May 16, 1943, the first aerial
photographs of the Blockhaus at
Eperlecques had been taken by RAF
reconnaissance aircraft. As the RAF
planned its night raid on Peenemunde,
on photographic flights at Eperlecques
Showed That a number of rail lines and
huge underground bunkers were being
constructed near Watten. Intelligence
sources Reported That as many as
6,000 construction workers were seen
working at the site. The British War
Oﬃce Considered the building to be "of
a special nature" and had already
Decided to bomb the site. Subsequent
Allied photographs at the end of
August revealed construction workers
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were in the process of pouring thou
sands of cubic meters of concrete on
the site.On August 27, at the days after
the raid on Peenemunde, 187 Flying
Fortresses of the Eighth Army Air
Force, escorted by 147 P-47
Thunderbolts, attacked the bunker in
the late evening. After crossing the
coast, the B-17s were attacked by
German fighters, All which overtook
advantage of the lack of coordination
between the bombers. Despite the
deadly accurate antiaircraft fire and
attacks from German fighters, the
attack continued for about an hour with
a total of 366 bombs being dropped.
The 2,000-pound bombs devastated

the huge site, Especially the northern
section where large quantities of
concrete had just been poured, leaving
a hardened, twisted mass. At the time
of the attack, workers had completed
more than a third of the total
construction. Some of the forced
laborers died in the attack, while others
fired the opportunity to escape. During
the raid, the Americans Suﬀered the
loss of four B-17s, with 98 others being
damaged, alongwith one P-47 shot
down. Upon landing in England, the
crew of one B-17 Counted more than
200 flak holes in Their aircraft. The
American aircrews claimed 'a dozen
German fighters shot down. The
daylight attack of August 27, 1943, was
the first time the German V-weapon
sites had been targeted by the US
Eighth Air Force. For good measure,
from August 30 to September 7, the
complex was attacked four more times
in smaller raids using medium and
heavy bombers.

!

Loading the (Callboy) bombs

Oﬃcials from the Organization Todt
soon Deemed northern section resolve
irremediably. At the time, German
oﬃcials still Believed the Pas de
Calais area in northern France would
be the eventual launching area for V-2
rockets, and even if the bunker was
not used to prepare and fire rockets,
liquid oxygen would still be needed to
supply any potential mobile field
operations. During the months of
September and October, Organization
Todt Investigated the Blockhaus and
Decided to Complete the southern
portion of the bunker for
manufacturing liquid oxygen.One of
Todt's top engineers, Werner Flos, had
an idea to the ongoing construction
using a technique That would protect

14 • Magazine Military Journal 2016

the site from aerial bombardment
during construction. He Suggested
building the roof first and raising it up
from the ground. In November, the
southern portion was cleared and new
work started by pouring a concrete
roof five meters thick in sections. The
roof would be raised Gradually by
using a series of giant hydraulic jacks
and blocks. The exterior and interior
walls would be built underneath. This
roof would protect the construction
taking place below it. The strata of
each layer of concrete were cast, and
each time, the roof was raised to build
the outside wall. In this mannermouse
the building was raised to 28 meters.
Eventhough the new building was to
be a liquid oxygen production facility
only, features for the movement and
launching of rockets were still

incorporated in its new construction. This
Meant That the Germans might have held
out the possiblity of launching a limited
amount of rockets from the site.
By January of 1944 the construction was
completed on the liquid oxygen factory.
The Germans continued finishing the
inside and put in three compressors to
make liquid oxygen. The Allies had repaid
a technological battle to the 5-meter thick
roof. The 2,000-pound bombs were
having no eﬀect on the building, if not
destoying the rail and road networks.

!

The British had designed much heavier bombs zoals the

would cause violent mini-earthquakes each time They

"Tallboy," or earthquake-bombs, each weighing 12,000 pounds.

exploded. This Prompted the German engineers to remove the

The RAF Launched two attacks on the bunker at Eperlecques

liquid oxygen compressors for fear thatthey might explode

using the monstrous bombs. On June 19, 1944, 17 RAF

under Such conditions. On July 18, 1944, Hitler ordered the

Lancasters each dropped a single Tallboy bomb on the site,

abandonment of the bunker. In the end, the Crossbow bombing

and during the second attack on July 25, 1944, 15 more Tall

campaign, alongwith the swift advance of Allied armies across

Boys were dropped.Of the 32 bombs, only one actually hit the

northern France finally won the struggle against the Blockhaus

bunker. Falling on the northern lip of the roof, the gigantic

at Eperlecques.The Eperlecques site was captured by

bomb was only bookable slightly to pierce the shell of the roof.

Canadian troops on September 6, 1944, just a few days before

The Impact Caused Hardly any damage to the structure but the

the beginning of the mobile V-2 operations. In January of 1945,

building shook violently. The impact can still be seen, the crater

the Blockhaus again came under attack by American aircrews

made in the concrete roof was soon repared by the Germans,

testing new bombs.

the framing-which could still be seen When the site was
liberated by the Canadians. Another Tallboy bomb hit the
ground 27 meters from the south side, churning up the earth
and creating a voluminous crater (this amazing crater can still
be seen today in front of the Blockhaus, now a large
pounds).The huge bombs, though never piercing the bunker,

JANUARY 1944
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STRATEGIC
OPERATIONS.EIGHT AIR
FORCE: August 27,1943
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air
Force): VIII Bomber Command Mission
87: 224 B-17's are dispatched to the
German rocket-launching site con
struction at Watten, France; 187 hit the
target at 18:46 to 19:41 hours; They
claim 7-0-6 Luftwaffe aircraft; 4 B-17's
are redeemed, one is damaged beyond
repair and 98 damaged; casualties are
one KIA, 18 WIA and 32 MIA. The
escort mission Consists of 173 P-47s;
They claim 8-1-2 Luftwaffe aircraft; One
P-47 was lost and the pilot was listed
as MIA. This is the first of the Eighth Air
Force's missions against V-weapon
sites (later designated NOBALL targets)

"... On August 27, the target was Wadding. Our favorite B-17"
Iza Vailabie "was heavily damaged by deadly accurate antiaircraft fire and we barely made it back to England for an
emergency landing at a coastal RAF base. As we walked
around the aircraft checking damage, we Counted more than
200 flak holes, yet none of us were wounded. Tragically,
"Shangri-La-Lil 'flying nearby in our 360th formation fired a
direct hit and blew up. we saw only four parachutes ... "
On August 27, 1943. In the village of Penin, Augustin Flippe
watches as a B-17-which has left its formation is trailing bluish
smoke from the rear of the aircraft. The trail thickens and
Becomes black. The crewmen jump from the burning airplane
just before it explodes killing three still onboard. Other
witnesses of the catastrophe, Said The remnants fell towards
the town of Villers-Sir-Simon, alongwith seven parachutes. But
Augustin Flippe, who is only nine years old, turns back
homeward after the sad scene was described to him
The Boeing B-17, The Venus, belongs to the 508 Squadron of
the 351st Bomb Group of the 8th US Army Air Force. On That
Day of August 27, 22 Flying Fortresses take oﬀ from Great
Britain to attack the V-2 Blockhaus at Watten-Eperlecques.
After having crossed the coast, the B-17's are attacked by
German fighters, All which take advantage due to lack of
coordination of the allied bombers. Somehow this one B-17
gets separated and six Me-109s pounce on "The Venus". The
crew survivors landed in the direction of Hermaville. Slightly
wounded, four of them were stopped by the Germans. These
people were sent to a hospital in Arras, then shipped to prison
camps in Germany and Austria. If not for the intervention of
some brave local residents, the other three American airmen
would have fell to the same fate.
Some fifty years after the event, Mr. Flippe persuades the
French and American Governments to erect near Villers-SirSimon, a permanent marker paying homage to the men who
fought and died for freedom and the destruction of the
Blockhaus at Watten / Eperlecques.
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B17 The Venus and her Crew

Aerations of the Blockhaus at Eperlecques
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ANTIQUARIAN BOOKSHOP
YOU ARE MOST WELCOME FOR ANY ORDER

Please ask for our alphabetic catalog regarding our large collection of selected and antique
books in different languages.
Just apply for it by sending us an email or contact us by phone

PLEASE CONTACT
Antiquariaat Oskam
Amstellandlaan 64
1182 CE Amstelveen
Netherlands
E-mail: info@antiquariaatoskam.nl
Telefoon: + 31 (0)20 - 640 2575
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Readers of this magazine will have an automatic discount at any order by mentioning the code
word ARSENAL

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSHOP
HTTP://WWW.JOPIESWEBSHOP.NL

NIJMEEGS JOPIE
ARMY DUMP STORE SINCE 1953
GROTESTRAAT 13
6511 VB NIJMEGEN
NETHERLANDS
TEL. +31 (0)24 3225480
EMAIL INFO@NIJMEEGSJOPIE.NL

AT OUR (DUMP)STORE YOU ARE AT THE RIGHT ADDRESS
FOR FINDING SHORTS,OVERALLS,TROUSERS AND ALL
KINDS OF SHOEWEAR,VESTS,RE-INACTMENT STUFF ETC.
WE WILL NOT LET YOU DOWN. YOU TOO?
OVERSEAS ORDERS ARE WELCOME.
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KEOGH DINNER NIGHT
THURSDAY 5 MAY 2016
This event is open to all members of the Command and Staff Cadre, The Command & Staff
Cadre is made up of AMS Officers who are serving, or who have previously served, in staff
appointments or in command positions in field units, medical/dental centres and hospitals,
within Headquarters or within training establishments.
Consultant Advisors are also welcome
to attend.
The dinner will be held in the AMS Headquarter
2000hrs
Dress:

Cost:

Serving
Retired
Ladies
£40.00

Officers'

Mess Camberiey

Officers - Mess Kit
Officers - Black Tie (Decorations & Miniatures)
- Evening dress
(Inclusive of reception and wines at table)

Application to attend should be made on the form below. A remittance
RAMC Charity must accompany the application.
Closing date:

at 19:30hrs for

made payable to The

22nd April 2016

-----------------------------------------------..------X---KEOGH DINNER 2016
THURSDAY 5 MAY 2016

•
Events and Functions Co-ord
Regimental Headquarters
Army Medical Services
Slim Road CAMBERLEY
Surrey GU15 4NP

I hereby apply to attend and enclose my cheque for £40.00
Rank

",

,

"

Name (BLOCK CAPITALS)
Service Number,
Full Address

,.,

.. ,

No

Initials
,.,

,

,.,

"., .. ,.",.,

Contact Telephone
Email Address

,

,., .. ,
,.,

,.,

,

,.,.", .. ,.. """ .. """",
"",.,

,., .." .. " .. ,

in favour of The RAMC Charity.
,."

,.,.,

,

,.,

,.,

M/F

",.",.,

",.", .. ,., .. ,.,

"", .. ,

",

".,

,., ..,

"""",

" .. ,." .. ,.".,.""""""""""""",,.,.,.,

.. ,.. " .. " .. ,
" .. ,.,

,.. ,

",.,
,

",

".",

,.".

,
,.,

.

,",.,

,.. ,., .. ,',.,"""",

,',

.

..,',"",.

Dietary Request (Vegetarian/Allergies only)
If you are Vegetarian please state if you will eat fish,
Date
The Blue Book 2016

"

,

,',

, Signed ",.".,."

,.,

,"" ..,.,""",.,"",','".""".""

.. "
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FRIDAY 14 OCTOBER 2016
AMS 8ETIRED OFFICERS' LUNCHEON
The AMS Retired Officers' Luncheon will be held at the AMS Headquarter Officers' Mess,
Camberley at 1200hrs, for Retired Officers and their Guests.
Serving Officers are also welcome.
A Curry Buffet Lunch will be served at 1245hrs.
Cost per person £10.00
Application to attend should be made to Regimental Headquarters on the form below. A
remittance made payable to The RAMC Charity must accompany the application.
All members of the AMS are welcome; you are permitted to bring guests should you wish.
Closing date: 28 September 2016
CONFIRMATION OF YOUR BOOKING WILL BE SENT VIA EMAIL, PLEASE ENSURE YOU
INCLUDE YOUR FULL RETURN ADDRESS

~_..---_....----- ---------------------------------------------:--------------------------x---FRIDAY 14 OCTOBER 2016
AMS RETIRED OFFICERS' LUNCHEON
Events and Functions Co-ord
Regimental Headquarters RAMC
Army Medical Services
Slim Road CAMBERLEY
Surrey GU15 4NP
I enclose my cheque for £
RAMC Charity.

lunches at £10.00 per head, made payable to The

Name (BLOCK CAPITALS)

M/F

Please list names of those attending

Full Address

,.,

,

,

.

.

Email
Contact Telephone No

,

.
,

.

Dietary request (Vegetarianl Allergies only
(If you require a Vegetarian meal, please state if you eat fish.)

.

Date

.

The Blue Book 2016

Signed
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WEDNESDAY 27 APRIL 2016
RAMC CHARITY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The AGM of the RAMC Charity (a Company Umited by Guarantee) will be held at RAMC RHO
in Camberley at 1400 hrs on Wednesday 27 April 2016 at 1400 hrs.
This meeting is open to all serving and retired members of the RAMC and RAMC Association.
In the interest of security within the RMA Sandhurst, those wishing to attend this AGM are to
forward their names to the RHO RAMC by no later than Wednesday 25 April 2016. A fonm of
identity will be needed for access to the RMAS.
Costs must be borne by individuals attending .

.-_-_----------------------------_-----_-----------_---_---_---_------------------__
---_--x---ATTENDANCE
THE RAMC CHARITY AGM
WEDNESDAY 27 APRIL 2016

•

Events and Functions Co-ord
Regimental Headquarters RAMC
Army Medical Services
Slim Road CAMBERLEY
Surrey GU15 4NP
I I we will be attending the RAMC Charity AGM at RAMC RHO in Camberley on Wednesday
27 April 2016.
Rank I Status
Unit/Branch

Name

_

_

Name of other members also attending

M/F
_

_

_

_

.
..

Contact Telephone Number:

.

Email:

.

Closing date - Friday 15 April 2016.

The Blue Book 2016
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WEDNESDAY 11 MAY 2016
RAMC ANNUAL SERVICE AND ASSOCIATION AGM

The RAMC will be holding its annual Service at the National Memorial Arboretum, Alrewas on
Wednesday 11 May 2016. The Service will start at 11 OOhrs at the RAMC Memorial Grove. All
RAMC members; Regular, Reserves, Families and Friends may attend this service.
The Association AGM will commence at 1200 hrs in the marquee at the NMA and will be
followed by a buffet lunch. Places must be booked in advance.
Those wishing to attend the Service and AGM should apply to the RHQ RAMC by the closing
date.
Cost of the Buffet Lunch is £7.00 and cheques to be made payable to 'The RAMC Charity'.

,

..,;

Closing date: Friday 29 April 2016.

~-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~---WEDNESDAY 13 MAY 2016
RAMC ANNUAL SERVICE AND ASSOCIATION AGM

•

Events and Functions Co-ord
Regimental Headquarters RAMC
Army Medical Services
Slim Road CAMBERLEY
Surrey GU15 4NP
Please reserve
Cheque for £
Rank

Iunches at £7.00 per person.
in favour of 'The RAMC Charity' is enclosed.
Initials

M/F

Name (BLOCK CAPS

.

Names of others attending

.

Full Address

.

Contact Telephone No

.

Email:

.

Date

The Blue Book 2016

Signed

.
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THURSDAY 16 JUNE 2016
RAMC OFFICERS' ANNUAL DINNER & HULL GRUNDY LECTURE

The Hull Grundy lecture will be held in the AMS HQ Officers' Mess at 1830hrs.
Following the lecture, the RAMC Annual Dinner will be held at the RAMC Headquarter Officers'
Mess, Camberley at 1930hrs for 2000hrs. This is open to all Serving & Retired Officers Regular
or Volunteer who have served with the Corps.
Dress:

Serving Officers' & Retired Officers'
Ladies - Evening Dress

Cost:

£27.00
(Inclusive of reception

A remittance
Closing date:
')

,,

1

- Black Tie (Decorations

& Miniatures)

and wines at table)

made payable to The RAMC Charity must accompany

the application.

Friday 3 June 2016.

CONFIRMATION OF YOUR BOOKING WILL BE SENT VIA POST OR EMAIL,
PLEASE ENSURE YOU INCLUDE YOUR FULL RETURN A_DDRESS

~-----------------------------------------------------.--_.-------------_..--.--.---_.----x-·-,

THURSDAY 16 JUNE 2016
RAMC OFFICERS' ANNUAL DINNER
Events and Functions Co-ord
Regimental Headquarters RAMC
Army Medical Services
Slim Road CAMBERLEY
Surrey GU15 4NP
I hereby apply to attend and enclose my cheque for £27.00
Rank

Initials

Name (BLOCK CAPITALS)
Service Number

,

,

,

,

,

,.,

Full Address

Contact Telephone

No

,.,

,

,.,

Email
Dietary request (Vegetarian IAllergies only)
If you are vegetarian please state if you eat fish.
The Blue Book 2016

in favour of The RAMC Charity.
,
,

,.,

,.,

M/F
,.,

,

,

,

,

,

,.,.,

,

,

,.,

,

,

,.,

,

,

,

,.,.,

,.,

,

,.,

,

.
,

.

,.,

.

,
,., ..,
,.,.,

,
,
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SUNDAY 19 JUNE 2016
RAMC CORPS SUNDAY CHURCH SERVICE
To celebrate Corps weekend a Church Service and parade will be conducted on Sunday
19 June 2016. The service will be held at the Royal Garrison Church of All Saints Aldershot
commencing at 11 OOhrs. Please be seated by 10.45hrs.
This will be followed by a March past of Serving Personnel, Old Comrades and members of
the RAMC Association, with appropriate music being provided by the AMS M Band. The
service and March past will be followed by the RAMC Lunch.
All serving personnel

14

should wear Service/Noz

dress with accoutrements

(NO swords).

The Blue Book 2016

SUNDAY 19 JUNE 2016
RAMC LUNCHEON
ON CORPS SUNDAY
The RAMC Annual Luncheon for Regular, Serving and Reserve members of the RAMC,
members of the RAMC Association, Old Comrades and their guests will be held at the Princes
Hall, Aldershot following the RAMC Corps Day Church Service and March Past on Sunday 19
June 2016.
The cost for serving, retired and association members is free. Guests - £5.00 per head. Places
for the Annual Luncheon may be reserved by completing the form below which must be sent
to the RHO, with a cheque for guests made payable to 'The RAMC Charity'.
Closing date: Friday 3 June 20'16.
Tickets tor the Luncheon

will be sent out by post.

CONFIRMATION OF YOUR BOOKING WILL BE SENT VIA POST OR EMAIL, PLEASE
ENSURE YOU INCLUDE YOUR FULL RETURN ADDRESS

".,:_...-._-._.
. -.-_..-.--.._-_...-_.--._..- _.._...-.---..---.---------'----.--.---.. .x---SUNDAY 19 JUNE 2016
RAMC LUNCHEON
ON CORPS SUNDAY

•

Events and Functions Co-ord
Regimental Headquarters RAMC
HO Army Medical Services
Slim Road Camberley
GU'154NP
Please reserve

luncheons.

Rank
Name (BLOCK CAPITALS)
Names of guests attending

Full Address

o

at £5.00 per person

.

..

.

Contact Telephone
Association

M/F

Initials

Branch

No

.
.

Email:

.

The Blue Book 2016
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THURSDAY 6 OCTOBER 2016
RAMC DAVID BRUCE LECTURE & DINNER NIGHT
The David Bruce Lecture will be held in the AMS Headquarter Officers Mess at 1830hrs.
Whilst this event has been viewed as a Primary Healthcare event in the past, all disciplines
find it of interest. The guest speaker is always a distinguished healthcare figure.
Following the lecture, the dinner will be held in the RAMC Headquarter
Camberley at 1930hrs for 2000hrs
Dress:

Cost:

Serving Officers - Mess Kit
Retired Officers - Black Tie (Decorations
Ladies - Evening dress
£25.00 (Inclusive of reception

.

Mess

& Miniatures)

and wines at table)

Application to attend should be made on the form below. A remittance
RAMC Charity must accompany the application.
Closing date: Friday 22nd September

Officers'

will

made payable to The

2016.

CONFIRMATION OF YOUR BOOKING WILL BE SENT VIA POST OR EMAIL,
PLEASE ENSURE YOU INCLUDE YOUR FULL RETURN ADDRESS

i- -- - - -- - - - - - - - --- --- - - - - -- - - - - - - - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- - --- --- - -- - --- -- - - -- -- -- -- -- - - --- -

-x----

RAMC DAVID BRUCE LECTURE & DINNER NIGHT
THURSDAY 6 OCTOBER 2016
Events and Functions Co-ord
Regimental Headquarters RAMC
Army Medical Services
Slim Road CAMBERLEY, SurreyGU15

4NP

I hereby apply to attend and enclose my cheque for £............
Rank

Initials

Name (BLOCK CAPITALS)

in favour of The RAMC Charity.
M/F

:

.

Service Number

.

Full Address

.

Email

.

Contact Telephone

No

Dietary request (Vegetarian/Allergies only)
(If you require a Vegetarian meal, please state if you eat fish)
The Blue Book 2016
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SUNDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2016
REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE - WESTMINSTER ABBEY
A Service of Remembrance is to be held in Westminster Abbey at 1030hrs. Rep Col Comdt
will lay a wreath at the Books of Remembrance beneath the RAMC window in the Abbey at
1015hrs. Seating in the Abbey is limited; tickets are available only through the Regimental
Headquarters.
Dress for serving personnel is No.1 Dress Day Ceremonial, if in possession, or No.2 Dress.
No swords and No Headdress (males).
Full size medals and decorations should be worn by those entitled.
'Please enter your current address as this is essential for sending out tickets.
Closing date: Monday 24th October 2016.
CONFIRMATION OF YOUR BOOKING WILL BE SENT VIA POST OR EMAIL,
PLEASE ENSURE YOU INCLUDE YOUR FULL RETURN ADDRESS

--------------------------------------------------------.-------_..-.-------------...---.-X·-SUNDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2016
REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE - WESTMINSTER ABBEY

•

Events and Functions Co-ord
Regimental Headquarters RAMC
Headquarters Army Medical Services
Slim Road CAMBERLEY
Surrey GU15 4NP
I require

seats at Westminster Abbey.

Rank

Initials

Name (BLOCK CAPITALS)

..

Full Address (BLOCK CAPITALS)

Contact Telephone No

M/F

.

,

..

Email
Date

.
Signed

.

Closing date: Monday 24th October 2016.
The Blue Book 2016
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SUNDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2016
RAMC ASSOCIATION AT THE CENOTAPH PARADE
LONDON
The RAMC Association will be marching at The Annual Remembrance Sunday Parade at the
Cenotaph in London on Sunday 8 November 2015. As only 30 places are allocated to the
RAMC Association, tickets will be issued on a first come first served basis.
Association

members

Closing date: Thursday

should apply for tickets on the proforma

below.

6 October 2016

CONFIRMATION OF YOUR BOOKING WILL BE SENT VIA POST OR EMAIL,
PLEASE ENSURE YOU INCLUDE YOUR FULL RETURN ADDRESS
,

~-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------x- ---

,

SUNDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2016
ATTENDANCE
RAMC ASSOCIATION AT THE CENOTAPH PARADE IN LONDON
Return to:
Events and Functions
RHQ RAMC
Slim Road
Camberley
Surrey
GU154NP

Co-ord

I would like to request for one ticket for myself to march with the RAMC Association
contingent at the Remembrance Sunday parade at the Cenotaph in London on Sunday 13
November 2016.
Rank I Status

.

Name (BLOCK CAPITALS)

M/F

Unit! Branch

.

Full Address:

.

Contact Telephone

Number:

.

Email:
Closing Date: Thursday
The Blue Book 2016
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