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8th EDITION OF THE QUARTERLY
RAMC REUNITED NEWSLETTER
JANUARY 2022 TO MARCH 2022
Auld Lang Syne
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
and never brought to mind?
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
and auld lang syne*?
For auld lang syne, my jo,
for auld lang syne,
we'll tak' a cup o' kindness yet,
for auld lang syne.
And surely ye'll be your pint-stoup!
And surely I'll be mine!
And we'll tak' a cup o’ kindness yet,
for auld lang syne.
For auld lang syne, my jo,
for auld lang syne,
we'll tak' a cup o' kindness yet,
for auld lang syne.
We twa hae run about the braes,
and pou'd the gowans fine;
But we've wander'd mony a weary fit,
sin' auld lang syne.
For auld lang syne, my jo,
for auld lang syne,
we'll tak' a cup o' kindness yet,
for auld lang syne.
We twa hae paidl'd in the burn,
frae morning sun till dine;
But seas between us braid hae roar'd
sin' auld lang syne.
For auld lang syne, my jo,
for auld lang syne,
we'll tak' a cup o' kindness yet,
for auld lang syne.
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And there's a hand, my trusty fiere!
and gie's a hand o' thine!
And we'll tak' a right gude-willie waught,
for auld lang syne.
For auld lang syne, my jo,
for auld lang syne,
we'll tak' a cup o' kindness yet,
for auld lang syne.

Here is wishing you and your Families a Very Happy
& Prosperous New Year. To all those who lost a love
one during 2021, you are constantly in our thoughts
and prayers.

GET BOOSTED NOW
The Prime Minister has announced a huge ramping up of the COVID-19 booster
vaccination programme to protect us all from the Omicron variant. For further
information on this subject please click on the following link:
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/get-boostednow?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuknotifications&utm_source=f0acef68-fb54-4cd8-965044bcdb80204d&utm_content=weekly

AIR GUNNER ON BOARD SECRET WW2 FLIGHT INDENTIFIED AND
BURIED IN ALBANIA
On Wednesday 20 October 2021, on what would have been his 100th birthday,
Sergeant (Sgt) Peter Twiddy RAFVR, was finally laid to rest with military honours by
members of the Queen’s Colour Squadron, Royal Air Force during a service that was
organised by the MOD’s Joint Casualty and Compassionate Centre (JCCC), also
known as the ‘MOD War Detectives’. For more information on this subject please go
to the following link:
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/air-gunner-on-board-secret-ww2-flightidentified-and-buried-in-albania?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuknotifications&utm_source=f7244895-93f1-4922-91def4f94aa2abb3&utm_content=weekly
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TWO UNKNOWN SOLDIERS OF THE GREAT WAR HONOURED FOR
THEIR SACRIFICE
The Burial Service of two unknown
British soldiers who lost their lives during
World War One and were buried over a
century after their deaths, was held on
Tuesday 26 October 2021, at the
Commonwealth War Graves
Commission’s (CWGC) Perth Cemetery
(China Wall) near Ypres, Belgium. The
chaplain and members of 1st Battalion
The Royal Anglian Regiment were in
attendance at the Burial Service.

The service was organised by the MOD’s Joint Casualty and Compassionate Centre
(JCCC) Commemorations Team, also known as the ‘MOD War Detectives’.
The service was attended by representatives of The Royal Anglian Regiment who
were honoured to carry out this duty, although there was little evidence of these two
soldiers having any association with them.
Despite extensive research carried out by the JCCC, neither of these men could be
identified and they were buried as unknown soldiers of unknown regiments.
Louise Dorr, JCCC said:
“It is always incredibly sad when we have to bury British soldiers without being able
to return their names to them. Sadly, in this case, these two men were found with
nothing that gave us any clues as to who they might have been. Although we
couldn’t name them and tell their families, they have been buried with full military
honours from their Army family and the UK Ministry of Defence.”
The service was conducted by the Reverend Gary Birch CF, Chaplain to 1st
Battalion, The Royal Anglian Regiment.
The Reverend (Major) Gary Birch CF said:
“We choose names for our children carefully and many of us really don’t like it when
someone gets our name wrong. Therefore, when so many in this place, including the
two we lay to rest today, do not have a name, it is important that we gather to pay
our respects and honour them in this way, despite not knowing who they were”.
The graves and headstones of both soldiers were prepared by the CWGC who will
now care for them in perpetuity.
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Liz Woodfield, CWGC Director of External Relations, said:
“Although it has not been possible to identify these casualties by name, we are
honoured to lay them to rest alongside their comrades at the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission’s Perth Cemetery (China Wall). We proudly mark their graves,
ensuring that their service and sacrifice will not be forgotten.”

MEDAL RIBBONS HELP IDENTIFY GREAT WAR CASUALTY
Over 100 years after his
death, LCpl Robert Cook
of the Essex Regiment is
finally laid to rest. LCpl
Cook's coffin is lowered
into the ground.
On Wednesday 27
October, on what was the
Western Front just over a
century ago, 38-year-old
Lance Corporal (LCpl)
Robert Cook of 2nd
Battalion The Essex
Regiment, was finally laid
to rest with full military
honours in the presence of his family. The service was organised by the MOD’s Joint
Casualty and Compassionate Centre (JCCC), also known as the ‘MOD War
Detectives’ and was held at the Commonwealth War Graves Commission’s (CWGC)
New Irish Farm Cemetery, near Ypres in Belgium.
LCpl Robert Cook was born in Bishop Wilton in the East Riding of Yorkshire, on 6
June 1876 and was one of seven children. From his surviving family, his great
nephew Arthur Cook and his great niece Sally Cooper both attended as well as
members of C ‘Essex’ Company of 1st Battalion The Royal Anglian Regiment, who
supplied both the bearer and firing parties for the ceremony.
Rosie Barron, JCCC said:
“It has been a privilege to have worked with The Royal Anglian Regiment to organise
this burial service for LCpl Cook and to have buried him in the presence of his family.
“None of this would have been possible without the help of Maj (Ret’d) Peter
Williamson MBE and The Essex Regiment Museum, who painstakingly searched
their records ultimately leading to the identification of this casualty as LCpl Cook.”
LCpl Cook joined The Essex Regiment in November 1914 aged 38, and soon arrived
on the Western Front on 14 March 1915.
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Arthur Cook, great nephew of LCpl Cook said:
“It is absolutely amazing that someone who gave his life over a hundred years ago,
along with many thousands of others, should be remembered in such a way. He has
laid unidentified in an unmarked grave for over one hundred years, and we are now
able to commemorate him, remember his contribution to British history, and record
part of his story on a headstone for future generations to see.
“Our thanks go to the Reverend Gary Birch CF and all the members of the Royal
Anglian Regiment who have taken part in this service. The fact that members of
Robert Cook’s family are here in Ypres and able to finally lay him to rest in a marked
grave with the dignity and honour that he deserves is all due to the excellent
detective work of Rosie Barron of the MOD’s Joint Casualty and Compassionate
Centre who we cannot thank enough.”
Sally Cooper, great niece of LCpl Cook said:
“We are honoured to be able to attend the funeral of a member of the family who had
served his country in the three conflicts, and we would like the express our thanks to
Rosie whose efforts led to his identification.”
How LCpl Cook was identified
Between 2014 and 2015, 24 sets of remains were found during construction work at
what is believed to have been the site of Irish Farm Cemetery on the outskirts of
Ypres. Irish Farm was in use as a Regimental Aid Post in May 1915 at the time of
LCpl Cook’s death. It had previously been thought that after the Great War, the
graves in Irish Farm Cemetery had all been moved to New Irish Farm Cemetery, a
short distance away – 19 of these soldiers were buried in September 2017 with full
military honours (see JCCC gov.uk for further details). A further four soldiers were
buried in 2019 after further investigation by the JCCC.
The final set of remains were found with shoulder titles and a cap badge of The
Essex Regiment as well as a medal ribbon bar indicating that this soldier had
received the British South Africa Company Medal 1890-1897, the Queen’s South
Africa Medal 1899-1902 and the King’s South Africa Medal 1902. Based on the
location where these remains were found, it was believed this casualty likely
belonged to 2nd Battalion The Essex Regiment.
The battalion had arrived in the frontline close to Irish Farm on 30 April 1915 and
remained in the area until July. On 2 May 1915, the day of LCpl Cook’s death, the
battalion was attacked with gas, causing panic and confusion in the line. Gas was
first used by the Germans on 22 April 1915, and no protection against this new
weapon was yet in place. The enemy then attacked the line.
Too many casualties of 2nd Battalion The Essex Regiment were missing from during
this period to carry out DNA testing, so JCCC sought further assistance from Major
(Ret’d) Peter Williamson MBE at The Essex Regiment Museum in narrowing down
which of the missing soldiers may have received the three South Africa medals.
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Based on the medals found with his remains and information from the Essex
Regiment Museum archives, Peter was able to confirm that only LCpl Cook would
have done so.
Major (Ret’d) Peter Williamson MBE, from The Essex Regiment Museum said:
“Due to an improved quality photograph enabled the positive identification of the
medals which this soldier had earned, and that was the foundation for several
months of painstaking research to eliminate all but Lance Corporal Robert Cook.
“Like many who had emigrated to South Africa LCpl Cook had promptly answered
the call in 1914 and gave his life; it is incredibly satisfying that we are now able to lay
him properly to rest.”
The service was conducted by the Reverend (Major) Gary Birch CF, Chaplain to 1st
Battalion The Royal Anglian Regiment. The Reverend Birch said:
“I think it’s a beautiful time when someone who was lost is found. New family
connections are forged, and new relationships born. As we lay Lance Corporal Cook
finally to rest alongside his comrades in arms we pause to remember his legacy that
speaks from the grave that the peace for which they all fought must strengthen our
resolve to always strive for peace and reconciliation in our nations today without the
use of violence.”
The grave will now be marked by a headstone provided by the CWGC, who will care
for his final resting place in perpetuity.
Liz Woodfield, CWGC Director of External Relations, said:
“Lance Corporal Robert Cook had a remarkable life story and his experiences in
South Africa are reflected in the personal inscription his family have chosen to be
engraved on his CWGC headstone. His now lies alongside the men he fought and
died with during the First World War, in the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission’s New Irish Farm Cemetery. We remember his sacrifice and will care for
his grave and memory with dedication, in perpetuity.”
Background note:
After the death of his mother Rebecca Cook in 1878, LCpl Cook’s father James
Cook emigrated to South Africa along with five of his children. Their youngest child,
Francis, was left in the care of an aunt in the UK. Following their investigations, the
JCCC identified LCpl Cook’s great nephew, Arthur Cook, Francis Cook’s grandson,
who later agreed to conduct a DNA test. The DNA results, combined with the
research carried out by Peter Williamson, confirmed the remains belonged to LCpl
Cook.
Having travelled to South Africa as a young boy, LCpl Cook served with various
British Colonial regiments. On 29 December 1895, he took part in the Jameson Raid
as a Trooper with A Troop of The Mashonaland Mounted Police. In 1896, he
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qualified for the British South Africa Company’s Medal with ‘Rhodesia 1896’ reverse,
whilst serving with the Matabeleland Relief Force. Between 19 October 1899 and 19
November 1900, LCpl Cook served with The Bethune’s Mounted Infantry in the Boer
War, spending part of this time with The South African Light Horse. He was wounded
on 23 April 1901 at Boschmanskop whilst serving with French’s Scouts. For this
service, he was awarded the Queen’s South Africa Medal 1899-1902 and the King’s
South Africa Medal.
Our Past Cases

Details of some of the MOD War Detectives’ past cases can be found
below:
•
•
•
•
•

Royal Flying Corps Observer’s grave finally identifed
British soldiers killed during WW2 are honoured as they are laid to rest
Services held for 2 Welsh brothers in arms killed during the Great War
Grave of Royal Welsh Fusilier identified a century after his death in the
Great War
Family of World War 1 soldiers attend their relatives’ funeral a century after
they gave their lives.

WAR PENSION SCHEME: ALLOWANCE FOR LOWERED STANDARD OF
OCCUPATION
Allowance for Lowered Standard of Occupation (ALSO), paid under the War Pension
Scheme, is an extra allowance payable to eligible War Pensioners whose service
caused disability permanently prevents them from working in their regular occupation
or other work of a similar standard.
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/war-pension-scheme-allowance-for-lowered-standardof-occupation?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuknotifications&utm_source=882f539a-520e-4750-ad2622d25a76e093&utm_content=weekly

ARMED FORCES PENSION
Information related to the Armed Forces Pension Schemes.
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/pensions-and-compensation-forveterans?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuknotifications&utm_source=ce74eb6f-a114-4942-b549bf7d0561d846&utm_content=weekly
Published: 12 December 2012
Last updated: 22 December 2021
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SUPPORTING VETERANS IN OUR COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE
UNITED KINGDOM
The Association of Service Drop-In Centres (ASDIC) represents and links veterans’
Drop-Ins across the country. Sometimes called Hubs or Centres, Drop-Ins offer a
variety of welfare and mental health support, together with comradeship and a sense
of wellbeing, to the ex-military community and their families, and ASDIC helps them
to enhance the service they can provide and make them more accessible. It’s a
hugely successful concept that’s been evolving at least since the Falklands conflict
and has gained enormous momentum since the UK’s involvement in the Middle East
interventions in the decades since. Quite simply, it’s a movement led largely by
veterans for veterans – all Services, all ranks – in a huge number of locations across
the country, where those who have served can just, literally, drop-in and find
everything from friendship and free coffee to some serious professional and focused
advice and guidance.
“Our Mission”
Our mission is to maximise the sustainability, resilience, effectiveness, and
delivery of Drop-In Centres, and improve liaison with Breakfast Clubs, across
the United Kingdom to ensure that all vulnerable veterans receive swift and
empathetic support and that their needs are appreciated at higher levels.
There is now a large number of centres of all shapes and sizes, in big cities and
small towns, where the overriding wish to help our fellow veterans can take any
shape. ASDIC just exists to help all these centres keep in touch with one another,
promote mutual understanding, share problems, and try to ensure that the real
grass-roots picture of veterans on the ground is appreciated by the larger charities
and government. The first and most important message on this site is that ASDIC is
completely independent; it’s there both to help all those fantastic volunteers who are
doing such good work on the ground, and to make higher authorities appreciate
what’s really happening with our veteran community on the streets of this nation.
This website seeks to explain where the many Drop-In Centres are, how to get in
touch with them, and their details such as exact location and opening hours. There’s
no need to book or contact in advance – just turn up! The interactive map below
should help you find your nearest location, or alternatively, you can access the
Veterans Gateway.
ASDIC Centre leaders are all passionate about the services they offer and, if they
can’t help with your problem, they’ll know where to look. Welcome to this unique
community, which offers the very best of comradeship and support those veterans
know and value!

FORCES NET
The following articles are in the current editions of the former media outlet 'British
Forces Broadcasting Service'
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NIGHTFIGHTER X: THE ROYAL MARINES' NEW COUNTER-UAV
SYSTEM
Air defence troops from 30 Commando Royal Marines have been showing off their
new counter UAV (unmanned aerial vehicle) system – the NightFighter X – during
training in the deserts of California.
Royal Marines deployed with the Littoral Response Group (South) for training in the
deserts and even defeated their US Marine Corps (USMC) counterparts in a peeron-peer scenario.
https://www.forces.net/news/nightfighterx-royal-marines-new-counter-uavsystem?utm_source=Forces+Newsletter&utm_campaign=5ddc37bab9EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_11_05_05_51&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_25712
c5f6f-5ddc37bab9-441338400

UK MILITARY MUST BE 'IN THEATRE' OVERSEAS TO COMBAT
THREATS
The UK military needs to be "out in theatre" to combat modern-day threats, the
Defence Secretary has said.
During a visit to the Carrier Strike Group 21 mission, which has docked in Duqm in
Oman, Ben Wallace told Forces News he wants British personnel to "see the world",
with training set to be increased around the globe.
https://www.forces.net/news/uk-military-must-be-theatre-oversea-combat-threats

AIRCRAFT - NUMBER OF UK's F-35s GROWS AS THREE MORE
JETS JOIN FLEET
It takes Britain's total number of Lightning jets to 24, with 21 based in the UK and
three stationed in the US.
https://www.forces.net/news/uks-number-f-35s-grows-three-more-jets-join-fleet
WHEN THE FALKLANDS' GOVERNOR REFUSED TO SHAKE HANDS WITH
INVADING ARGENTINE
It was one of the defining moments of the Falklands war which made the then
Falkland Islands’ Governor Sir Rex Hunt a household name.
Sir Rex, remembered following his death in 2012 for his courage and dignity during
the 1982 conflict, displayed a final act of defiance after he was forced to surrender –
by refusing to shake the hand of Argentinian commander General Oswald Garcia.
Now the writer and director of the film 'An Ungentlemanly Act' - a title inspired by Sir
Rex and his actions during that moment - has told of his excitement after the film
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was restored and remastered for streaming in HD ahead of the 40th anniversary of
the Falklands War in April 2022.
https://www.forces.net/operations/falklands/when-falklands-governor-refused-shakehands-invadingargentine?utm_source=Forces+Newsletter&utm_campaign=5ddc37bab9EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_11_05_05_51&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_25712
c5f6f-5ddc37bab9-441338400

WHY DO WE WEAR POPPIES FOR REMEMBRANCE?
The poppy has been a symbol of sacrifice since the First World War.
https://www.forces.net/news/why-we-wear-poppies-remembrance-day

BONFIRE NIGHT CAN BE A DIFFICULT TIME OF YEAR FOR
MILITARY VETERANS
The sudden bangs and the smell of fireworks can trigger some former personnel to
relive traumatic events.
Military charity Help for Heroes says the vast majority of veterans they support who
suffer with mental health issues don't like fireworks – especially unplanned displays
in neighbours' gardens.
https://www.forces.net/news/how-fireworks-can-affect-veterans-and-what-you-cando-help

ROYAL MARINES HAVE COMPLETED DESERT EXERCISES IN CALIFORNIA
WITH AN INTENSIVE FIVE-DAY BATTLE
The British commandos have spent the last two months in the Mojave Desert
preparing for deployments next year as part of the newly formed Littoral Response
Group (South).
The conclusion of the exercises, known as Green Dagger, was five days of gruelling
warfighting which saw allied forces – from the US, Canada, United Arab Emirates,
the Netherlands and UK – join forces to take on a highly-equipped US Marine Corps
adversary.
https://www.forces.net/news/pictures-royal-marines-complete-mojave-desertexercises-intense-five-day
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PETER JACKSON'S MILITARY TREASURES: HOW TO WATCH OUR
NEW AND EXCLUSIVE DOCUMENTARY
We have taken an exclusive look at Oscar-winning filmmaker Peter Jackson's secret
passion – an astonishing collection of First World War memorabilia, including
warplanes built from original blueprints.
The Lord of the Rings director shows us around his warehouse of artefacts in New
Zealand, which also features uniforms and pieces of kit, and meet the teams who get
his aircraft flying.
We have also been given a special look at Peter's first-ever movie he shot as a child.
You can watch 'Peter Jackson's Military Treasures' on the Forces News YouTube
channel from 8 November at 18:00 UK time, and on Forces TV and BFBS Extra at
the same time.
https://www.forces.net/news/peter-jacksons-military-treasures-how-watch-our-newand-exclusivedocumentary?utm_source=Forces+Newsletter&utm_campaign=5ddc37bab9EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_11_05_05_51&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_25712
c5f6f-5ddc37bab9-441338400

HOW THE ROYAL MARINES BEGAN
Reading the following link will give readers an insight into how the Royal Marines
began. Initially, the marines were, from their start in October 1664, the Duke of York
and Albany’s Maritime Regiment.
In April 1755, they became His Majesty’s Marine Forces and came under the control
of the Admiralty. Then in 1802 they were rebranded ‘Royal’ Marines by King George
III.
The ‘commando’ part did not come until the Second World War.
https://www.forces.net/heritage/wwii/when-royal-marines-went-commando

THE FORCES NETWORK (CONTINUED)
Why not visit the following link and catch up on what is going on within the Navy,
Army and RAF?
https://www.forces.net/?utm_source=Forces+Newsletter&utm_campaign=afb8d7bc81EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_11_24_05_43&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_25712c5f6fafb8d7bc81-441338400

Here are some subject matters in the current edition of The Forces Network:
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PRIME MINISTER THANKS OP PITTING PERSONNEL AS THEY
MARCH THROUGH WESTMINSTER
The Prime Minister has praised UK military personnel that were deployed on
Operation Pitting - the mission to evacuate people from Afghanistan.
Boris Johnson was speaking as 120 members of the Armed Forces involved in the
evacuation mission paraded through Westminster to a parliamentary reception at the
Palace of Westminster.

HMS QUEEN ELIZABETH'S CSG21 DEPLOYMENT IN NUMBERS:
INCLUDING 2M EGGS AND 355,000 PINTS OF MILK
The aircraft carrier is on the return leg of her maiden deployment - here's an
alternative look at the mission.
Royal Navy flagship HMS Queen Elizabeth is on her journey back to the UK after six
months deployed leading the UK Carrier Strike Group.
The £3.2bn aircraft carrier has so far travelled more than 40,800 nautical miles.
Here's a look at HMS Queen Elizabeth's Carrier Strike Group 21 (CSG21)
deployment in numbers, from eggs eaten and milk drank to the flying distance of F35Bs.

GOVERNMENT DEFEATED IN LORDS VOTE OVER PART OF ITS
ARMED FORCES BILL
Peers have defeated the Government in backing a move aimed at ensuring troops
accused of the most serious offences are normally tried in a civilian court.
The House of Lords supported the presumption against such cases being dealt with
by the military justice system by 210 votes to 190, majority 20.
The change in the upper chamber to the Armed Forces Bill means service personnel
alleged to have committed in the UK the most severe crimes, such as murder, rape
and child abuse, would be dealt with in the civilian courts rather than a court martial,
unless authorised by the Attorney General on grounds of complexity.

"USING MEDICINE TO 'WIN HEARTS AND MINDS' - MEDICAL
CIVILIAN ASSISTANCE PROGRAMMES & PSYCHOLOGICAL
OPERATIONS IN THE US MILITARY
Introduction
The Twentieth century was fertile in experiences on the power of propaganda in war
context. From the First World War to the Spanish Civil War, the Second World War,
the Portuguese Colonial War, the Cold War, the war in Bosnia and the Gulf war,
there were several occasions where propaganda stood itself as one of the combat
arms.
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The First World War was the first conflict where the States realized the importance of
propaganda as an instrument of war, with unprecedented power. It then becomes
clear the importance and potential of graphic communication. From then on,
propaganda stated to be seen as an essential tool, capable to connect the battlefront
and the home front, a galvanizing instrument capable of making the populations
accept the “inevitability” of war and the sacrifices that occurred from there.
From now on propaganda appeared as a representation, often with pictorial
expression of the national identity in combat, extolling the virtues of national armies
and making evil representations of the enemy, presenting him in a dehumanized
form and instigating hatred between civilians and the military, while eliminating the
notion of guilt or responsibility of government leaders. Analysed through the eyes of
propaganda, wars always emerged as an inevitable consequence of civilizational
clashes: we fight for an ideal, we struggle for a common interest.
As the importance of home front grew in contemporary conflicts propaganda became
more and more sophisticated. Ministries were created to think and manage
propaganda, huge sums of capital were invested, and all mass media, developed in
the late nineteen hundred and in the first decades of the twentieth century, were
used by the States: press, radio, television, and film.
Propaganda represented the sacrifice of soldiers in war and praised the power of the
country. It has been around these images that all over the world entire populations
were mobilized on the expectation of victory. Through the static image of printed
posters or the newspaper news projected in cinemas all over the globe, governments
sought to promote a patriotic spirit, encouraging the effort of individual sacrifice by
sending a clear set of messages that directly appealed to the voluntary enlistment in
the armies, messages that explained the important of rationing essential goods, of
the intensification of food production or the purchase of war bonds, exacerbating
feelings, arousing emotions and projecting an image divided between the notion of
superiority and the idea of fear of the opponent.
From press, in the First World War, to radio in the World War II, to television and
cinema from the 1950s onwards, to the “real live” coverage of the Gulf War,
propaganda proved to be a weapon as deadly as those managed by soldiers in the
battlefield. That’s why it is essential to analyse and discuss the topic of War and
Propaganda in the Twentieth Century.
The conference, organized by the IHC and CEIS20, of the University of Coimbra,
was part of the Centennial Program of the Great War, organized by the IHC, and the
International Centennial Program coordinated by the Imperial War Museum in
London. It was held in Lisbon on the 11-12 th November 2013 and included papers
delivered by invited speakers and presentations submitted through a call for papers.

90 papers were presented during two days of intensive work. The presentations
were organized in the following sixteen thematic sessions:
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•
•
•
•
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•
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First World War, Propaganda, and the neutrals
Propaganda, exile, and emigration
Propaganda and Empire
Propaganda war relief and the dehumanization of the enemy
First World War: National experiences
Propaganda, Science and Cultural Diplomacy
Spanish Civil War
Press and Propaganda
Second World War I
Propaganda, History and Education
Second World War II
Art, Image and Propaganda
The Cold War
Visual Propaganda
The Portuguese Colonial War
Propaganda in the age of digital technology

This e-book includes a long and more detailed version of the abstracts of the papers
presented in each of these sections. The organizing committee would like to publicly
thank Cristina Luísa Sizifredo for the e-book’s design and organization. To the
authors, who accepted our challenge and immediately sent their papers to be
included in this digital publication, we would like to express our sincere gratitude.
This e-book is theirs.
There is a lot of late-night reading for those readers amongst you. For further
information on this article please click on the following link;
https://www.academia.edu/5233516/_Using_medicine_to_Win_Hearts_and_Minds_
Medical_Civilian_Assistance_Programs_Propaganda_and_Psychological_Operation
s_in_the_US_Military_?email_work_card=title

WORLD WAR II
Text and image sources, contributors put together by Barry Syl makes interesting
reading. The article can be perused by members going to the following link:
https://www.academia.edu/25286119/World_War_II

DECEMBER - 1941 - TWELVE - DAYS - THAT - BEGAN - A - WORLD
- WAR
Another late night of reading for you!!!
https://www.academia.edu/36376298/December_1941_Twelve_Days_that_Began_a
World_War_pdf?email_work_card=title
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SOLDIER MAGAZINE
Readers can obtain the October, November, and December editions of the Soldier
Magazine by clicking on the following links:
October Edition:
https://www.army.mod.uk/media/14587/2110-october-issue.pdf
November Edition:
https://www.army.mod.uk/media/14588/2111-november-issue.pdf
December Edition:
https://edition.pagesuite.com/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&pubi
d=1a92be17-44b0-4dd4-b740-89057cd9a275

ARMED FORCES PENSION SCHEME – QUARTERLY DIGEST
The November 2021 AFPS Quarterly Digest is appended to this Newsletter.

MEDICAL ART – THE DOCTOR
I would like to thank Derek Saunders for his latest article “Medical Art – The Doctor”
which is appended to this Newsletter for your perusal.

THE ROYAL VICTORIA COUNTRY PARK NEWSLETTER
Issues No 45 October 2021, 46 November 2021, 47 December 2021 of The Royal
Victoria Country Park (RVCP) Newsletter are attached to this edition of the RAMC
Reunited Newsletter.

RAMC REUNION - PALACE HOTEL BUXTON 2022
Jeff Pearson the current Chairman and Ray Gregson the Secretary of the RAMC
Reunited Reunion some time ago indicated that they will not continue in their
respective appointments following the 2022 Reunion and will resign. They have
asked for volunteers to come forward and fill these posts. Mick McCran will continue
as the Treasurer, if elected at the Biennial General Meeting at Buxton on Saturday
2nd April 2022.
Importantly this will be the last Reunion unless there are volunteers to form a
new Committee. Anyone interested should contact the outgoing Committee
soonest so planning for 2024 can start before the Biennial General Meeting at
Buxton on Saturday 2nd April 2022.
Please contact: mailto:ramcreunionbuxton2020@gmail.comor Tel 0780927363 (Jeff
Pearson) if you would like to be considered for the Chairman or the Secretary
appointment.
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Outside dates for the next RAMC Reunion are Thursday 31st March - Sunday 3rd
April 2022 with the Gala Dinner on Saturday 2nd April 2022.
The following are appended to this Newsletter:
•
•
•

Booking Proforma RAMC Reunion 2022.
Menu Choices.
Attached is a list of all those currently holding a live booking with the
Palace Hotel Buxton following on from the cancellations due to COVID:

EDITOR’S NOTE: The initial RAMC Reunited Reunion took place in November
2002 in Lincoln when 100 people attended. A Meeting was held at this Reunion and
a Committee formed which consisted of; The Chairman: Mac McHale,
Entertainments: Nobby Garbutt and Secretary and Treasurer: Mick McCran. The
Committee organised nine Biennial reunions, the last being in 2018 in Liverpool.
Mac and Mick decided that it needed an injection of new ideas as they feared that
the event would stagnate, and attendance figures drop. I am glad to see from the
figures attending the 2022 Reunion, that it is still a popular function for former Corps
members and their wives/partners, it cannot, be allowed to die.
I therefore implore you all, that we keep RAMC Reunited Reunion alive and, for the
sake of the late Mac McHale, and all the hard work that he put into the Reunions
over the years - we all have the skills and attributes to carry out either of these
appointments - and request that you put your name into the hat. Don't be shy.
Contact Jeff Pearson ASAP on the contact details above.
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ABSENT BRETHREN

A Stalwart of the Corps, Terry Reeves passed
away on 25th September 2021 in Frimley Park
Hospital.
His funeral service took place on Friday 29th October
2021 at 12:00 hours at the Royal Garrison Church
Aldershot, Farnborough Road,
Aldershot, Hampshire GU11 1Q, followed by
Terry’s body being interred in the Aldershot Military
Cemetery.
It was Terry’s wish that any donations be made to
SSAFA, Aldershot Branch. Donations can be sent
c/o A & W Goddard, Kent Road, Fleet, Hants
GU15 3AJ.
Following the burial service, a reception followed in
the Lismoyne Hotel, 45 Church Road, Fleet, GU51
4NE.

RIP TERRY
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FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE LATE WO1 (RETIRED)
MARK WHITTICK RAMC
Olive, the beloved wife of Mark Whittick has
informed me of the demise of her husband.
Mark who was admitted to Countess of
Chester Hospital, Chester suffering from
pneumonia and passed away at 22:40 hours
on Saturday 30th October 2021.
The Funeral Service will take place as
follows:
Date: 11th November 2021
Time: 10:40 hours
Venue: Blacon Crematorium and Chester
Cemetery, Blacon Avenue, Chester CH1 5BB
Family Flowers only. Former friends and
colleagues of Mark, should they wish to make
a donation to one of the following Charities:
Nightingale House Hospice Wrexham
(Cheques payable to: Nightingale House
Hospice)
OR
Claire House Children’s Hospice (Cheques
payable to Claire House Children’s Hospice).
Cheques to be forwarded to the Funeral Directors: John Knowles Funeral Services,
Charlotte James House, Chester Road, Broughton, Chester, H4 0DL
Please endorse the reverse of the cheque with Mark Whittick.
Dress: Family have requested, lounge suits. Corps tie welcome and mask. As Mark
was an avid fan of Manchester United, the family have requested that something red
is worn. (Suggestion; as it is the 11th of November, Armistice Day, a poppy would
suffice. Or, if you are a Manchester United fan, whatever. Strictly no uniforms or
medals.
Olive and her family following the Service at the Crematorium would like to invite
those attending the funeral service to Celebrate Mark’s life at The Little Owl, Nr.
Gawer Park, Chester, CH1 4DA. For catering purposes, would those attending the
wake please contact Olive by no later than the 8th November 2021 at
olliewobble@yahoo.co.uk

Wondershare
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THE LATE WOI (RETIRED) PETER (TAFF) MORGAN RAMC –
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS
Wendy the wife of Peter (Taff) Morgan has
informed me that her beloved husband aged 73
years peacefully passed away at home in
Fairwater, Cardiff with his family by his side
Adored husband of Wendy,
Much loved Dad to Adam and Nicci,
Father-in-law to Eve, a loving brother, brotherin-law, and Uncle. Sadly, missed by all who
knew him.
Funeral Date & Time: Thursday 23rd December
2021 at 11:00 am
Venue: Thornhill Cemetery And Cardiff
Crematorium, Thornhill Road, Cardiff, South
Glamorgan, United Kingdom, CF14 9UA
Strictly no flowers please. However, donations would be appreciated for The
National Autistic Society Cymru c/o the funeral home on the following link
https://www.obituariesonline.co.uk/funerals/obituary/mr-peter-morgan-taff-michael-gryan-son-&-daughters-ltd-cardiff or posted direct to The National Autistic Society
Cymru, 2nd Floor, Lancaster House, 106 Maes-y-Coed Road, Heath, Cardiff,
CF14 4HE
Taff’s funeral service is being live streamed. Those former friends and colleagues
who are unable to make it to his funeral and wish to join can do so from home details are shown below:
View A Webcast: https://www.obitus.com/
Peter Morgan, Thursday 11 November at 10:40 hours
Username: voti8117
Password: 734200
The Live Webcast will be available approx. 5 minutes before the start of the service.
It is available for 28 days after.
Following the Funeral Service, the family would like to invite those attending to
Celebrate Peter’s life at the Ffynnon Wen, Thornhill Road, Cardiff, CF14 9UA

Wondershare
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FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS OF MAJOR GENERAL (RETIRED) BILL
PRYN L/RAMC OBE QHS
Major General Bill Pryn passed away
peacefully on 8th November 2021. He will
be greatly missed by all who knew him, a
true gentleman.
His funeral arrangements took place:
DATE: Wednesday 15th December 2021
TIME: 1145 Hours
VENUE: Randalls Park Crematorium,
Randalls Road, Leatherhead, Surrey, KT22
0AG
Dress Code: bright colours welcome.
Family flowers only.
Donations if desired to Alzheimer's Society
can be made at the following
link, l2d.live/53d
Due to the pandemic, no cash or cheques please. If you are unable to attend the
funeral, you may watch the service live by going to the following web
address www.wesleymedia.co.uk/webcast-view and using the logon information
Login / Order ID: 667562 Password: rsvyfhrn

THE LATE SERGEANT COLIN "DOC" LIVINGSTONE RAMC
Sgt Colin Livingstone RAMC, often known as
“Doc”, passed away on Tuesday 12th October
2021, at his home in Bulgaria.
He had been ill for some years with Pulmonary
fibrosis and was on full time oxygen. He is Pete
Fennell’s brother-in-law, and it was us who
advised him to join the medics as a Hygiene
Assistant back in 1968 and, I think he served a
full career.
His cremation took place in Sophia.
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MEDICAL ART – THE DOCTOR
Whilst we enthusiastically applauded the NHS on Thursday evenings during the
worst of the COVID 19 pandemic lockdown, doctors, especially GPs, attracted praise
and scorn in unequal measure. As ever, the media chose to print a negative picture,
so it was mostly pessimistic articles that appeared on the front pages about GP
surgeries and face to face consultations.
History tells a similar story, but with illustrators and artists painting a more positive
picture. In this issue, we delve into the 19th century and the public image of the
Doctor through some famous paintings by established artists of the era.
You know the score by now, I will comment and consider fully just one image, and
make a few observations on the rest, leaving readers to cast a sharp eye with the
usual question, ‘what is going on in this picture?’

Above: The Doctor by Samuel Fildes (b1843 –d1927)
Sir Samuel Luke Fildes KCVO RA was a British painter and illustrator born in
Liverpool and trained at the South Kensington and Royal Academy Schools. He was
the grandson of the political activist Mary Fildes.
At the age of 17, Fildes became a student at the Warrington School of Art and later
moved to the South Kensington Art School where he met Hubert von Herkomer and
Frank Holl. All three men were influenced by the work of Frederick Walker, the leader
of the social realist movement in Britain.
1
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Fildes shared his grandmother's concern for the poor and in 1869 joined the staff of
The Graphic newspaper, an illustrated weekly begun and edited by the social reformer,
William Luson-Thomas. Fildes shared Thomas' belief in the power of visual images to
change public opinion on subjects such as poverty and injustice. Thomas hoped that
the images in The Graphic would result in individual acts of charity and collective social
action.
In 1949 Fildes' painting The Doctor (first exhibited in 1891) was used by the American
Medical Association in a campaign against a proposal for nationalised medical care
put forth by President Harry S. Truman. The image was used in posters and brochures
along with the slogan, "Keep Politics Out of this Picture" implying that involvement of
the government in medical care would negatively affect the quality of care. 65,000
posters of The Doctor were displayed, which helped to raise public scepticism for a
nationalised health care campaign.
It was a different story on this side of the Atlantic, of course, where our National Health
Service was created on 5th July 1948. But the subject of private and state healthcare
is seldom out of the news today. And in America, it is still a hot issue after Donald
Trump ditched the much vaunted ‘Obama Care’.
My Comments: This oil on canvas, is not actually a portrait of the doctor at the bedside
but was constructed in the studio using a ‘set’ and artists models. In it, the respectably
dressed ‘doctor’ anxiously scrutinizes the face of a sick child in a poor fisherman’s
cottage. In reality, a poor family such as this would not have been able to afford the
fees charged. The painting therefore exemplifies the public service ethos of the
professional man, which medical practitioners sought to claim in the late nineteenth
century.
Technically, it has all the hallmarks of an illustrator. He is selling an idea. The sick
child and the doctor illuminated by a lamp whilst the parents stand anxiously behind
the two chairs on which the child rests (no bed, obviously). There they are in the
background of a gloomy cottage, the father stood erect and worried. Indeed, you have
to search for the mother who is half hidden and weeping into her arms whilst sat at a
table by a small window. The light on the doctor’s head is strengthened by the dark
clothing and the pose is of concern and dedication.

2
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Above: Care of the Wounded at Cardiff Royal Infirmary 1916, by Margaret
Lyndsay Williams (b1888 – d1960)
Williams was born in Cardiff, the daughter of a shipbroker of Barry Docks. She
studied at Cardiff School of Art, winning a gold medal for art in 1904. In 1905 she
enrolled at the Pelham Street School of Painting in Kensington to prepare for
entering the Royal Academy in 1906. At the Royal Academy School, she won
several prizes including a gold medal in 1911 for her works. At the time she was the
youngest artist to win a gold medal and the first from Wales to do so.
At the outbreak of World War I, Williams wrote and lobbied David Lloyd George for
an appointment as an official war artist with the Welsh Division in France. Though
Lloyd-George thought it a good idea for the regiment to have an artist attached, he
would not allow a woman to go that close to the front line and refused her request.
She then organised an exhibition of her work in Cardiff to raise money for the Netley
Military Hospital, which led to her receiving a number of commissions for very large
works. These included Cardiff Royal Infirmary during the Great War painted in 1916
(pictured).
3
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Commissioned later to paint portraits of the British royal family, European royalty and
American presidents she became best known as a portrait painter. Her works
included painted portraits of Queen Alexandra, Queen Mary, Princess Margaret and
at least five portraits of the present Queen Elizabeth II.
She also painted President Warren Harding, Henry Ford and Field Marshal Slim and
although Williams gained considerable recognition and was famous in her lifetime,
her work has been neglected since.
My Comment: The light from the high windows reflected on the white bed sheets
illuminates the staff on the ward-round, especially the nurse at the head of the
soldier. How do we know he is a soldier? Well, the uniformed Medical Officer sat on
the bedside is obvious but note the cap hanging above the bed which is replicated
above each bed down the ward. Any guesses who the dark suited gentleman is?
Consultant perhaps?

Above: Passing the Doctor, by Ralph Hedley (b1848 –d1913)
Ralph Hedley was a realist painter, woodcarver and illustrator, best known for his
paintings portraying scenes of everyday life in the North-East of England. Born near

4
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Richmond, North Yorkshire, his parents later moved to Newcastle upon Tyne around
1850, probably on the wave of industrial opportunity.
Aged about 13, he was apprenticed to Thomas Tweedy in his carving workshops,
simultaneously studying art and design at the 'Government school' in Newcastle and
attending evening classes at the Life School under William Bell Scott. At the age of
14 he was awarded a bronze medal by government's Department of Art and
Science.
After concluding his apprenticeship, Hedley established a successful woodcarving
business, whilst also producing lithographs for the local press and taking every
opportunity to work as an artist.
Today, Hedley's paintings are appreciated for the record they provide of everyday life
in Tyneside in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Even at the time of Hedley's
death in June 1913, the Newcastle Daily Chronicle recognised the value of his work,
arguing that, "What Burns did for the peasantry of Scotland with his pen, Ralph
Hedley with his brush and palette had done for the Northumberland miner and
labouring man."
My Comments: Seven hopeful recruits prepare for inspection probably in the
Northumberland Fusiliers. The recruiting Sergeant, identified by the traditional
recruiters’ flower in his cap, hands a list to a Colour Sergeant of Fusiliers. (You can
just see a fusilier ‘bomb’ badge in the centre of his right epaulette).
The Medical Officer listens to the chest of a recruit through an early stethoscope
whilst the Corporal Medical Orderly, stood by the height measuring rod, holds a tape
measure to record the chest size. The Medical Officer wears the frock coat of the
time with the cherry red broad stripe down his trousers and his hat and cane rest on
a chair. An interesting scene, but the sleeping dog by the chair couldn’t care less.
When this painting was shown at the Royal Academy in London in 1897 a doctor
wrote in The Lancet saying, “with the exception of the fact that the doctor has his
stethoscope at an angle at which we are sure he could not hear anything, the picture
is good.”

5
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Above: Remnants of an Army by Elizabeth Southerden Thompson,
Lady Butler (b1846 – d1933)
Elizabeth Southerden Thompson, Lady Butler was a British painter, who specialised
in painting scenes from British military campaigns and battles, including the Crimean
War and the Napoleonic Wars. The Roll Call (purchased by Queen Victoria), The
Defence of Rorke's Drift, and perhaps her most famous, Scotland Forever! showing
the Scots Greys at Waterloo, are among her notable works.
This painting, better known as Remnants of an Army, exhibited at the Royal
Academy summer exhibition in 1879, an oil-on-canvas painting, it depicts William
Brydon, assistant surgeon in the Bengal Army, arriving at the gates of Jalalabad in
January 1842.
Supposedly, Brydon was initially thought to be the only survivor of the approximately
16,000 soldiers and camp followers from the 1842 retreat from Kabul in the First
Anglo-Afghan War and is shown toiling the last few miles to safety on an exhausted
and dying horse. A few other stragglers from the army arrived later, and larger
numbers were eventually released or rescued after spending time as captives of
Afghan forces.
My Comments: With Afghanistan and the latest withdrawal from Kabul in this 21st
Century, I thought it topical to include this particular doctor, who returned to
Afghanistan and later upon recovering from a head wound, resumed his duties as a
regimental surgeon with the "Army of Retribution" under General Pollock, which
briefly reoccupied Kabul in September 1842. He narrowly escaped death from an
enemy shell during this campaign.
At the time of the Sepoy Rebellion of 1857, Brydon was still serving as a surgeon of
the Bengal Army. Stationed in Lucknow along with his wife and children, Brydon
survived his second siege; that of the Lucknow residency (June – November 1857),
6
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in which he was badly wounded in the thigh. He was appointed a Companion of the
Order of the Bath (CB) in November 1858. His wife, Colina, published a memoir of
the siege.
Brydon died at his home Westfield near Nigg in Ross-shire on 20 March 1873, and is
buried in Rosemarkie churchyard alongside his brother-in-law, Donald MacIntyre VC.
In the picture, the walls of Jalalabad loom over a desolate plain and riders from the
garrison gallop from the gate to reach the solitary figure on an exhausted horse
bringing the first word of the fate of the "Army of Afghanistan".
Brydon, in his memoire, states that the horse died immediately upon being placed in
a safe stable in the garrison.
The cartoon (below) is from 2012 with the cartoonist paying homage to Lady Butler.

As ever, all of the images are online somewhere, and any search engine will guide
you to them. The Doctor Brydon image is worth checking out because it can be
enlarged without losing clarity which gives the viewer much more detail.

7
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Royal Vic News
V OL UN T E E R N E W SL E T T ER
Welcome to the October edition of the volunteer newsletter. Do you visit RVCP
with young family members? There have been a few changes to the play equipment.
Meet Daisy the Dragonfly, the newest addition to the Fairy Garden. Thank you to
Fairways for sponsoring her. Joining her is the wooden honeycomb shaped climbing
frame that has been relocated from the woods near Oak BBQ. The play jeep has also
found a new home in the kids play area.

The Park Shop

Halloween Events

This week the conservation group have helped to
empty the park shop ready for its refurbishment.
This is due to open with the cafe in the new year.

During October half term there are a variety of
fun kids activities, including a self-guided spooky
spider trail running all week.
Add a
Witch-tastic family
event on 26th October
and 27th October - flying
littlea bit
of body
lessons and
guided
storytext
trail based on
'Room On The Broom'. Booking essential

Social event
Thank you to all who were able to join us for our
volunteer cinema night, 'Singing in the Rain'.
Save the date.....we will be hosting a volunteer
coffee afternoon in the Chapel on Tuesday 30th
November.

28 October 2021, 11am to 3pm
Apple-tastic activities for all the family.
Join us for a day of apple pressing, tasting, archery
and crafts, outside the Chapel.

Chapel News
Just a reminder that as we are now in October the
Chapel (and shop) are now on
winter opening hours – so that’s
daily 10am-4pm for the RVCP
reception/shop and
Weds-Sun 10am-4pm for
the Chapel.

How to volunteer
To get involved at the Park email joanne.basham@hants.gov.uk or call 07784 263618 for an informal chat.

OCTOBER 2021

Friends of RVCP
Carol Concert
in the Chapel
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Conservation Group
Well done to the conservation group for the huge
tidy up at the park entrance, Sophie's Pond and the
beds next to the YMCA building.

It's that time of year again when plans are being
finalised for Christmas events. The Friends of the
Park are busy organising the Christmas Carol
Concert which we weren't able to hold last year.
We are delighted that the New Music Makers choir
will be joining us again and Alex Akhurst singing as
well as his Ensemble.
If you would like to be involved in assisting the
event we are looking for volunteers to undertake
some of the readings during the service and to help
put out the chairs and pack them away afterwards.
If you would like to be involved please email Trevor
on trevor@trevorolding.plus.com
Date: Saturday 11th December

How to volunteer
To get involved at the Park email joanne.basham@hants.gov.uk or call 07784 263618 for an informal chat.
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Royal Vic News
V OL UN T E E R N E W SL E T T ER
Welcome to the November edition of the volunteer newsletter.

We are pleased to say we have recorded

fantastic numbers this October. We welcomed 1769 visitors to the Chapel, largely due to the busy half term,
beating both our July and September visitor numbers! Thank you to all the volunteers who have been involved.

RVCP celebrates its first Investing in
Volunteers (IiV) award!
We are delighted to announce that Royal Victoria Country Park has achieved the Investing in Volunteers
Quality Standard in recognition of the excellent work carried out in partnership with volunteers.

Addinvolving
a
Investing in Volunteers (IiV) is the UK quality standard for all organisations
volunteers. RVCP was
assessed against six quality areas:
1. Vision for Volunteering
2. Planning for Volunteers

little bit of body text

3. Volunteer inclusion
4. Recruiting and welcoming volunteers
5. Supporting volunteers
6. Valuing and developing volunteers
The UKVF (Awarding Body) agreed that we excelled in each one, saying
that we “have demonstrated a real commitment to volunteering.”
We would like to take this opportunity to say a very big thank you to everyone involved in volunteering at
RVCP and to let you know how much we value the enormous contribution you make.
The report will be shared in due course and has useful suggestions for developments to our programme.
We would like to take a photo of as many volunteers as possible to share this news with the countryside
service and on our social media channels.
If you would like to be in the photo please come to The Chapel at 10am on Thursday 10th November.
How to volunteer
To get involved at the Park email joanne.basham@hants.gov.uk or call 07784 263618 for an informal chat.

NOVEMBER 2021
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Volunteer Coffee
Afternoon
Tuesday 30th November,
2pm - 4pm in The Chapel
Join us for refreshments, chat and an early mince
pie. Please let Jo know if you would like to attend so
we can cater for numbers and also any food
allergens.
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Apple Day
A big thank you to volunteers and Friends who
supported this year's Apple Day. Although blustery
it was a popular event with a wonderful
atmosphere. The stalls raised £215 in donations
and The 'Friends of RVCP' raised an amazing £160
selling their crafts for our new boardwalk project!
Well done everyone!

People's Choice Award
Some great news.....once again we are officially one of the country’s best parks.
'In a record-breaking year for the Green Flag Award, as the scheme marks its Silver Jubilee, Royal Victoria
Country Park is one of 2127 celebrating success today'. We also achieved the much coveted Green
Heritage Site Accreditation, supported by Historic England, for the management of its historic features.
Royal Victoria Country Park has been nominated for the Green Flag People’s Choice Award. You can now
recognise our park as one of the best loved in the world in the ‘People’s Choice Award’. Please vote for
RVCP by clicking on this link and hitting the ‘Vote for this site’ button. Click Here to Vote

Decorating the Chapel
Are you feeling festive? We will be decorating the
Chapel with swags of holy and ivy on Thursday 2nd
December, 10am - 1pm. Let Jo know if you would
like to join us and lend a hand.

Sneak Peak at the Cafe
The cafe project is
progressing well and is
set to open in the
new year! It has been
named
'The Cedar Rooms'.

How to volunteer
To get involved at the Park email joanne.basham@hants.gov.uk or call 07784 263618 for an informal chat.
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Royal Vic News
VO L UN TE E R NE W S LE T TE R
Welcome to the December edition of the volunteer newsletter.

We would like to thank you all for

volunteering with us during another uncertain year. We wish you and your loved ones a safe and healthy
Christmas and a happy New Year!

Chapel update
We’ve had nearly 10,000 visitors to the exhibitions since we reopened towards the end of
May – 9,688 according to the clicker counts! So we will hopefully hit 10,000 before the end of
the year, which is fantastic given the difficult circumstances. Well done to everyone who has
been involved in welcoming visitors and our group bookings.

Friends' Activities
We would like to say a massive thank you to the Friends
Group who have been working on fundraising for a new
recycled plastic boardwalk for the woods at the back of
Sophie's Pond.
Recent activity includes:

Add a
Conservation
Group

The Conservation Group have finished
clearing back the hedge at the Officers'
littlegarden
bit of body
text been hard at work
Mess
and have
pruning and tidying the RVCP Orchard
ready for the winter.

£186 raised through the raffle at the carol concert
A craft group stall in the Chapel
Owen has completed 12 heritage walks this year
and two private tower tours.
The park has recently received a donation of 80m of
boardwalk from another site which is a great start to
the project. If you have any fundraising ideas please get
in touch.

How to volunteer
To get involved at the Park email joanne.basham@hants.gov.uk or call 07784 263618 for an informal chat.

DECEMBER 2021

It's a Christmas cracker!
Why can't Christmas trees knit?
Because they lose their needles.
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Christmas opening
hours
Christmas opening times 2021:

A Festive Poem
Christmas comes but once a year and when it
does it's very dear.
The cut of cake and wine and figs; the holly,
mistletoe and sprigs.
The roast potatoes and turkey too; the mince pies
and such, what a to do.
Christmas comes but once a year,
So, we’ll raise a glass to our volunteers.
by Tim N

Update your information
Please contact us if your personal details or
medical information have changed since you
registered online as a volunteer.
Email any amendments to
joanne.basham@hants.gov.uk

New Inclusion Strategy
Hampshire County Council is committed to
ensuring that all people in Hampshire enjoy
being part of strong, inclusive communities, and
that it continues to be an inclusive employer
with a diverse workforce.
There is a revised Inclusion and Diversity
Strategy that was launched in September 2021.
You can review the aims in this 2 minute film on
YouTube by clicking here or reading the full
strategy here
www.hants.gov.uk/inclusionstrategy

The Park Grounds
Open as usual.

The Park Shop
Christmas Eve: Closing at 3pm
Christmas Day: Closed. Boxing Day: Closed.
From Monday 27th December: open as usual.
The Chapel
Christmas Eve: Closing at 3pm.
Closed up until New Year’s Day when re-opening
as usual.
The Chapel Kiosk
Christmas Eve: Closing at 3pm.
Christmas Day: closed.
Boxing Day: 10-3.30.
New Year’s Eve: 9.30 – 3.30.
New Year’s Day: 10 – 3.30.
Open as usual on all other days. Hours may
change at short notice, please check social media
before coming down.

Environmental Tip
Help the environment when planning your
garden next season - when buying plants look
for those in peat free compost.
The peat that is used to produce garden
compost is mainly derived from peat bogs. The
intensive mining of peat has adverse effects on
the climate, and destroys valuable ecosystems.

How to volunteer
To get involved at the Park email joanne.basham@hants.gov.uk or call 07784 263618 for an informal chat.
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RAMC Reunion - Palace Hotel Buxton
Outside dates for the next RAMC Reunion are Thursday 31st March - Sunday 3rd
April 2022 with the Gala Dinner on Saturday 2nd April.
Attached is a list of all those currently holding a live booking with the Palace Hotel
Buxton following on from the cancellations due to COVID:
•

If your name features on the list and details are correct you need to do nothing.

•

Should you still want to attend but amend your booking you should contact the Hotel
Staff by e-mail or telephone, details below.

•

Should you not wish to attend you should contact the Hotel Staff and ask for a refund
of your deposit. They will send you a proforma to complete (original payment card
details) and will then complete a refund. (You should not be required to do a
chargeback through your Bank/Credit Card).

•

If you originally booked to attend the Gala Dinner only and your name is not listed on
the live booking sheet; should you still wish to attend (or cancel) then you must
advise the Hotel direct and inform the Committee by e-mail or telephone

•

If your name does not appear on the list but you wish to attend you should complete
the booking form, also attached, and confirm your booking details direct to the Hotel.

•

Maximum attendance at the Gala Dinner is 250, places will be allocated first come
first served; there are currently a few places left. Please be aware that the Events
Team at the Hotel remain understaffed, and some patience may be required.

Importantly this will be the last Reunion unless there are volunteers
to form a new Committee. Anyone interested should contact the
outgoing Committee soonest so planning for 2024 can start before
the Biennial General Meeting.
The Committee
Contact details:
Hotel:
Haley.cowles@theelitevenueselection.co.uk or Tel 01298 22001 (Haley)
Committee: ramcreunionbuxton2020@gmail.com or Tel 0780927363 (Jeff Pearson)
Attachments:
1. Booking Proforma RAMC Reunion 2022.
2. Menu Choices.
3. Palace Hotel Buxton Live Booking List.
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RAMC Reunion Weekend
31st March – 3rd April 2022

Britannia Palace Hotel, Buxton

ACCOMMODATION BOOKING FORM
Dinner Only (Sat 2nd Apr)
1 Night B&B (Fri 1st or Sat 2nd Apr) + Dinner

Single/Twin/Double

@ £29.00 per person
@ £74.50 per person

2 Nights B&B (Fri 1st /Sat 2nd) + Dinner
night

Single/Twin/Double

@ £74.50 per person per

Extra Night Stay B&B (Thu 31st and/or Sun 3rd)
night+ +Dinner

Single/Twin/Double

@ £49.00 per person per

Room Type:
Double/Twin or
Single

Guests Name(s)

No of
Persons
in room

No. of Rooms

Date of Arrival

No. of Nights

Special Bedroom Requests/Mobility Issues:
Saturday Main Choice:
Insert No from attached
menu

Vegan

Vegetarian

Gluten
Free

Standard (no special
dietary requirements

Address Details
Address:

Postcode:
E – Mail:

Day Tel:
Mobile:

(please print):
The following section must be completed

A credit or debit card is needed to guarantee your booking.
A non-refundable deposit of £20.00 per person will be taken from your card at this stage.
You can pay in full by the 1st March 2022 (non-refundable if you cancel) by phone or pay on check-in (be prepared to queue)
All accounts must be settled in full on departure.

Payment enclosed by (please tick box):

Credit Card

Credit Card Type:

Debit Card
Name on the card:

Credit Card Number:

Expiry Date:

Card Security Number (last 3 digits on reverse of card)

Signature:

Date

Return the Completed Form to:
Events Team, Britannia Palace Hotel, Palace Road, Buxton SK17 6AG Or Call: Events Team on 01298 22001 (Haley)
Or Email to: Haley.cowles@theelitevenueselection.co.uk

Remove Watermark

RAMC Reunion 2022 Menu Selector

Standard Menu
Main
1. Roast Pork - Seasonal Stuffing - Apple Sauce
2. Beef Brisket - Parsnip Crisps - Red Wine Jus
3. Roast Breast of Chicken - Seasonal Stuffing and Chipolatas.
All served with chateau potatoes & panache of fresh market vegetables.

Special Diet Options
Vegan Main
1.
2.

Sweet Potato & Chia Curry
Teriyaki Peanut Butter Noodles

Vegetarian Main
1.
2.

Vegetable Wellington
Mushroom Risotto

Gluten Free Main
1.
2.

Beef Brisket - Parsnip Crisps - Red Wine Jus
Roast Breast of Chicken – Seasonal Stuffing and Chipolatas.

All served with chateau potatoes & panache of fresh market vegetables.
Please insert your menu choice (by number) on the booking form or inform the
Hotel Events Team if you book by phone on 01298 22001
(Starters and Dessert are fixed)
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Attendance List as at 10/12/2021
NAME
Steve Acres
Anne Aldred
Ian Armstrong
J Askins
Baker L/J
Alan & Rosemary Barton
Paul & Christine Baxter
Mr & Mrs Bedson
James Bell
Steven Bennett
Owen Bernard
Chris Best
Michael Bishop
Christopher Bonser
Frederik Bradley
B Brogan
Jim Bruce
Bullock, David
Carey/Redfern Christopher/John
James Carter
Andrew Charnick
Peter Cheesley
M & J Coates
Mr & Mrs Cooper
Trevor & Anne Cooper
Mike Craven
Steve & Rosemary Cuthbertson
Edward Dagg
Janet Davenport
Steven Dawkins
Dixie Dean
Diane Donnelly
James Duff
Mr Dunn
M Escott
Sian Evans
John Farrar- Hockley
Tony Ferrero
James Fletcher
R Foster
Garbutt

NUMBER
2
1
1
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
1
1
2
2
2
1
2
2
2
2
2
1
2
1
1
1
2
1
2
2
2
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David Gargett
Mrs Gaskin
Colin & Tracey Gidman
Chris Gregory
Ray Gregson
Michael Guest
Bryan Hair
Alan Harbour
Ronald & Jo Harley
Harry Harris
Kenneth Harris
Harrison Bob/Sheila
Trevel Henry
C & L Higham
Hillier
Mr & Mrs Holmes
Irving George
John Johnston
T Jones
Robert Jordan
Paul Kinlan
Ron Knuska
Robert Law
Lawrence Bob/Jan
David Leek
Steve Leonard
Mr & Mrs Lines
Kenneth Lloyd
Alistair & Leslie Macmillan
Maddock Derek
Martin, Patrick
Matthews Stuart
Edward McAllister
Mick & Gloria McCran + Norma
McHale
John & Katie McDonald
Jeff & Denise McGowan
Tom & Wendy Meade
David Micciche
Miller, Trevor (Dusty)
Graham & Patricia Mottley
James Muir
John Murray
Noel Nash

1
1
2
2
1
1
1
2
2
2
1
2
1
2
1
2
2
2
2
1
2
2
2
2
2
1
2
1
2
1
2
1
2
3
2
2
2
1
1
2
2
1
1
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David Natolie
Stephen Newbon
Bob Newell
Tom Norris
Gibbs/Norris
Richard Oglesby
Neville Park
Andrew Parrack
Jeff Pearson
Mr & Mrs Pentony
Frederick Pope
Alan Potter
Noel Price
Rosalind Price
Robert Pringle
Derek & Andrea Proudfoot
Ray & Mo Pullen
Doug Ralph
Karen & George Randall
Derek Saunders
Michael J Scully
John Shave
Graham Sheppard
Simpson, Mike
Trevor Smith
Pete & Lesley Starling
Peter Steadman
Christopher Steel
Peter Stobart
Bob Summers
Darren Sutton
Edward Sutton
Tagg/ Jones
Nick Tatlock
Molly Taylor
Tennuci, Brian and Fiona
Robert Ternent
Bill Thom
Nicholas Thresher
Chris Tong
Ray Turford
Philip Vandenberg
Ron Walker
Geoff Ward

1
1
1
1
2
1
2
1
1
2
1
2
2
1
1
2
2
1
2
1
1
2
1
2
1
2
1
2
1
2
2
2
2
1
1
2
2
2
2
1
1
2
2
1
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G P Webster
Arthur Whiston
Olive Whittick
Paul Whittick
Peter Whyte
Brian Williams
Ripton & Veronica Wilson
Susan & Stephen Woods
Ted Yeates
TOTAL

GALA Dinner Only:
John Wall x 2
Paul Crosthwaite x 1
Gary Walker x 2
Roy Martin x 2
Thomas Watson x 2

2
1
2
2
1
1
2
2
2
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