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ARMY MEDICS RECOGNISED FOR WORK WITH NHS

As their work on the NHS Nightingale ExCel Hospital comes to an end, 22 Field
Hospital had the honour to be presented with the NHS Make A Difference Award.
The team from 22 Field Hospital received the award at their Final Handover Meeting
with their NHS Partners, having worked since December to turn the ExCel Centre
back into a fully functioning hospital that started receiving patients this week.
Upon receipt of the award Lieutenant Colonel Peter Hale, Commanding Officer of 22
Field Hospital said ‘I am lost for words! I’m so proud of all the military and NHS staff
who have worked so hard together to make this possible.’

ART MUSINGS – DEREK SAUNDERS
Derek in the last edition of the newsletter had published “Goodbye Old Man” and he
kindly offered to continue with a similar type of article for future editions of the
Newsletter. Keeping it to military / medical subjects of art, there is no shortage of
subject matter.
The first of these ‘ART MUSINGS’ is appended to this newsletter.

ANSWERS TO EMOJI QUIZ IN 4TH EDITION OF QUARTERLY
NEWSLETTER

1.Ray-ban 2. Firefox 3. IKEA 4. Starbucks 5. Blackberry 6. Persil 7. Hello Kitty
8. Wetherspoons 9. Boots 10. IBM 11. Galaxy 12. Xbox 13. Facebook 14. BBC
15. Iceland 16. American Express 17. Greenpeace 18. Heineken 19. Dropbox
20. North Face 21. British Red Cross 22. Percy Pig 23. Carphone Warehouse
24. YouTube 25. Boeing
Shaun Bowdrey was the first reader to contact me on 2nd January 2021 with the
correct list of answers. Well done Shaun.

SOLDIER MAGAZINE – JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH 2021
ISSUES
Readers can view the January, February, and March editions of the Soldier
Magazine by going to the following links:
January:
https://edition.pagesuiteprofessional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=7a8dcc17
-48d8-4092-b577-272e5108abfd
February:
https://edition.pagesuiteprofessional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&pubid=1a92be1
7-44b0-4dd4-b740-89057cd9a275
March:
https://edition.pagesuiteprofessional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=57c29353
-b6d1-4af0-883d-16f070874cf9

ALLIED SPECIAL FORCES MERMORIAL GROVE

Mike Colton Secretary of the Friends of the Allied
Special Forces Memorial Grove has forwarded
the January 2021 Newsletter for our members to
read.
The Newsletter is appended to this Newsletter.

ROYAL VICTORIA COUNTRY PARK (ROYAL VIC VOLUNTEER
NEWSLETTER)

Jo Basham has sent the January and February 2021 volunteering newsletter for
Royal Victoria Country Park. They are appended to this Newsletter. We welcome
suggestions for articles, if you have anything for inclusion, including photos for the
next issue, please send it through to me.
To get involved at the Park potential volunteers please email
joanne.basham@hants.gov.uk or call 07784 263618 for an informal chat.
“NETLEY ABBEY MATTERS – VILLAGE AND ROYAL VICTORIA HOSPITAL”
Brenda Findlay the administrator for www.netleyabbeymatters.co.uk and
www.facebook.com/groups/388149082249067/ sent me an email, the contents are
appended below and gives an update to our readers on the above subject.
“Hello!
I hope you are safe and keeping well.
This email is going out to multi email addresses of folk with whom I’ve been in
contact either via my website or Facebook or have simply shown an interest in
Netley Village and/or Netley Hospital so sorry if it seems a tad impersonal. This is
the easiest way to "fill you all" in about what’s been happening with Facebook and
my website.
I’ve given up on my Facebook page and as it’s now “unpublished”, you shouldn’t be
able to find it, but I didn’t want you to think I’d given up in bringing the Oldest News
etc. I’ve created a new Facebook Group, still called Netley Abbey Matters which can
be found by following this link www.facebook.com/groups/388149082249067/
I’ve made it a Private Group, so you have to request to join it. The reason behind
this is because folk were trying to sell or promote their own products on it and that
was not its function. There are Group Rules in place which should prevent anyone
from doing that in future. You need to confirm on your Request that you agree to the
Rules; otherwise, I can’t approve. Hopefully, we can build up a great group of folks
interested in the past lives and times of the Village and Hospital.

My website - Netley Abbey Matters (link at the foot of this email) - now has 4
Chapters on my history of the Royal Victoria Military Hospital at Netley Netley Military Hospital Pre-1914
The Hospitals at Netley 1914 - 1918
Inter-War Years at Netley (1919 - 1938)
The Hospital in World War ll + Beyond (1939 - 1966)
I appreciate that the Psychiatric Hospital didn’t close its doors until 1978 but I’ve
chosen to stop when the main Hospital was demolished in 1966. This is mainly
because it is possible that many of the folk, I may mention during that time could still
be with us and I would need their permission first to display their names, but I have
no means to contact them unless I put their names on - a bit of a chicken and egg
situation and I just decided not to go there.
Last but by no means least, our database of the individuals who walked through the
corridors of Netley Hospital during its lifetime is growing daily. There are now just
under 11000 individuals identified but there are thousands more still to be found and
recorded. Please spread the word! I’ve given the database an official name - The
Netley Hospital Roll of Remembrance - a “hook” to hang it on when we're promoting
it via magazines, Heritage events etc.
As many of you may know, I stopped publishing the monthly Hospital Names Listings
Summary in November 2020. It was very time-consuming keeping it up to date just
for the website and the return on it was negligible. Generally, folk simply contact me
via the website enquiring about their relative. I check the database and if they are
listed, I email the info. If the relative is not there, I do some research and email my
findings. If I can prove the relative was at Netley Hospital, I add them to the
database. My research service is free of charge unless copy documents are
requested, then I simply ask for a one-off £5.00 minimum donation to be made to
The Alzheimer’s Society. The documents are transferred once I see a screenshot of
the receipt from the Society.
I am more than pleased to advise that the Museum of Military Medicine has agreed
to take over The Netley Hospital Roll of Remembrance database when I “shuffle off
my mortal coil”, but hopefully not for a long, long time! It is important to us that the
database remains accessible and free of charge to the public and the Museum has
agreed that this will remain the case. The Museum is currently moving from Keogh
Barracks, Aldershot to a custom-restored building down in Cardiff Bay, South
Wales. It’s a beautiful part of the country; I spent 15 happy years just “up” the road
in Mid-Glamorgan until I moved to Hampshire in 2009.
That’s it from me. I hope you will decide to join our Facebook Group and continue to
visit the website to see what’s new. I update it regularly. I still have heaps of Shared
Stories - both for the Village and the Hospital to add on to it.
Keep safe.
Regards

Brenda
www.netleyabbeymatters.co.uk
Why not join my new Facebook Group - Netley Abbey Matters
- www.facebook.com/groups/388149082249067/”

BARRIE DAVID – THE BROKEN BOND
I came across the following short story whilst reading one of the Medical Facebook
Groups – not all our readers use Facebook for reasons of their own choice – and on
reading this short story, felt that the Newsletter readers might find it an enjoyable
read.
I contacted the author Barrie David who granted me permission to publish ‘The
Broken Bond’.
The following is a short resume which Barrie produced for me.
“Following exceptionally traumatic events in my life leading up to 1970, as a
confidence building endeavour, I enlisted into a RCT TA unit, then tried to transfer to
a reservist Royal Marine Commando unit, who rejected me (due to me already being
in the army) but, sent me to 144 Para Field Ambulance. I was sent to Keogh
Barracks for medical training, and surviving P Company which was ruthlessly
conducted by instructors from 2 Para. I earned my wings in Abingdon in 1972 which
began four years of world travel and life experiences which, in view of my somewhat
pensive beginnings, occasionally defy belief. Relayed in considerable detail in my
book entitled - ‘Dormant Courage’. I have never lacked self-confidence for any
undertaking, whatever it may be, as I approach my 76th birthday.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Dormant-Courage-BarrieDavid/dp/0755202627/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=dormant+courage&qid=1612
027660&sr=8-1

Barrie has
written the three
eBooks shown
on the enclosed
flyer under the
pseudonym
Simon Titlark.
•
Rather
unusual
parachute
Descents.

•
In the
time it takes to
Blink

•
Mindset
of Fear

‘The Broken Bond…’
By
Barrie David
Barry - South Wales - January – 1992
Tom, a pensioner, and a former SAS soldier lives in a Flat below my wife Elly and I.
Lean and wiry, white bearded and a story to suit every occasion, his idea of a
homely meal is what he calls ‘Combat Curry’ served in British Army mess tins and
washed down with a large Whiskey. With me a former reservist Para in an Airborne
Medical Unit we get on well and swap endless yarns and experiences. Walking
downstairs for an evening with Tom, Elly and I are confronted by a group of children
who promptly ask if we want a dog. Before we can say anything a boy roughly twelve
years old opens his jacket and as if by magic produces a tiny trembling puppy.
Immediately lifting it into her arms Elly murmurs adoringly. “Oh Bar, isn’t he
gorgeous!” Jet black except for a thin white flash on his chest the puppy’s enormous
brown eyes dominate his small angelically rounded face and gaze contentedly up at
me when I stroke his plump hairless belly. By the time we knock on Tom's door the
children, explaining they need to find homes for several more pups, have left, but not
the dog. Both working, and with crotchety mostly elderly neighbours in the lower
Flats, having a dog is a non-starter. I’m thinking about Elly’s Brother, currently grief
stricken at the loss of his dog who will perhaps give this tiny whimpering waif a
home. Grinning with huge amusement when he sees the puppy, and placing down a
plate of milk, Tom defines it as being a probable mix of Doberman and Labrador.
Lapping the milk, and instantly ejecting it over his carpet, Tom, completely unruffled,
cleans up and comments a good name for him would be Dhobi, an Arab word
meaning ‘to clean’. At evening's end I carry ‘Dhobi’ up to our flat where we settle him
onto a blanket inside our laundry basket and give him a toy, a rag doll with a longpointed hat. While contentedly playing with it he suddenly looks up and stares
directly, almost questioningly at us. Elly is my second wife. After living together for
eight years we married in Gretna Green registry office. She’s beautiful, very trim, and
has raven black hair. With a Greek father and a Welsh mother, she’s one of the most
genuinely nice people anyone could wish to meet. Following a few moments of
absolute silence, we find ourselves smiling meaningfully at each other as we realize
whatever problems this cute little fella brings, he isn’t going anywhere. ‘Our boy’ as
we soon begin to call Dhobi, proves to be extremely intelligent and very quickly
learns from the decreasing amount of newspaper layering the floor to be animatedly
insistent about not soiling indoors. As the months pass and his rounded puppy
features square off to a strikingly perfect profile only nature could chisel, if dogs can
be termed handsome Dhobi is a head turning Movie Star. He’s unrelentingly devoted
to Elly, whose return from work every evening initiates a highly animated welcome
where his tail rotates like the rotors on a helicopter. You would think she’s been gone
for days instead of hours. By now our weekends become a magical round of sheer
endless pleasure as we walk countless miles around the coastlines of Barry, or the
countryside. Can I ever forget his first swim? With Elly restraining him on his lead, I
walk around the perimeter of a wide flooded meadow almost in the shadow of Saint

Fagan’s Castle. When I whistle and Elly releases him, he comes bounding after me
but instead of following my tracks around the rainwater lake plunges into it and
swims its entire width. Watching him pause to vigorously shake himself before
running toward me, when I scoop him into my arms and feel him nestling into me it
initiates a moment of pure elation and astonishing bonding. Sadly, in the following
months, and after a heart-rending battle with cancer, we lose Tom. Among those
who attend his funeral are serving and former soldiers, many wearing berets of
differing elite units. Tom, bless his golden heart, was a solid mate. We’ll all miss
him. As the years pass Elly and I slowly prosper, her with promotion in work and an
increase in salary, me with my small but thriving building business. We now sell the
Flat and purchase a Dormer bungalow whose internal décor is somewhere back in
the 1950’s yet has enormous development potential. Set in a semi-rural location with
a large rear garden I immediately utilise a sizable flat roof directly outside the dormer
bedroom window I replace with a set of double-glazed French doors. Adding a solid
floor and a balustrade to the roof we can step out onto a generous balcony with
panoramic views reaching to infinity across the stunningly beautiful Vale of
Glamorgan. What a life we now have compared to the urban confines of the Flat. In
the countryside immediately behind our garden wall we see the occasional fox,
squirrels, endless pheasants, and when sheep aren’t in the fields, hand feed potato
peelings and stale bread to cows we christen with such names as ‘Rosy’ and ‘Gutsy
Head’. On soft summer evenings, where the setting sun tints the vast horizon with a
golden orange glow of receding tranquillity the garden becomes the perfect backdrop
for a Barbie and knowing my way around a Harmonica serenade Elly with melodies
such as the evocative ‘Legend of the Glass Mountain’. In his idyllic setting, and the
unrelenting upgrade to the rest of the house, never does a screw go into wood or
plaster skimmed onto a wall where the ever-faithful Dhobi is not beside me.
Beginning to show a hint of facial grey, in his usual gentle demeanour he remains
unperturbed when we ‘adopt’ two kittens we name Millie and Fonzie. Millie is a feisty
long-haired tortoise shell whose fur is a striking rhapsody of shaded tans surrounded
by a brilliant white chest apron. Her enormous fluffy tail gives the impression she’s a
Davy Crockett hat with legs. Fonzie, a name borrowed from the character in the TV
series ‘Happy Days, is black and white and effortlessly lives up to his namesake. The
‘Fonz’ wouldn’t dream of moving simply because the hoover is approaching. For the
first few days Dhobi stares curiously at them but other than the occasional curious
sniff does absolutely nothing to intimidate them resulting to our amazement when
they begin following him like chicks behind a mother hen. I reckon our new
neighbours are somewhat amazed to see us walk to the small park at the end of the
street with a dog on a lead and two cats close behind. We’re a close-knit family.
Late summer – 2007
If there is one thing Dhobi hates, it’s going into kennels when Elly and I go on
holiday. The cats are seemingly indifferent but for him it’s like going to prison. We
have tried to avoid this annual trauma with expensive so-called foster carers, one of
whom he nipped because, as we later discovered, he was ill-treated. Inherently as
soft as a brush, especially with children and the cats, not unlike me Dhobi never
tolerates being bullied. Now, into our lives comes Rob, a young man who put the
gentle into gentleman and speaks with a broad West Wales accent. A free spirit with
razor-sharp wit who can passionately debate any subject you care to mention, Dhobi
goes ballistic every time he visits. Like me, Rob chooses his friends very carefully

and having done so, no helpful deed is too much. He immediately agrees when we
ask if he will stay at our home and mind our pets when we are away. No more prison
for Dhobi as we treat ourselves to a cruise around the Med on a liner named the
‘Thomson Spirit’. Boarding in Majorca and effortlessly fulfilling everything it
promises in the brochure the ship is fabulous as is the food, the spectacular evening
entertainment, and the attentively faultless crew. Before we know it Elly and I are
walking around the remains of Carthage, a vast empire expunged for daring to
challenge the might of Rome. Next comes Pompeii, a Roman city buried for
centuries after an eruption of Mount Vesuvius. In Barcelona, we are in speechless
awe as we visit and photograph the reconstruction of one of its larger Cathedrals via
the architectural genius of Antonio Gaudi. We then visit the sprawling coastline of
Nice and the enchanting Monaco, the second smallest independent country in the
world. Ville France must be the most romantically scenic place of all time where Elly
and I delight in losing ourselves in its seemingly endless warren of narrow side
streets and alleyways. When I present a signed copy of one of my books to the
ship’s Captain, he responds with the rare privilege of inviting us to watch our
departure from France from the bridge. We are enjoying ourselves immensely until
we berth in Livorno and Elly’s cell phone rings with a disturbing text from Rob to
contact him as a matter of urgency. Returning his call, he anxiously informs us Dhobi
has plummeted into severe ill health and has been rushed to the Vet. Immediately
phoning the Vet she explains Dhobi has lost three kilos, has chronic anaemia and his
liver is radically failing. She adds she will give him a blood transfusion from her own
dog but warns the situation is dire. Glancing at Elly who is pensively listening, I tell
her to spend anything, do anything, that we will jump ship and come home as soon
as possible. Ringing the reception desk, the ship's welfare officer, Lisa, comes to our
cabin and after we explain matters springs into very impressive action. In less than
an hour she returns to inform us everything is arranged. We will leave the ship later
that afternoon and stay the night in a waterfront Hotel. We will fly to Bristol the next
morning where she has arranged a hire car for us to drive to South Wales. Suddenly
vanquished is the carefree holiday atmosphere as we begin hastily packing our
suitcases. That evening, holding hands on the quayside, we watch as the ship, a
floating horizontal skyscraper bristling with lights and music, gives three long blasts
on its klaxon as it departs the incredibly bustling port of |Livorno. Walking dejectedly
back to our hotel a hauntingly emotive melody, ‘Harbour Lights’ from the John
Wayne Movie ‘The Long Voyage Home’ wafts continually through my mind. Next
comes the homeward journey, an endlessly frustrating series of hurry up and wait,
what we called in the Para’s – ‘smocks on – smocks off’, concluding with a speedy
sixty-mile drive from Bristol where we arrive at the Vet’s, our stomachs churning as
we sit with expectant dread in the waiting room. When the Vet appears, her grim
expression says it all. Informing us Dhobi is still alive but cautioning his appearance
has radically deteriorated, she leads us to a small back room where we see him lying
on a blanket in an open kennel. Never more than medium sized he’s incredibly
emaciated and a large area of hair has been shaved from his stomach and
hindquarters. The instant he sees us he gets slowly to his feet and plods toward us.
Kneeling either side of him, as we embrace him but see instantly the light has gone
out of his eyes, his tail tries valiantly to rotate but barely moves. As he nestles into
us, and Elly begins sobbing uncontrollably, I feel an inner surge of mammoth
heartache as I make moistened eye contact with the Vet. “Is there no hope?” I ask,
hearing tears in my voice. Slowly shaking her head, she replies. “He almost fifteen!
He’s extremely ill and very tired, surgery will do nothing…?” With professional,

consoling finality she adds. “You must let him go! We can do it now, or, if you prefer,
you can take him home and bring him back in the morning?”
“We’ll take him home!” Sobs Elly adamantly.
*

*

*

What a diamond Rob is. Even as I carry Dhobi into the house, he’s pulling our
suitcases out of the hire car. Gone is the joy of returning to the familiarity of our
home as he makes cups of tea and begins to define Dhobi’s rapid deterioration in
health. He then has the sound judgement to leave us. No amount of tempting food
will induce Dhobi to eat, instead, he continually drinks and inevitably vomits. When
he eventually falls asleep on the lounge carpet we sit and talk endlessly about the
years of joy he’s given us. It is a wretched, exceedingly long night.
*

*

*

Rob returns early the next morning. When I tell him where we intend to inter Dhobi
in our garden, a paved, sunny area near the garage, he simply nods and with typical
initiative begins excavating the paving stones. With Elly driving, I sit on the back
seat with Dhobi for what will be his final journey. What follows is unspeakable and
better left unsaid. Returning home and clenching our boy between us on the settee
we are inconsolable. Much later, after bandaging Dhobi’s eyes, which are wide open,
in dismal rainfall we lay him to rest and place his favourite toys around him. After
Rob leaves our home is dominated with oppressive despairing emptiness something
massive is missing, that at any moment Dhobi will appear to snatch up the mail and
fetch it to us. Incredibly, Millie and Fonzie, clearly subdued, sit beside each other,
and appear lost. When we talk things over, reasoning there could never be another
Dhobi, we agree never to have another dog. Being still on holiday with five day’s
remaining before returning to work, we unpack, clean the house from top to bottom
and sweep up the countless leaves deposited from the tree in our back-garden tree.
With little else to do, and events begin taking their toll on the usual easy-going way
that defines us, I drive into town to give both of us some space and run into my mate
Mike who’s genuinely sympathetic when I tell him about Dhobi. In his time Mike, now
approaching his sixties, had an awesome reputation as a street fighter and has a
face etched with the mileage to prove it. A man of few words, his advice, to
immediately get another dog, especially the way Elly feels, is a nonstarter, however,
when I pause outside a Newsagents and read a postcard advert stating - For sale Beautiful black Labrador pup - Fifteen weeks old - Male’, on an impulse I ring the
number but get no answer. Following a cup of tea in a café I try again but still get no
answer. That evening when I mention the advert Elly is unyielding. On Monday
afternoon, after pricing a job close to a dog shelter, I called in and witnessed the
incessant barking of dozens of dogs clawing the wire of their cages as they beseech
me to take them home. Returning to my van thoroughly disheartened as I dwell on all
that love gone to waste, I suddenly remember the postcard advert and reach for my
cell phone. When a man answers and confirms the dog is still for sale, within the
hour, and my heart very much leading my head, I’m knocking on his front door. The
guy who opens it is middle aged and extremely polite. Leading me through the house
to a tiny rear garden two dogs instantly run toward me, one is black and white and
clearly elderly, the other is a boisterous Labrador puppy whose coal black coat
shimmers like brushed satin. Appearing to be genuinely happy to see me, my first

impression is his vibrant alertness and the immense intelligence in his eyes, my
second is his classic Labrador features. Sensing the man weighing me up, obviously
more concerned the dog will go to a good home rather than the price of a hundred
pounds, when I say I only have sixty on me, before I say I will go to a cashpoint
machine he smiles, tells me the dog’s name is Bill and offers his hand. Driving home,
constantly fending Bill off as he attempts to climb from the passenger seat onto my
lap, I reverse onto our drive and hoist him out of my van to see Elly opening the front
door staring incredulously at us. Casually handing the puppy to her I grin my biggest
grin saying. “Meet Bill! He’s looking for a Mam and Dad?” Having clocked up twentyseven years together I’m a hundred per cent certain what will happen next and sure
enough in the same moment Elly eases Bill into her arms I see her despairing
expression vanish as she comments. “I knew you would do this!” Walking into the
lounge Millie and Fonzie glimpse our new family member and rapidly head for the
sanctuary of the bedroom. Their trepidation soon fades. Watching Elly carry Bill to
the settee, her eyes moist as she settles him on her lap, I leave them to get to know
each other and walk out to our recycling bin for a handful of newspapers to layer the
floor. We’re back where we were fifteen years earlier and for the first time since the
cell phone rang on board that Cruise Liner, I feel all is well, that the broken bond and
the broken hearts that go with it are well on their way to being mended.
*
*
*
Ten months later - July 2008…
Elly and I return from holiday. As a grinning Rob welcomes us home to a boiling
kettle and the assurance all is well, our cats, well on the way to being feline
pensioners, barely move when Bill, now fully grown, comes rushing in from the
garden and with scant regard to anything except our sudden appearance begins
frantically racing around the lounge. When we finally calm him down it is with
immense pleasure Elly and I make lingering eye contact and smile knowingly when
we glimpse how his tail rotates exactly like the rotors on a helicopter…
Rewritten and updated from a short story I wrote as a closing addition to my second
book entitled - ‘Movie Idea’.
Barrie David - January 2021
Footnote:
We had Bill for twelve years, Millie for fifteen, and Fonzie for an
amazing twenty years. He recently slipped away lying between us as we slept. Due
entirely to the endless love they each gave for so little in return, we both look forward
to starting a new family…

This is Molly the Dolly - our new
family member...

THE FORMER DEFENCE MEDICAL EQUIPMENT DEPOT
The following was published in the planning and building control today (pbctoday)
on 16th April 2020 that Lovell Partnerships and Homes England have agreed deals
worth £140m, to deliver 500 new homes on two former Ministry of Defence (MoD)
sites in Yorkshire and Wiltshire. The former Defence Medical Equipment Depot
(DMED) in Ludgershall near Andover, Wiltshire will provide a mix of open market and
affordable homes.
DEFENCE MEDICAL EQUPIMENT DEPOT SITE
A £100 MILLION deal to provide
more than 400 new homes on a
Ministry of Defence site on the
former Defence Medical Equipment
Depot Ludgershall has been
agreed.
Developer Lovell Partnerships and
Homes England will work together
to provide a mix of affordable and
open market homes on the former
Defence Medical Equipment Depot
(DMED) in Ludgershall.
Plans for the Drummond Park redevelopment were first lodged 10 years ago but
planning permission was only granted last year.
The scheme, which has a gross development value of £107,515,719, will deliver 413
homes, 25 per cent of which will be affordable, the developer said.
Work on the project will begin in June next year and will take approximately six years
to complete. James Duffett, Regional Managing Director for Lovell South Wales and
South West said: “This site will provide much needed homes for the community
along with jobs and investment. “We would like to thank Homes England for the work
done to ensure that we were able to purchase the site quickly, enabling us to get
started on the planning process.”
Lovell is part of UK construction and regeneration group, Morgan Sindall Group, with
revenue of £3.1bn, which operates through six divisions of construction &
infrastructure, fit out, property services, partnership housing, urban regeneration, and
investments.
Drummond Park Masterplan, Ludgershall, Wiltshire
Defence Medical Equipment Depot, Ludgershall August 2014 – Photographs taken
of a very derelict DMED.

84 Medical Supply Squadron is a Squadron of the British Army's Royal Logistic
Corps. It is currently attached to 9 Regiment RLC and provides medical supply to the
British Armed Forces when deployed on operations around the world.
To this day 84 Medical Supply Squadron is still one of the most operationally
deployed squadrons in the British Army and is the only one providing medical supply
year-round to all three services in theatre.
Peter Grant a former Medical Storeman who worked in numerous Medical Stores
within Military Hospitals as well as DMEDs Ludgershall and BAOR is working on
compiling a short history on DMED and medical supply throughout the years.
He sees it being set into two parts. Part One will cover the factual, historical facts
about DMEDs, AMEDs, CMEDs etc, and Part Two will cover stories of characters
and their exploits. To this end, Peter would like to receive any stories from exmilitary and civilian members who served within the Medical Stores environment.
Any contributions would be greatly received by Peter. Please forward them onto
peter.d.grant@hotmail.com or ring 07796 274677

VETERANS' UK
About us
We provide free support for veterans and their families, including a helpline,
Veterans Welfare Service, Defence Transition Services, and injury/bereavement
compensation scheme payments.
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/veteransuk/about?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuknotifications&utm_source=d5e18380-a064-4d26-a2065d69f272c25f&utm_content=weekly

PUBLIC SERVICE PENSION SCHEMES CONSULTATION CHANGES
TO THE TRANSITIONAL ARRANGEMENTS TO THE 2015 SCHEMES
Published 16 July 2020
Last updated 4 February 2021
From: HM Treasury
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/public-service-pension-schemesconsultation-changes-to-the-transitional-arrangements-to-the-2015-schemes

NEWS STORY - McCLOUD REMEDY UPDATE
Important information for Veterans UK Customers affected by the McCloud Remedy
Published 5 February 2021.

From: Ministry of Defence and Veterans UK
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/mccloud-remedyupdate?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuknotifications&utm_source=f5217eed-0a38-4339-931189757a7c0b80&utm_content=weekly

INFORMATION ON HOW TO CONTACT VETERANS UK AND THEIR
SERVICES
Published 21 February 2020
Last updated 5 January 2021
From: Ministry of Defence and Veterans UK
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/veterans-uk-contactus?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuknotifications&utm_source=54ed2392-5703-4d24-8b00963087d62157&utm_content=weekly

ADDITIONAL PERIOD OF RESTORED WAR WIDOWS/WAR
WIDOWERS PENSIONER
Information and eligibility guidance for an additional period of payment due to the
estate of a person who received a Restored War Widows/War Widowers Pension.
Change made: New content added with three links to services for assisting in
research for applications.
Published 25 February 2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/additional-periodof-restored-war-widowswar-widowerspension?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuknotifications&utm_source=11dd6c67-4cf5-4035-acea46f74a00e9ea&utm_content=weekly

HELP AND SUPPORT WHEN A VETERAN OR SERVICE PERSON
DIES
The death of a family member is a difficult time. We provide a number of free
services to families when a veteran or service person dies.
From: Veterans UK and Ministry of Defence
Published:19 February 2020
Last updated:2 March 2021,
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/help-and-support-when-a-veteran-orservice-person-dies?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuknotifications&utm_source=e7062cdf-5883-4494-af6bf3782c7c9b69&utm_content=weekly

VETERANS UK START AN EXERCISE TO CORRECT SOME
RESTORED WIDOWS’ PENSIONS
Veterans UK are conducting an administrative exercise to re-visit commencing dates
for restored widows’ pensions under the War Pension Scheme, to identify and pay
additional amounts where necessary, after a Court of Appeal ruling.
Published 25 February 2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/veterans-uk-start-an-exercise-to-correct-somerestored-widows-pensions?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuknotifications&utm_source=4c368784-2654-4332-a740487eeab9a4cb&utm_content=weekly

OPERATIONAL LEGACY INVESTIGATIONS AND INQUESTS: HELP
FOR VETERANS'
Published:19 March 2021
Army Personnel Services Group
Overview of the Army Operational Legacy
Serving and retired Army personnel are engaged in various legal processes arising
from legacy operations. The operational legacy is multi-faceted and includes criminal
investigations under the Service Justice System (SJS), civilian criminal
investigations, civil litigation, inquests and, when directed, public enquiries.
The Army Operational Legacy Branch within the Army Personnel Services Group is
a small, dedicated team which provides the Army’s lead for support and advice to
veterans and serving personnel on matters relating to legacy operations. Our
purpose is to provide assistance to personnel affected by the legacy processes

arising from operations in Northern Ireland (Op BANNER), Iraq (Op TELIC) and
Afghanistan (Op HERRICK).
Personnel from the Royal Navy and Royal Air Force affected by operational legacy
matters are invited to contact the Army Operational Legacy Branch within the Army
Personnel Service Group who will provide details of the support available from their
respective single Services. For further information please click on the following link.
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/operational-legacy-investigations-and-inquests-helpfor-veterans--2?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuknotifications&utm_source=397588cc-759e-4f97-ae73e8c22b23f90f&utm_content=weekly

ARMED FORCES PENSION SCHEME - AFPS QUARTERLY DIGEST
The 2nd edition of the Armed Forces Pension Scheme (AFPS) Quarterly Digest is a
way for Veterans UK to communicate with all serving and pensioner members.
The purpose of this quarterly digest is to provide readers with up-to-date information
on their pension scheme and illustrate the worth that your pension can bring to you
and your families. The Digest is complimentary to the annual newsletter that is
currently sent out to all pension members.
The 2nd edition is appended to this newsletter. Have a good read.

NHS LAUNCHES 'OP COURAGE' VETERANS' MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICE
Armed forces veterans suffering a mental health crisis will receive specialist care as
part of a new Op Courage service launched by NHS chief executive Sir Simon
Stevens on 4th March 2021.
Doctors, nurses and other NHS staff will work with military charities to provide
therapy, rehab services and, in extreme cases, inpatient care to hundreds of former
soldiers, sailors and RAF personnel each year.
Those needing urgent help will receive a same day referral.
Readers can obtain more information on this matter by clicking on the following links.
https://www.england.nhs.uk/2021/03/nhs-launches-op-courage-veterans-mentalhealth-service/

https://www.england.nhs.uk/news/?filter-keyword=&filter-category=armed-forces

PREDITORS OF AMPUTATION FOR POPLITEAL ARTERY INJURIES
Popliteal artery injuries continue to be a difficult problem for the trauma
surgeon. These injuries have one of the highest rates of amputation despite progress
in emergency medical services, resuscitation, and surgical techniques. These
outcomes may be related to the unique anatomy of this vessel in its course to supply
the calf and foot.
Readers interested in this article can obtain further information by going to the
following link:
https://www.academia.edu/23055270/Predictors_of_amputation_for_popliteal_artery
_injuries?email_work_card=title

ESSENTIAL PRACTICE OF SURGERY: BASIC SCIENCE AND
CLINICAL EVIDENCE
The first edition of the textbook was Surgery: Basic Science and Clinical Evidence
and was introduced two years ago.
It is the first evidence-based surgical textbook and as such signalled a new focus in
surgical education and practice. We want to thank the many residents, program
directors and surgeons who have used the text and recommended it to colleagues.
We also wish to thank the authors for their comprehensive chapters; our
collaborative efforts resulted in enthusiastic and supportive reviews in many journals,
including the New England Journal of Medicine, The Journal of the American
Medical Association and Archives of Surgery.
The publisher was also honoured with the Best Clinical Medicine Book 2000 by the
Association of American Publisher’s Professional/Scholarly Publishing Division. An
enormous amount of work from the authors, editors, and publisher resulted in
Surgery: Basic Science and Clinical Evidence; we are proud of the fruits of our
labour and grateful for your support of our endeavour.
Newsletter readers who wish to read more on this subject are advised to go to the
following link:
https://www.academia.edu/9598974/Essential_Practice_of_Surgery_Basic_Science_
and_Clinical_Evidence?email_work_card=title

TREATMENT OF WAR WOUNDS: A HISTORICAL REVIEW
The treatment of war wounds is an ancient art, constantly refined to reflect
improvements in weapons technology, transportation, antiseptic practices, and
surgical techniques. Throughout most of the history of warfare, more soldiers died
from disease than combat wounds, and misconceptions regarding the best timing
and mode of treatment for injuries often resulted in more harm than good. Since the
19th century, mortality from war wounds steadily decreased as surgeons on all sides
of conflicts developed systems for rapidly moving the wounded from the battlefield to

frontline hospitals where surgical care is delivered. We review the most important
trends in US and Western military trauma management over two centuries, including
the shift from primary to delayed closure in wound management, refinement of
amputation techniques, advances in evacuation philosophy and technology, the
development of antiseptic practices, and the use of antibiotics. We also discuss how
the lessons of history are reflected in contemporary US practices in Iraq and
Afghanistan.
Readers wishing to read more on this subject matter please go to the following link:
https://www.academia.edu/1837446/Treatment_of_war_wounds_a_historical_review
?email_work_card=thumbnail

FORCES NET
To view the latest top stories broadcasted by Forces Net (to most readers of this
Newsletter will recall it being called British Forces Broadcasting Services (BFBS)
please click on the following link:
https://www.forces.net/
How many readers can answer the following?
https://www.forces.net/news/who-were-only-military-team-win-fa-cup

MEDICAL VCs
Some of you may have seen the Medical VCs on the RAMC Association website
which was released on Armistice Day 2020.
This is based on material prepared by Pete Starling and Phil Basford for an
interactive presentation which is now available on a wafer (credit card shape and
size) memory stick.
No need to load onto your computer as it will run from stick and offers a quick and
ready interactive reference to all our Medical VCs.
Readers wishing to obtain the above item can get the information which is appended
to this newsletter.

RAMC Reunited Reunion - Palace Hotel Buxton
1st – 3rd April 2022
The RAMC Reunion, originally planned for 3rd - 5th April 2020, postponed until October 2020
and further postponed until 26th - 28th March 2021 is now postponed yet again because of
the Covid-19 pandemic. Outside dates for the Reunion are now Thursday 31st March Sunday 3rd April 2022 with the Gala Dinner on Saturday 2nd April.
As recently notified via social media revised arrangements would be published following the
Committee discussions with the venue staff, further details now follow, please read carefully.
Attached is a list of all those currently holding a live booking with the Palace Hotel Buxton:
•

If your name features on the list your booking will be transferred automatically by the
Hotel to corresponding dates next year, and you need to do nothing.

•

Should you still want to attend but amend your booking you should contact the Hotel
Staff by e-mail or telephone, details below.

•

Should you not wish to attend you should contact the Hotel Staff and ask for a refund
of your deposit. They will send you a proforma to complete (original payment card
details) and will then complete a refund. (You should not be required to do a
chargeback through your Bank/Credit Card).

•

If you originally booked to attend the Gala Dinner only and your name is not listed on
the live booking sheet; should you still wish to attend (or cancel) then you must
advise the Hotel direct and inform the Committee by e-mail or telephone.

•

If your name does not appear on the list but you wish to attend you should complete
the booking form, also attached, and confirm your booking details direct to the Hotel
events753@theelitevenueselection.co.uk or Tel 01298 767016.

Maximum attendance at the Gala Dinner is 250, places will be allocated first come first
served; there are currently about 40 vacancies. Please be aware that the Events Team at
the Hotel are currently understaffed and working reduced hours because of Covid.
The Committee
Contact details:
Hotel: events753@theelitevenueselection.co.uk or Tel 01298 767016 (Fiona Nair)***
Committee: ramcreunionbuxton2020@gmail.com or Tel 0780927363 (Jeff Pearson)
Attachments:
1. Booking Proforma RAMC Reunited Reunion 2022.
2. Menu Choices.
3. Palace Hotel Buxton Live Booking List.
***Fiona Nair is on Maternity Leave and Jess Mellor has taken over her duties. Jess is
only working 8 hours a week at present. Members waiting on a reply from the hotel
confirming any queries you may have, please be patient. You will get an answer to
your query.

RAMC Reunion Weekend
31st March – 3rd April 2022

Britannia Palace Hotel, Buxton

ACCOMMODATION BOOKING FORM
Dinner Only (Sat 2nd Apr)
1 Night B&B (Fri 1st or Sat 2nd Apr) + Dinner

Single/Twin/Double

@ £29.00 per person
@ £74.50 per person

2 Nights B&B (Fri 1st /Sat 2nd) + Dinner
night

Single/Twin/Double

@ £74.50 per person per

Extra Night Stay B&B (Thu 31st and/or Sun 3rd)
night+ +Dinner

Single/Twin/Double

@ £49.00 per person per

Room Type:
Double/Twin or
Single

Guests Name(s)

No of
Persons
in room

No. of Rooms

Date of Arrival

No. of Nights

Special Bedroom Requests/Mobility Issues:
Saturday Main Choice:
Insert No from attached
menu

Vegan

Vegetarian

Gluten
Free

Standard (no special
dietary requirements

Address Details
Address:

Postcode:
E – Mail:

Day Tel:
Mobile:

(please print):
The following section must be completed

A credit or debit card is needed to guarantee your booking.
A non-refundable deposit of £20.00 per person will be taken from your card at this stage.
You can pay in full by the 1st March 2022 (non-refundable if you cancel) by phone or pay on check-in (be prepared to queue)
All accounts must be settled in full on departure.

Payment enclosed by (please tick box):

Credit Card

Credit Card Type:

Debit Card
Name on the card:

Credit Card Number:

Expiry Date:

Card Security Number (last 3 digits on reverse of card)

Signature:

Date

Return the Completed Form to:
Events Team
Britannia Palace Hotel.
Palace Road, Buxton SK17 6AG Or Call: Events Team on 01298 767016 Or Email to: events753@theelitevenueselection.co.uk

RAMC Reunion 2022 Menu Selector

Standard Menu
Main
1. Roast Pork - Seasonal Stuffing - Apple Sauce
2. Beef Brisket - Parsnip Crisps - Red Wine Jus
3. Roast Breast of Chicken - Seasonal Stuffing and Chipolatas.
All served with chateau potatoes & panache of fresh market vegetables.

Special Diet Options
Vegan Main
1.
2.

Sweet Potato & Chia Curry
Teriyaki Peanut Butter Noodles

Vegetarian Main
1.
2.

Vegetable Wellington
Mushroom Risotto

Gluten Free Main
1.
2.

Beef Brisket - Parsnip Crisps - Red Wine Jus
Roast Breast of Chicken – Seasonal Stuffing and Chipolatas.

All served with chateau potatoes & panache of fresh market vegetables.
Please insert your menu choice (by number) on the booking form or inform the
Hotel Events Team if you book by phone on 01298 767016.

Attendance List as at 26/03/2021
NAME
Steve Acres
Anne Aldred
Ian Armstrong
J Askins
Alan & Rosemary Barton
Jake Baker (Dinner Only)
Paul & Christine Baxter
Mr & Mrs Roy Bedson
James Bell (Ron)
Steven Bennett
Owen Bernard
Chris Best
Michael Bishop
Christopher Bonser
Frederik Bradley
B Brogan
Jim Bruce
James Carter
Carey/Redfern
Andrew Charnick
Peter Cheesley
M & J Coates
Mr & Mrs Cooper
Trevor & Anne Cooper
Mike Craven
Paul Crosthwaite (Dinner Only)
Steve & Rosemary Cuthbertson
Edward & Elizabeth Dagg
Janet Davenport
Chris Dawkins
Steven Dawkins & Noelle Robson
Dixie Dean
Diane Donnelly
James Duff
Mr Daz Dunn
M Escott
Sian Evans
John Farrar- Hockley
Tony Ferrero
James Fletcher
Mr & Mrs R Foster

NUMBER
2
1
1
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
1
1
2
2
2
1
1
2
2
2
1
2
2
1
2
1
1
1
2
1
2
2

Dave & Pat Garbutt
David Gargett
Mrs Gaskin
Colin & Tracey Gidman
Chris Gregory
Ray Gregson
Michael Guest
Bryan Hair
Alan Harbour
Ronald & Jo Harley
Harry Harris
Kenneth Harris
Bob Harrison
Trevel Henry
Mr & Mrs C & L Highham
Des Hillier
Mr & Mrs Steve Holmes
John Johnston
Mr & Mrs Tony Jones
Robert Jordan
Paul Kinlan
Ron Knuska
Robert Law
Bob Lawrence
David Leek
Steve Leonard
Mr & Mrs Lines
Kenneth Lloyd
Derek Maddock
Patrick Martin
Roy & Andrea Martin (Dinner Only)
Alistair & Leslie Macmillan
Stuart Matthews
Edward McAllister
Mick & Gloria McCran
John & Katie McDonald
Jeff & Denise McGowan

2
1
1
2
2
1
1
1
2
2
2
1
1
1
2
1
2
2
2
1
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
2
2
1
2
2
2
2

Ian McKechie
Tom & Wendy Meade
David Micciche
Graham & Patricia Mottley
James Muir
John Murray

1
2
1
2
2
1

Noel Nash
David Natolie
Stephen Newbon
Bob Newell
Tom Norris
Gibbs/Norris
Richard Oglesby
Neville Park
Andrew Parrack
Jeff Pearson
Mr & Mrs Pentony
Frederick Pope
Alan Potter
Noel Price
Rosalind Price
Robert Pringle
Derek & Andrea Proudfoot
Ray & Mo Pullen
Doug Ralph
Karen & George Randall
Ray Rattenbury
Derek Saunders
Michael J Scully
John Shave
Graham Sheppard
Mike Simpson
Trevor Smith
Pete & Lesley Starling
Peter Steadman
Christopher Steel
Peter Stobart
Bob Summers
Darren Sutton
Edward Sutton
Tagg/ Jones
Nick Tatlock
Molly Taylor
Brian & Fiona Tennuci
Robert Ternent
Bill Thom
Nicholas Thresher
Chris Tong
Ray Turford

1
1
1
1
1
2
1
2
1
1
2
1
2
2
1
1
2
2
1
2
2
1
1
2
1
2
1
2
1
2
1
2
2
2
2
1
1
2
2
2
2
1
1

Philip Vandenberg
Garry Walker (Dinner Only)
Ron Walker
John Wall (Dinner Only)
Geoff Ward
Tom Watson (Dinner Only)
Graham & Pat Webster
Aurthur Whiston
Mark & Olive Whittick
Paul Whittick
Peter Whyte
Brian Williams
Ripton & Veronica Wilson
Wilson & Buffery
Susan & Stephen Woods
Ted Yeates

2
2
2
2
1
1
2
1
2
2
1
1
2
2
2
2

THE MUSEUM OF MILITARY MEDICINE STATEMENT
The following was an article published
in the July 2016 edition of the RAMC
Reunited Newsletter when the recent
announcement that the AMS Museum
will be redesignated and will in the
future be known as The Museum of
Military Medicine which has
generated a lot of comment on social
media, with many questions being
asked about the reasons for it and the
possibility that the museum will be
relocating from Keogh Barracks to
Cardiff.
The Museum of Military Medicine is a project being undertaken by the Army Medical
Services Museum Trust, which recognises that in order to build a sustainable future
for its collections it needs to look beyond its current regimental museum set-up and
build an outward facing, more inclusive, cultural enterprise. This issue is pressing
since the Ministry of Defence has identified that support for all military museums will
be withdrawn in the next decade, meaning that museums currently funded by MOD
will have to become financially self-sustaining or fold. The Board has been in
negotiation with Cardiff City Council since last autumn about the possibility of
establishing The Museum of Military Medicine in the city, and with its aid is
investigating the purchase of the Bute Street Railway Station and adjacent Welsh
Government land in Cardiff Bay on which to build a new facility that will meet the
Board’s aspirations for the collections. In January 2016, the then chair of the Board

met with Edwina Hart, Minister for the Economy, who gave her blessing to the
project. Since then, work has been taking place behind the scenes to ensure that the
Trust will be in a position to purchase the building and land and secure funding for
the new development.

UPDATE ON THE SITE FOR THE NEW MUSEUM OF MILITARY
MEDICINE – CARDIFF MILITARY MEDICINE MUSEUM DESGIN
PLAN UNVEILED
The BBC on 3rd July 2017 notified the public that
the Design proposals for a new Museum of Military
Medicine in Cardiff will be unveiled.
The exhibition, at Cardiff and Vale College's City
Centre Campus, outlined the plans for the
museum's relocation from Keogh Barracks near
Aldershot to Cardiff Bay.
The UK government committed £2m to the project
in its Autumn Statement
The museum will chart the history of the four Corps of the Army Medical Service the Royal Army Medical Corps, the Queen Alexandra's Royal Army Nursing Corps,
the Royal Army Dental Corps and the Royal Army Veterinary Corps.
Its collection will include uniforms and insignia, medical, dental, and veterinary
equipment and ambulances, and an extensive archive containing stories of men and
women who served.
The new building will be situated at the junction of Lloyd George Avenue and
Hemingway Road, opposite the former Bute Street railway station.
A cafe, reading room, research facilities and an auditorium will be open for
community use. A spokesman for Cardiff Council said it "recognises the significance
of bringing a national collection to the city as part of its tourism offer as it seeks to
establish itself as a European capital".
A new five-storey building costing £30m will include hi-tech exhibitions, offices and
teaching space.
A petition with more than 2,500 names objected to the loss of open space, but
backers promised new jobs and visitors.
The site was previously home to the now-dismantled Tube visitor centre from 1993
to 2010.
The museum's proposed move to Cardiff Bay was announced by the UK
government as part of the Chancellor's Autumn Statement in 2016, albeit with a
different site in mind.

Planning agents for the museum said its present location at Mychett, near Aldershot,
was not very accessible to the public, and the move to Cardiff "would allow the
Armed Forces medical story to be told to a far greater audience".

SCIENTIFIC INNOVATIONS
The Museum's collection of nearly 20,000 objects tells the story of how war inspired
medical advancements such as X-rays, trauma and burns care.
The new premises also hope to offer a super-high definition 8K immersive video
space, showcasing new medical and scientific innovations. The technology, called
Deep Space, will offer 2D and 3D visuals, exploring science, medicine, art and
history. Alongside exhibitions and “immersive” visitor experiences, the virtual room
could also be used to train doctors.

WHAT WOULD THE MUSEUM LOOK LIKE?
• The current Museum of Military Medicine (MMM) has nearly 20,000 objects
and archive from different corps
• It tells the story of how war - despite its horrors - has led to medical
advancements in the likes of X-rays, trauma and burns care.
• It will also showcase medical innovations - with its facilities used as a teaching
environment for students and young doctors.
• There are estimates of 250,000 visitors a year with the aim of marketing it as
a major attraction with Visit Wales.
• Opportunity for readers to visit the Pre-Application Consultation the Museum
of Military Medicine: https://www..mmmuseum.wixsite.com/public-consultation
Councillor Rodney Berman, who opposed the proposal, told the planning committee
the council had previously stepped in to buy the land in 2018 to prevent a 24-storey
apartment block from being built there.
"There are plenty of alternative sites where the museum could go elsewhere in
Cardiff Bay," he said.
Also speaking against, Councillor Iona Gordon said the area was already lacking
open space for use by a growing population.
Speaking in favour, Councillor Mike Jones-Pritchard said the bay had hard open
spaces such as Roald Dahl Plass but few visitor attractions. "This facility here will
provide a pull to the public. Buildings pull people to places," he said.
Councillors on the planning committee were split, with six voting in favour, three
against, and one abstaining, according to the Local Democracy Reporting Service.
The children's play park and Grade II-listed Lockkeeper's Cottage at the site will be
relocated.

The Museum's Director, Jason Semmens, hailed the decision as "a major milestone
in our vision to create a world-class visitor attraction".

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
•

MMM's proposal to move to Cardiff and to transform the museum was first
announced in 2016 and is now in the planning process, with a date for a
decision expected in early 2020.

•

It would involve relocating an old lock-keeper's cottage to a spot nearby.

•

If given the go-ahead, it is hoped building work would start early in 2021 with
opening by the end of 2022.

•

The museum said it was "actively fundraising, with a mix of grants and
investment" but not intending to need public money.

Jason Semmens, Director of the MMM, said: "We've had an amazing amount of
support in bringing it to Cardiff.
"Our existing set-up is quite limited and means we can't expand. So, it gives us a
chance to re-think what the museum is about. "Perhaps what people don't realise is
how many of the advances in military medicine actually went on to benefit the wider
population.
"It's a story of innovation and one of the reasons we went to Linz was because
they've developed this very innovative, revolutionary way of presenting their story
with Deep Space and that fits in with our objectives very well."
Having forwarded contents of this article by email to the Director of MMM Jason
Semmens requesting if he wished to add anything to this article his reply was.
He wrote an article “The Museum of Military Medicine's relocation plans: a
transformational world class development in Wales" which was published in the
BMJ Military Health** and is a more up to date description of what is intended for the
museum, even if it is now about two years old. With COVID having intervened this
last year, the projection of being able to start work in 2021 and open in Cardiff in
2022 needs to be revised. 2024/25 a more realistic date for opening.
In the meantime, we are looking to offer an expanded digital proposition focused on
the museum's archives.”
The article referred to above was written by Jason and is appended to this newsletter
for readers to view.
** After over 100 years of publication, the Journal of the Royal Army Medical Corps
has become BMJ Military Health and incorporates the Journal of the Royal Navy
Medical Services.

TEXTBOOK OF PLASTIC AND RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY
Plastic and reconstructive surgery is a branch of surgery that specialises in restoring
form and function to damaged or missing tissues and skin. The causes of such
defects are usually related to surgery, injury, illness, or congenital abnormality. This
rapidly evolving specialty is based upon the exploitation of key principles of anatomy,
physiology, pathology, and surgery. Mastery of these principles as well as the
acquisition of sound surgical technique enables plastic surgeons to constantly adapt
to the wide variety of individual cases they face and provide functional and aesthetic
solutions.
Members wishing to read more on this subject matter can click on the following link:
https://www.academia.edu/34403803/Textbook_of_Plastic_and_Reconstructive_Sur
gery?email_work_card=title

COUNTY DOWN MAN MOVES FORMER ARSENAL PLAYER IAN WRIGHT TO
TEARS WITH EPIC TREK FOR DAUGHTER HASTI

An Army Officer from Co Down has moved football
legend Ian Wright to tears with an emotional account of
his epic 700-mile barefoot walk to help his young
daughter Hasti.
An article on Major Chris Brannigan's phenomenal
pursuit of this challenge was reported in the 3rd Edition
of the RAMC Reunited Newsletter September to
December 2020. The total amount gathered to date is
£584,000.00.

Members can click on the following link to read more on the Ian Wright article:
https://www.newsletter.co.uk/news/people/co-down-man-moves-ian-wright-to-tearswith-epic-trek-for-daughter-hasti3148286?fbclid=IwAR1r84LvCpNklN05EsW1d321b42bJf_L3Op9M6O2fnGIwx6ojaro
CFtMI3c

POEMS BY THE LATE JOHN SILKSTONE (CONTINUED)
Many readers will be aware that John passed away on 3rd February 2021. See
Absent Brethren Section of this Newsletter.
TREATABLE?
War
A disease,
That can’t be cured.
© John A Silkstone 1988

TICKING OFF
Tick tock, tick tock
Goes the Grandfather clock
While the armless hands go round and round
© John A Silkstone 1988

THE AUTHOR
Tap tap tap, sounds the typewriter.
As words fly across the page
Turning out a story line
Be it love or rage.
The author writes a story.
About a romantic fool
Or a swashbuckling adventurer
Who’s oh so very cool.
He may not create a story.
But simply tell the truth
Of something happening long-ago
Way back in his youth.
He really types a picture.
Painting it with words
Colouring names and places
Or tunes from his songbird.
© John A Silkstone 1999

THE BULLY
Sometimes they’re called humans.
Other times mankind
But the sad thing about humans
Is they have forgotten to be kind?
© John A Silkstone 1987

THE CONTEST
(Comet Shoemaker-Levy 9)
Diana said to Nimrod.
“Would you like to try your skill?”
Nimrod took up the challenge.
Bending his bow with a will.
Letting loose the bowstring.
He let his arrow fly.
Streaking across the heavens
Like a comet in the sky.
Diana with her bow of crystal
Smiled at his mighty deed.
Thinking of how she could beat it.
Cunning was what she would need.
From her quiver she drew five arrows,
Firing at Jupiter on high
All five hit their target,
Each one a full bulls eye.
Nimrod turning to Diana,
His heart was sad and heavy.
“Men will see that shot on Earth.” He said.
“And they’ll call it the Shoemaker-Levy.”
© John A Silkstone 1994

THE COST OF PEACE
th
(NATO blunder in Kosovo 14 May 1999)
One hundred innocent people
Lost their lives today.
One hundred innocent people
When bombs went astray
One hundred innocent people
Lie torn, bloody and dead.

One hundred innocent people
From a war zone they had fled
One hundred innocent people
Are really but a few.
For without some intervention,
It could have been, ten thousand and two.
© John A Silkstone 1999

THE ROBERT JONES AGNES HUNT (RJAH) HOSPITAL
Lt Col (Retired) Tony Jones, Chairman of RAMC Association Shropshire Branch
and, he also does volunteer work with the local AFC Outreach, along with
Sarah Kerr the Shropshire Council AFC Outreach Coordinator and RAMC
Association Shropshire Branch Welfare Officer.
Tony forwarded me a Document on the subject of RJAH Veteran
Awareness and a Power Point Presentation (PPP) of the new build, which
was delivered by the RJAH Project Team at the Virtual Armed Forces
Covenant (AFC) Outreach meeting on Wednesday 3rd March 2021,
chaired by Sarah Kerr. Unfortunately, I was unable to open either
document and approached Sarah requesting if I could obtain the
document and PPP that Tony forwarded in a PDF version and requesting
permission to publish it in the next edition of the RAMC Reunited
Newsletter.
I now have the PDF Versions of the following which are appended to this
newsletter:
• RJAH Veterans’ Healthcare Facility
• Veterans’ New Build Update
The RJAH project team will keep Sarah briefed on progress regarding this
facility via future AFC Outreach meetings during the year. Hopefully,
readers will be kept updated.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Sarah Kerr for contacting
The Robert Jones Agnes Hunt Hospital on our behalf requesting
permission to update our Veterans on the progress of RJAH Project Team
through our newsletter.

RAMC APPRENTICE SCHOOL/COLLEGE
I am looking at putting together an article on the history of the RAMC Apprentice
School for publication in this newsletter.
It is my intention to cover the following periods:
•
1955-1964 – (To include the initial transfer of 25 boy soldiers from AAS
Chepstow) to AAS Crookham
•
1964 – 1982 – AAS move to Keogh Barracks (1966 – becomes RAMC
Apprentice College) and its eventual move to Princess Marina College Arborfield.
I have contacted the Museum and they inform me that there is a lot of material
contained within the House Books which may help me. Once we have got rid of
COVID and Government rulings on accessibility have been lifted, I intend paying the
museum a visit and start my quest.
If there is any member of staff or boy soldier who was related to the School/College
from its formation until it moved to Arborfield as part of the Princess Marina College
would you please forward me any information relating to the School/College. It does
not matter how small the info is that you submit (please include dates). I am looking
for:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Officers Commanding – during your time at the AAS/AAC.
House Officers.
Educational Officers (Military/Civilian)
RSMs
RQMSs
House Staff Sergeants.
Administrative Staff (ie Chief Clerk)
Physical Training Instructors

If there is any appointment that I have not covered above, please bring it to my
attention when submitting information.
Would you please ensure that against the names of individuals, please ensure you
place the dates that you were at AAS/AAC?
If during your time serving as a boy soldier you were part of a team (sporting/military)
that won a Competition whether military or civilian, please forward details and copies
of photographs (scan and forward to the email address shown below).
I will be dedicating the remainder of the year and how long it takes to complete this
task.
Please use this email address when submitting information in relation to the above:
mccran.historyramcboysoldiers@gmail.com

ABSENT BRETHREN
THE LATE BERNARD MUSCAT
Neill Wilson recently forwarded the following on the late Bernard Muscat.
It is with deepest regret; I announce that my
friend and service ‘brother’ Bernard Muscat
passed away on the 6th of September 2020
aged 73.
Bernard joined the RAMC (Royal Army Medical
Corps) in 1966 (Squad 6610), although he has
some Mental Health Nursing experience, he
elected to become a Medical Assistant Combat Medical Technician- CMT.
His first posting was to BMH Hannover, where
he became popular as the Unit Film
Projectionist, and as a keen photographer. In
the early 1970’s he served in Belfast during
‘The Troubles’ and witnessed the bad things
that angry people can do to one another in the name of religion.
In 1986 he was posted to QEMH Woolwich to serve his last years as RQMS, a job
he performed with love and dedication. On completing his 22 years’ service he
secured a job at a Civil Service establishment near Gloucester-Cheltenham area,
until he retired at age 55. He then got employed as a Manager of the Gardening
department of a local Morrison’s Superstore. However, ill health from a? Nervous
Muscular complaint and eyesight degeneration robbed him of his former vitality and
energy.
His wife Carole sadly died some years ago.
Wishing you peace and happiness in your final posting.

RIP BERNARD
THE LATE CAPTAIN (Retired) STANLEY JOHN SURTEES RAMC
The following was submitted by Terry Hardy a former Laboratory Technician who
served as a National Serviceman in the RAMC.
John was also a National Serviceman who served as a Pathologist and, we met and
worked together in BMH Hong Kong in 1955. John served in Japan and Korea and at
the 33rd General Hospital and British Military Hospital Hong Kong in the 1950s. To
those who knew young Captain Surtees, he was a loveable Rascal – but a truly
knowledgeable ‘Medic’ and very kind underneath the ‘buffoonery’.

John turned up at a rare parade wearing Carpet Slippers, a Canadian hat, and an
American Jacket – he told the distraught Colonel that they were more comfortable!
This was John – but he was a wonderful young Pathologist back in the Laboratory.
I knew John until his last days and we worked together back in Civilian life. A Sad
loss. He was in his nineties when he died on 13th January 2021.
SURTEES Stanley John
17/07/1928 – 13/01/2021
Former Captain (431987) RAMC
Served in Hong Kong, Japan, and Korea
Retired Consultant Chemical Pathologist EDGH
John was a very integral part of his local community
and had many interests.
He was a prolific author, lecturer, and historian, giving lectures on
medical research, writing medical journals’ and historical books on
Eastbourne and surrounding areas. John was an amazing intelligent gentleman, with
a brilliant sense of humour and very quick witted.
It was an honour and a privilege to have his care entrusted to me for the past two
years.
Yvonne MacDonald (Live in carer provided the picture of Stanley John Surtees and
the above entry)

RIP John
THE LATE CHRIS BUCKINGHAM
The following notification on the demise of Chris Buckingham has
been extracted from the post placed on the RAMC Reunited FB
Group by Glenn Prosho on 28/01/2021.
It is with deepest regret, I announce that Chris Buckingham ExRAMC Lab Tech and SEN passed away peacefully this evening 28th
January 2021 in Carlisle with his partner Louise by his side, and his
brothers Duncan and Craig. Chris served from 1975-1984 in various
places such as Millbank and QEMH. Please join me in passing on
our deepest condolences to the Buckingham family and if you have
any stories of your time serving with Chris please also share them
here. Many thanks. IAF
An update from Chris's brother Duncan: Chris died from COVID related Pneumonia
and multi organ failure this evening. He became ill almost 2 weeks ago after
completing a shift in a residential care home, where there were still high rates of
COVID amongst the residents. Chris had volunteered to work at short notice
because the member of staff scheduled to work that day was scared to work at that
facility, because they had vulnerable family members shielding at home. When
asked to work, Chris did not hesitate. Within 48hrs after completing his shift Chris
had become unwell and had tested positive for COVID. He was admitted to Carlisle
Hospital on 18th Jan, and within 4 days he was placed on ventilatory support. Just

before he was ventilated Chris had remained positive about his diagnosis and knew
full well that if he was ventilated what the expected outcome would be. Chris's
attitude to the last speaks volumes about the character he was, always stepping up
to the plate to help those in need and accepting the risk even when he knew the
odds were stacked against him. Chris was due to retire this coming weekend.

RIP Chris – Condolences to Louise, Duncan and Craig and
their respective families.
THE LATE JOHN HOWITT
John Jacobson posted the following Group in relation to former W0II John Howitt his
former friend and Colleague.
"It is with a heavy heart and deep sadness that I’ve heard from his son that former
Wo2 John Howitt sadly passed away in Hull at the weekend on 2nd February 2021,
after yet another MI, the paramedics were not able to resuscitate John.
I have had the honour and pleasure of knowing and serving with him since the late
80s and truly classed him as a friend and mentor during my service career and
beyond. John has suffered numerous MIs and strokes, but he always said, "I’m not
letting it grind me down I will beat this yet". My heart and thoughts go out to Anthony
and Adam who have kindly given me permission to post this RIP Staff IAF”.

RIP JOHN
THE LATE MAJOR (RETIRED) JIMMY JONES
It is with deep regret to have to inform you all that Jimmy Jones passed away on 18th
February 2021 at the Royal Hospital Chelsea.

THE LATE MAJOR (RETIRED) ROBIN DESMOND

Major Robin “Des” Desmond passed away on 15th
January 2021, aged 80 years. His funeral took place on
Thursday 11th February 2021 at Guildford Crematorium.

THE LATE JOHN SILKSTONE
John Silkstone passed away on 3rd February 2021 at 06:10 hours
having battled against cancer for some time.
John requested a simple Graveside Service which took place on
Thursday 18th February 2021 at 13:00 hours at Gainsborough
General Cemetery, Cox’s Hill, Gainsborough DN21 1HH.
John’s chosen Charity if his friends and former Colleagues wish to
make a donation is The RAMC Charity. Donations can be made via
Online Banking, Sort Code: 16-19-26, Account No:
14822216, transfers are to be marked “in memory of John
Silkstone” or forward a cheque – endorse on the reverse of the
cheque “in memory of John Silkstone – made payable to The
RAMC Charity and forwarded to Regimental Secretary
RAMC, Regimental Headquarters Royal Army Medical Corps, Slim
Road, Camberley, Surrey, GU15 4NP.
John enlisted into the Royal Artillery and reported for his basic
training at the Royal Artillery Basic Training Camp in Oswestry on
5th November 1956. Some years later in the November of 1961 he
applied to transfer to the RAMC and on 8th January 1962 was
accepted and became a medic. John served in medical units in various
theatres throughout the world and completed his service in June 1981.

RIP JOHN
THE LATE ARTHUR GODFREY
Arthur Godfrey aged 79 passed away on 25th
January 2021, having lost his battle against
Cancer of the Oesophagus.
His Funeral Service took place at Chichester
Crematorium on the 9th of February 2021 at
14:45 hours.
Arthur Godfrey joined the RAMC Apprentice
Company in 1956 and by the time he left in 1959
he had risen to the rank of Apprentice Sergeant
Major. He trained as a Clerk and served in the UK
at the Cambridge Military Hospital, the RAMC
Training Centre and 15 Field Ambulance RAMC.
He also served in British Guyana and in BAOR at
BMH Munster. After 14 years he returned to civilian life with his wife and two daughters
building a successful Plumbing & Heating business in Surrey. After the tragic death of
his wife Lesley and their daughter Kate in 1993, Arthur moved to West Sussex in 2001,
where he continued his Magistrate duties until his retirement at age 70. He continued
to support Jennifer his remaining daughter during this time and became a proud

grandad of three boys. He joined the local Lions, undertaking various roles within the
organisation and was present at nearly every fundraising event. Thanks to the Lions
he met Julia, who has been his loving partner for the last 16 years. Together they
enjoyed many holidays and social gatherings with a wide circle of friends. He also
during this time trained as a Samaritan taking on a multitude of jobs including acting
as a trustee and a listener within St Richards Hospital A&E and Bognor Regis Branch
Office.
He was also a keen supporter of the FOBs (Former Old Boys) 1955-62 Luncheon Club
and attended their twice-yearly gatherings on a regular basis until ill health prevented
him from doing so. After a year-long battle with cancer, he died peacefully aged 79
years after a short stay at St Barnabas House Hospice, Worthing on 25th January
2021.
Arthur was known for his unfailing good humour, honesty and sense of fair play and
will be greatly missed by all those that had the good fortune to know him. Rest in
Peace Old Friend.
The above tribute to Arthur was compiled by his long-standing friend David Bridge.

THE LATE ROY KIBBLEWHITE

I regret to have to inform members that WO2
(Retired) Roy Kibblewhite passed away on
the evening of Saturday 13th March 2021
having battled against lung cancer. Roy
served 28 years in the RAMC finishing his
military career in 1982 as the RQMS 219
Field Hospital, Keynsham, Bristol.
Condolences and Heartfelt Sympathy to
Roy’s wife Joyce and his daughters Nicola
and Sue.
Roy’s funeral will took place on Tuesday 30th
March 2021 at 10:45 hours at Haycombe
Crematorium, Whiteway Road, Bath BA2
2RQ

RIP ROY

IN MEMORY OF DR GRAHAM MOSES OBE FRCGP (19251996)
The above was commissioned into the Royal Army Medical Corps in March 1951
and underwent six weeks training at Crookham, Aldershot and Mytchett Barracks
and the Queen Alexandra Military Hospital Millbank before being posted to Oswestry
as the Medical Officer to the 67th Regiment of the Royal Artillery.
Captain G Moses RAMC sailed from Southampton on 5th October 1951 on the
troopship “Empire Fowey”. The troopship arrived at Pusan, Korea on 5th November
1951 and was posted to the Surgical Division of the 28th British General Hospital later renamed 1st British Commonwealth Hospital which consisted of British,
Canadian, Australian, and Indian personnel.
On completion of his tour, he returned home travelling on the troopship "Lancashire"
in February 1953 and docked at Liverpool.
On his return to England, he transferred into the Territorial Army and served for 5
years with the 3rd Western General Hospital based at Fairwater, Cardiff.
The above was submitted by Dr Graham Moses's daughter, Melanie Moses who
having seen the RAMC Reunited web site wished that her father's memory be
remembered and requested the above be published under this section of the
Newsletter.

THE LATE DOUGIE FONE RAMC
Graham Fone sadly reported the demise of an RAMC
Veteran, his father.
His father, Acting Corporal Dougie Fone RAMC passed
away on 29th December 2020. He served his National
Service as an NA at the Military Hospital Wheatly,
Oxfordshire.
He will be sadly missed by all the family.
Condolences to Graham and the Fone Family.

RIP Dougie

Art Musings – Derek Saunders

I am willing to take a guess that many readers will have seen this picture at one time
or another during their military careers. My first exposure to it was during a MATTs
training period in Germany in the days when NBC (now called CBRN) Training was
integral to almost every Trade Course, NCO Cadre, or Exercise.
Like most, I found the subject a chore and generally centred my ire against the NBC
instructors who were usually great blokes and colleagues until they returned from an
instructor’s course armed with pamphlets, VuFoils (showing my age there!) and a
hefty dose of NBC zealotry. One instructor brought back a few postcards of this
painting which I still have in use as a bookmark.
In defence of NBC instructors, however, I can say that without any shadow of doubt
that their training worked. When we deployed to Saudi Arabia to evict Saddam
Hussein from Kuwait (Gulf War 1) and thirteen years later for the rematch in Iraq
(Gulf War 2), not many of us Desert Rats felt any real fear, because we trusted our
kit and the training simply ‘kicked-in’ when it was required. But it was bloody
uncomfortable in that heat!
In this article, I want you to look at the picture and then look into it with an inquisitive
eye. Remember in my first essay I explained the art viewers’ mantra to ask: ‘What is
going on in this picture?” Now it is now your turn and I will give my view on it at the
end, but first, who was the artist?
John Singer Sargent (12 January 1856 – 14 April 1925) was an American expatriate
artist, considered the leading portrait painter of his generation for his evocations of
Edwardian-era luxury. He created around 900 oil paintings and more than 2,000
watercolours, as well as countless sketches and charcoal drawings.
Born in Tuscany to American parents, living most of his life in Europe, he was trained
in Paris. He enjoyed international acclaim as a portrait painter, before moving to
London where he took up residence.
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His father was a successful eye surgeon at the Wills Eye Hospital in Philadelphia,
however, after John's older sister died at the age of two his mother, Mary, suffered a
breakdown, and the couple decided to go abroad to recover. His father gave up the
profession and they lived off a legacy and savings in a somewhat peripatetic lifestyle.
They remained nomadic expatriates for the rest of their lives, and although based in
Paris, they moved regularly with the seasons to the sea and the mountain resorts in
France, Germany, Italy, and Switzerland. While Mary was pregnant, they stopped in
Florence, Tuscany, because of a cholera epidemic. Sargent was born there in 1856.
Although his education was far from complete, Sargent grew up to be a highly
literate and cosmopolitan young man, accomplished in art, music, and literature. He
was fluent in English, French, Italian, and German.
His work is characterized by remarkable technical facility, particularly in his ability to
draw with a brush. His portrait skills were in great demand and he exhibited
extensively.
The painting ‘Gassed’, however, is completely outside of his usual disciplines and
style which makes it quite remarkable when compared to his portraits, landscapes
and seascapes. The painting was commissioned in 1918 by the Ministry of
Information, was exhibited in 1919 and hangs in the Imperial War Museum.
Sargent rejected a knighthood, preferring to keep his American nationality and died
in 1925. For those who live in the home counties, his grave is in Brookwood
Cemetery, Surrey. You may also wish to visit www.johnsingersargent.org to view his
complete works.
So, what is going on in this painting? Here is another tip: Go to google images, type
in the painting and artist and then choose the best image. There are those images
that allow you to zoom in for more detail which, with ‘Gassed’, is quite a useful tool.
It is worth mentioning that Sargent had procrastinated with the commission until he
actually went to France and saw a British Dressing Station southwest of the French
city of Arras in the small village of Bailleulval in the summer of 1918. There, he
found his subject for an overdue painting.
Phosgene or Mustard Gas as it was known, was responsible for 85% of chemical
weapons fatalities. It was a potent blistering agent that affected the eyes, skin and of
course the respiratory system, which led to the respirator being part of our kit from
then on.
Look at the over all colour of the scene. It is summer, possibly late afternoon or
early evening as evidenced by the low anaemic disc of the sun on the right, shown
just above the horizon, which is made up entirely of prostrate soldiers. The medic
with his back to the viewer is guiding the blinded casualties and is in shirt sleeve
order and one of casualties has cut off his trousers into shorts. But note the colour
of the sky.
The chemical threat has gone, but the artist has used thin washes of yellow ochre
giving the scene an eerie glow, almost mustard in colour. This chimes with the khaki
2

of the uniforms of the casualties in the foreground and, like the rest of them in the
rear and those being led seem to have been blinded by a gas attack. The whole
scene positively shouts ‘Gas!’
Even unseen we know it is a Dressing Station due to the stout guide ropes on the
right and the fact that in the distance on the left can be seen some tents. The
position, therefore, must be in the rear. Also, the duck boards on which the section
are being led are undamaged by shelling.
That they have been blinded is obvious. But just in case you missed it at first glance,
look at the low step in the duck boards just over halfway on the right. Is the medic
calling out, “careful lads, there is a step coming up, I’ll let each of you know
when”…? To his left the artist shows one of the Tommies lifting his right leg overly
high to anticipate the danger. (I would wager that on exercise or Ops we have all
done that at night !).
Each of the casualties is holding onto the one in front and a few have even brought
their rifles. But how many are there? Ten of them are being led on the duckboards
and a further eight or nine being led towards us in the distance and, if you look
closely there, you will see a white coated pair of medics’ front and rear.
Casualties lie either side of the duck boards; we can’t count them all, but I would
hazard a guess that there are two sections being led and the rest of the Company
are about them on the ground. That’s gas for you, a whole Company taken out of
the battle with a few litres of wind driven Phosgene.
What may come as a surprise is the juxtaposition of a Dressing Station with
dreadfully injured casualties with a football match being played in the background.
Look for the dot of a red ball and a blue and a red shirt.
Much has been written about this hauntingly beautiful and technically brilliant
painting, but I think the best review comes from one who knew what life was like at
the front in France as a Lieutenant Colonel in the 6th Royal Scots Fusiliers.
“With all its brilliant genius and painful significance… how the field of national
psychology must have been harrowed by events which had taken place during
the war.”
- Sir Winston Churchill upon viewing Gassed for the first time.

In the next issue I will cover, from a medical perspective, the war Art of Russia during World War II or,
as they call it, “The Great Patriotic War”. There continues a strong debate as to whether the USSR
actually did sign the Geneva Convention.
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Friends of the Allied Special Forces Memorial Grove
January Newsletter 2021
Dear All Friends and Supporters,
Welcome to our first Newsletter of 2021 with our report of gardening work, the floods, the snow then more
floods again in the Grove and today (2nd) I am glad to report that most of the water has now receded. However
it is well worth letting you all have some pictures, especially if you are not following us on Facebook or
Instagram. Please note that we have now closed down the website in order to reduce my own expenditure to
which I have financed the site for the past two years. That said then we have now migrated 66 of our
memorials to War Memorials Online and the list is featured below. Any problems then please let me know.
Next I would like to thank quite a few of our members for their over generous donations at this trying time. As
mentioned last year our income has fallen by over 50% and with this in mind we severely reduced our
expenditure last year and have started this year with a healthy bank balance. Our accounts for the period 20192020 are still awaiting our Chartered Accountants attention but Covid financial applications are delaying his
working on our accounts. Each month a copy of our accounts are issued to the three signatories of our Bank
Account for checking. We will continue to work on a shoestring budget throughout this year but gratefully
accept any donations to help us grow the Grove with plants and compost.
Please make all cheques (only) payable to: - Friends of the ASFMG
and send to Mike Colton at 2, Manor Road, Kings Bromley, DE13 7HZ

The First January Flood (21st)

The Dieppe Raid Memorial
www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/279090

The Second January Flood (23rd)

The Falkland Islanders Resistance Memorial
www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/279117

The Third January Flood (27th)

The Vera Atkins & the women of "F" section SOE Memorial
www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/279209
within the Special Operations Garden
This memorial commemorates Squadron Leader Vera Atkins who served with the Special Operations Executive
in World War Two. After the war she teamed up with a group of unofficial SAS soldiers to hunt down the
enemies who executed their soldiers and 12 women of the SOE.

Before the floods we had
The First January Snow (3rd)

Popski's Private Army Memorial
www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/279265

The Second January Snow, Ice and welcome Sunshine (25th)

The Sun Room in the middle of the Grove from the Falklands Memorial
In memory of Jack Hesmondhalgh 101 Squadron RAF
www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/279219

MEMORIAL MIGRATION
During January we have migrated 66 of the memorials in the Grove to WAR MEMORIALS ONLINE
www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/000000 (Insert 6 figure number required)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.

PEGGY
MIRBAT
DIEPPE
MOUSSEY
UNCLE BOB
COCKLESHELL HEROES
SUN DIAL
FALKLAND ISLANDERS
59 COMMANDO RE
THREE AMIGO'S
3 PARA LADS
NEIL GROSE
MARK DODSWORTH
CYRIL WILDE
BRIGADIER ALMS
WOLVERHAMPTON
GREENJACKETS
JOHN HERON
TAFF HUGHES
VINCE PHILLIPS
BRAVO 2 ZERO
GLYNDWR MICHAEL
JOHN McCRAE
138 & 161 SQUADRONS
AIREY NEAVE
ISOBEL GRANT BAILEY
299 SQUADRON RAF
624 SQUADRON RAF
PETER BAKER MC
HUMPHREY MACARE
SF SIGNALS ASS.
VERA ATKINS
UN PARTISAN FK
HOME RUN MEMORIAL
MAJOR MAURICE BUDD
NICHOLAS BROWN
22 SAS - FALKLANDS
JACK HESMONDHALGH
GABRIELLE PETIT
JOHN SEHMER
DAVID FINLAYSON
REG TAYLER
HARRY HUDSON
JOHN JACK
LEN CATER
GEOFF ALLMAN
HENRY BENNETT
BILL SCROGGIE
CARMEN REDDICK
JACK MARSHALL

279088
279089
279090
279095
279097
279099
279110
279117
279128
279143
279162
279178
279179
279180
279181
279182
279186
279187
279189
279190
279191
279196
279197
279198
279200
279202
279203
279204
279205
279206
279207
279209
279211
279212
279213
279217
279218
279219
279220
279221
279222
279233
279234
279235
279237
279240
279254
279255
279256
279257

51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.

RECONNAISSANCE
ARMY FILM
POPSKI'S PA
BILL STOKER SOAF
LOFTY ARTHY
HUGHES MEIER
BOB CONSIGLIO
NORRIE KING
JOCK THOMSON
SAILOR MAINE
DON LARGE
ALEX SPENCE
TAFF ILES
STEVE MOORES
PADDY BRADY
STIMMIES STONE

279263
279264
279265
279270
279274
279275
279284
279287
279289
279291
279309
279310
279329
279330
279331
279333

The "Hotlips" Seat
In memory of Derek Marchant we have made this seat which was soon aptly named the
"Hotlips" Seat by Jo Marchant. Naturally it has cooled down a bit in the snow!

"Come, sit and tell me all about it"
In memory of a very gentle man Derek Marchant 1945-2020

Proposed visit to Moussey September 2021
All being well!!!!!! we are intending to visit Moussey in the Vosges Mountains of Eastern France to participate
in the annual commemorations honouring the members of the 2nd SAS Regiment who lost their lives in 1944
whilst operating behind enemy lines harassing the enemy during "Operation Loyton". Many will remember our
good friend Len Owens who founded the Phantom Memorial Garden at the NMA in 2003. Len managed to
escape along with Col. Brian Franks CO of 2 SAS, however many ran out of ammunition and were captured
and summarily executed.
The villagers of Moussey were also rounded up and many sent to concentration camps for not betraying the
locations of SAS patrols in the forests around Moussey. In 2003 the "Flintstones" consisting of Richard
Marshall, Scarf Jones and Mike Colton travelled to Moussey to collect a one tonne piece of Coral Granite to be
the centre piece of the Phantom Memorial where it sits today in the NMA. The Coral Granite represents the
resolve of the people of Moussey and the Rabodeau Valley not to betray the SAS operation.
Last year I attended the Memorials in Moussey between the 7/8th September. This was the first time that the
French Army recruits were introduced to the 1944 events in Moussey and besides marching over many of the
SAS mountain routes they were honoured to receive their Berets signifying completion of their initial training.
Should anyone wish to join us COVID dependent then they are welcome to make their own arrangements for
travel and accommodation in the Moussey area. Naturally as Moussey is almost 600 miles away then this is not
a mission for the faint hearted!
Careful study of all the new regulations applicable to COVID, health insurance, car insurance and passport
controls should be made well in advance.

The Phantom Memorial Garden on the 31st January 2021
No newsletter would be compete without a mention of Peggy

Peggy in the Snow and Ice 25th January 2021
www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/279088

In Summary

We soldier on and we will all meet again!
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Royal Vic News
VOLUNTEER NEWSLETTER
Welcome to the January edition of the volunteer newsletter and Happy New Year! We are once again
embarking on another lockdown period. With light at the end of the tunnel and vaccines in place we can
hopefully return to a new normal and start up volunteer activities as soon and safely as possible. In this
issue we would like to share a few ideas of activities to do at home during this time.
Thursday 14th January - Free online talk for all Royal Vic and River Hamble Volunteers
The History of the Royal Victoria Hospital, Netley
Zoom entry 1.45pm for 2.00pm start – 3.00pm finish
Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 980 0267 4130 Passcode: 485477
https://zoom.us/j/98002674130?pwd=OGc0RzhvdjNMUGUvaXg0NXlDa1p3Zz09
Have you ever wondered why there’s a church in the middle of the country park at Netley? Why Florence
Nightingale called for the hospital construction to be abandoned? Why a hospital had animal skeletons in
the entrance hall? How patient care was funded in WW1? Or what Americans were doing at Netley in
WW2? Find out the answers to these and many other questions in this illustrated talk by the Royal Victoria
Chapel’s Heritage Officer, Ursula Pearce. The talk will last approximately 50 minutes, followed by some
Q&A. If you will be attending this talk please notify us by emailing joanne.basham@hants.gov.uk
Thursday 11th February
Armchair Tour: Royal Victoria Hospital Heritage Trail
Zoom entry 7.15pm for 7.30pm start – 8.45pm
Tickets - £8 per device (max 20 places)

Book Tickets here

Thursday 25th February
Armchair Tour: Netley Abbey Village Heritage Trail
Zoom entry 7.15pm for 7.30pm start – 8.45pm
Tickets - £8 per device (max 20 places)
Wednesday 10th March
Online Talk: Gunpowder to Pandemic – a history of the Army
Medical Services
Zoom entry from 6.45pm for 7pm start
Tickets - £6 per device (max 50 places)
An evening talk by Pete Starling MA, DHMSA, FRHistS.
To mark British Science Week, join Pete Starling, former Director of the Army Medical Services Museum,
online for a fascinating talk about the history of the Army Medical Services.

How to volunteer
To get involved at the Park email joanne.basham@hants.gov.uk or call 07784 263618 for an informal chat.
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Volunteer from home
What is the Zooniverse? The Zooniverse is the
world’s largest and most popular platform for
people-powered research. This research is made
possible by volunteers — more than a million
people around the world who come together to
assist professional researchers.
Take part in a study as a
classifications volunteer. Projects
include researching birds, seals,
penguins, star and meteor counting,
insect wildlife and heritage studies.

Encourage wildlife to your garden
If you have access to a garden or window sill why
not encourage birds to visit you by providing food.
January is a cold month and birds need lots of food
to stay warm. Encouraging birds to your garden can
be an entertaining pastime during lockdown. A
receipe for making fat balls can be found on the
Gardeners' World website.
Mix dry foods such as
oats, seeds, currants,
peanuts, breadcrumbs
with lard and other
kitchen scraps, set in a
fridge overnight.

Blueprint of the Hospital Building
Ursula, Heritage and Education Officer has been very
clever with PowerPoint and has merged a blueprint
image of the Royal Victoria Military Hospital with a
Google map image of the Park. This picture shows
where the original buildings stood on the Chapel
field.
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British Science Week, 6-14 March
Volunteer Tim has been working extremely hard to
research and write panels for a temporary
exhibition about the medical developments at the
Army Medical School at Netley, particularly in the
field of infectious diseases. We had planned for
this to be a physical exhibition in the Chapel during
British Science Week, but this might now be
difficult to achieve. However, we will still be
creating a physical exhibition to use later in the
year and as a travelling exhibition to go to other
venues. We are also working with the design and
web teams to create a web page for our British
Science Week activities, to hopefully include Tim’s
work as a virtual exhibition. There will also be a
number of events taking place online during the
week, including evening talks by Pete Starling on
the History of the Army Medical Services (10th
March) and Dr Raimi-Abraham from King’s College,
London, on The Science of Making Medicines (Date
TBC)

RVCP Cafe to be developed
The main park cafe will be expanded this year to
increase indoor seating capacity and include a
pizza oven facility and ice-cream parlour. The work
will start imminently and will keep intact the
protected qualities of this listed building. You may
have noticed that there is a marquee extension to
the Chapel. This will be the temporary cafe, when
they are allowed to open for table service. In the
meantime take away drinks will be served from the
Chapel kiosk window. The park visitor centre and
shop will also be moved to the Chapel during part
of this refurb period.

How to volunteer
To get involved at the Park email joanne.basham@hants.gov.uk or call 07784 263618 for an informal chat.
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Royal Vic News
VOLUNTEER NEWSLETTER
Welcome to the February edition of the volunteer newsletter. We hope you are safe and well and we are
very much looking forward to opening services up and seeing your faces again.

Conservation Update

Volunteer Storyteller
Can you tell a tale? We are looking for volunteers to
deliver the Park’s history in a fun and exciting way,
engaging our youngest visitors. We have three
delightful, bespoke, and interactive stories for
children and families, related to the history of Royal
Victoria Military Hospital. The storytelling
performances include one aimed at children aged
3-7 and two aimed at children aged 7-12.
Support and training will be provided as on online
session by Dawn Nelson, professional writer, and
performance storyteller.

Michele and Matt have completed work in the
Orchard and a new sign has gone up – thanks to
Rich and Bernie. The Sensory Garden fence is now
at the half way stage. They are struggling and
looking forward to welcoming back volunteers
when we are allowed. If you need steel toe capped
boots or replacement boots please get in touch.

Training will be delivered via zoom with plenty of
time for breaks throughout the session.
Saturday 13th March 2021
will be a full day workshop.
Monday 22nd and
Tuesday 23rd March 2021
will be half day rehearsals.

Countryside Service Updates
Get inspired by the great outdoors and sign up to
the Country Service Newsletter. Click here to
subscribe

If you are interested in taking part please email
joanne.basham@hants.gov.uk

How to volunteer
To get involved at the Park email joanne.basham@hants.gov.uk or call 07784 263618 for an informal chat.
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Virtual Talks
Thank you to everyone that attended Ursula's talk
in January on the history of the Hospital. If you
missed it Ursula has recently spoken about the
hospital on a local podcast. Please see below for
the link. Our online tours and talks have been a
success and are currently sold out. New dates are
now available with the addition of our British
Science Week talks.
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Online Talk: The Science of
Making Medicines
Friday 12th March 2021

Ursula Pearce, Heritage & Education Officer, talked
to teacher Mr Morrison about the history of the
Royal Victoria Hospital for his Morrison's Tours
Goes Southampton podcast. Podcast link

British Science Week, 6-14 March

Gunpowder to Pandemic - the history of the
Army Medical Services
Wednesday, 10 March 2021
An evening talk by Pete Starling MA, DHMSA,
FRHistS. As part of our programme of events to
mark British Science Week, join Pete Starling,
former Director of the Army Medical Services
Museum, online for a fascinating talk about the
history of the Army Medical Services. This talk will
take you from the earliest beginnings of the service
through to the present day and the role of Army
Medical Services in the Covid-19 pandemic. The
talk will last approximately 50 minutes, followed by
some Q&A. This event is streamed online via Zoom.
Book tickets here

An exciting addition to our British Science Week
activities! Dr. Bahijja Raimi-Abraham is a TEDx
speaker, a pharmacist and Lecturer in
Pharmaceutics at King’s College London. Join her
online for this fascinating talk exploring the science
of making medicines, from lab to drug to patient.
How did they develop medicines in the Victorian
era at Netley and what relevance do those
developments have to today? Why are vaccines
important in infectious disease eradication? And
just how do you go about developing a vaccine and
bringing it to the market? The talk will last
approximately 50 minutes, followed by some Q&A.
This event will be streamed live online via Zoom.
Meeting registration information will be emailed to
you following your ticket purchase.
Price: £6.00 per device
Time: Zoom entry 7.15pm for 7.30pm – 8.30pm
Book here

Volunteer Update
One of our volunteers Nick Ward has been busy
during lockdown and written and published three
new books. If you are interested to see what he has
been up to click here.

How to volunteer
To get involved at the Park email joanne.basham@hants.gov.uk or call 07784 263618 for an informal chat.
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Editorial

Jason Semmens
In 2016, the Museum of Military Medicine (MMM) embarked on an ambitious
transformation programme as part of a
longer term project to relocate the
museum from Keogh Barracks, near Aldershot, to Cardiff, in South Wales, by 2022.
In addition to designing a new museum
facility in Cardiff, all aspects of the Museum’s operations and governance have
been revisited with a view to transforming
MMM from a supported regimental
collection to a self-sustaining cultural and
innovation enterprise.
The museum was founded in 1952 as
the RAMC Historical Museum at Church
Crookham, Hampshire, moving to the
training depot at Keogh Barracks in the
mid-
1960s. It was conceived as a regimental collection rather than a morbid
anatomy museum, in part to foster an
‘esprit de corps’ among the serving
personnel passing through the barracks. In
1999, the RAMC museum collection was
joined by those of the other three corps
of the Army Medical Services: the Royal
Army Veterinary Corps, the Royal Army
Dental Corps and the Queen Alexandra’s
Royal Army Nursing Corps, to form the
Army Medical Services Museum.1
The impetus for the recent re-
evaluation of the museum’s future direction
was the removal of the Defence Medical
Services Training Centre (DMSTC) from
Keogh Barracks to Whittington Barracks,
Lichfield, in 2013, rendering the longer
term prospects of Keogh Barracks and
its continuing medical connexion open
to doubt.2 Initially the museum trustees
sought to follow DMSTC and relocate
to Lichfield, in what would have been a
combined facility with the Staffordshire
regimental and Yeomanry museums, and
also explored sites in York, Southampton
and Liverpool. An approach by Cardiff
Council in summer 2015 encouraged the
trustees to consider that city as a possible
new venue for the museum, and they

Figure 3 Rendering of the interior of the new
museum facility on Britannia Quay, Cardiff.
Image courtesy of Scott Brownrigg.

Figure 1 Rendering of the new museum
facility on Britannia Quay, Cardiff. Image
courtesy of Scott Brownrigg.

voted unanimously to pursue that option
in January 2016.
The Trust’s ambition to relocate the
MMM stems from the recognition that
in order to build a sustainable future for
the museum’s collections it needs to look
beyond the current Ministry of Defencesupported regimental museum set-up and
to extend the scope of the museum’s operations to increase its visibility and relevance. The present location offers little
scope for expansion, either in terms of
facilities or developing footfall; moreover,

The Museum of Military Medicine, Aldershot GU12
5RQ, UK
Correspondence to Jason Semmens, The Museum of
Military Medicine, Keogh Barracks, Ash Vale, Aldershot
GU12 5RQ, UK; j ason.semmens@museumofmilitary
medicine.org.uk

Figure 2 Rendering of the new museum
facility on Britannia Quay, Cardiff. Image
courtesy of Scott Brownrigg.
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the museum no longer offers the kind of
experiences expected by today’s museum
visitors. Instead, in its new Cardiff Bay
location (figure 1) MMM will refocus
its offer to appeal to the wider visiting
public, using the collections, manuscript
archives and digital technology to explore
innovations in trauma medicine during
conflict and healthcare management in
humanitarian relief and how the health
benefits accrued from military medicine
have contributed to the well-being and
general health benefit of civilian populations globally.
The Cardiff Bay site has enabled the
trustees to reconsider the museum facility
as a new paradigm in terms of being a
world class visitor attraction and as a
centre of research, innovation and leadership. While it will retain MMM’s collections and archives as its core draw, the
new facility will engage audiences with
world class immersive and interactive
displays, and with academic partners will
explore medical innovation and its application through leadership and management programmes (figure 2).
MMM’s business plan identifies a series
of income streams that will enable the
museum to become self-sustaining. These
are broadly identified as prebuild and
postbuild revenues. Of the former, MMM
is currently working with academic partners and the National Health Service on
codeveloping Master’s Degrees in health
leadership and Continuous Professional
Development courses for industry, again
focused on leadership. An MBA and
post grad research degree will also be
1
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The Museum of Military Medicine’s
relocation plans: a transformational
world class development in Wales

Editorial
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Ars Electronica brings international links
to the Cardiff, and MMM will develop a
biennial medical innovation festival with
colleagues in Copenhagen and in Linz.
The RAMC Muniment Archive,4
currently held at the Wellcome Library,
will also be repatriated to MMM on its
move to Cardiff, finally bringing all of the
RAMC historical collections and archives
under one roof. The new facility will have
temperature and humidity-
controlled
archive and storage rooms, facilitating the
long-term preservation of the collections.
These collections will be made available
to a much wider public for research and
engagement in a manner not currently
possible ‘behind the wire’, and will make
the legacy of military medicine and its
continuing application and innovation
more widely known.
The project has received significant
levels of support from Cardiff Council,
Welsh Government and the Army. Cardiff
Council has offered a 250-year lease on a
site on Britannia Quay, a waterfront site
on the eastern side of the Bay, and it is
anticipated that the Museum’s proposed
building will receive planning approval by
December this year.5 The Welsh Government has expressed a desire to support
the development of this, while the Army
continues to provide operational support,
which is projected to continue out till
2030. Currently the Trust is seeking an
investor who will fund the building, and
that foundations and trusts, such as the
National Lottery Heritage Fund and Wellcome Trust, will provide funding for the
fit out. Those conversations are underway
but will follow a defined timeline for grant
applications (figure 3).

The launch of the new museum in 2022
will see an exciting and prestigious new
national archive and collections facility
that is ‘world class’ being fully available to
the public for the first time and is likely to
attract significant public and media attention. The aim is that MMM will partner in
health, well-being, tourism and education
agendas local to Wales and nationally.
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established. The Master’s course will
be designed to attract UK and overseas
students with innovative course content
using past and present defence medical
service innovations as case studies, with
master class opportunities from partners, especially leaders in the military
and exciting academic, health and military locations for study and experience.
Recruitment and accreditation will be
managed by the partner universities, and
MMM will receive a commission against
fees raised and a contribution to any costs
incurred. In addition, capital funding
will be raised from grants and donations,
sponsorship and investment.
Postbuild, a mix of conferencing, retail,
catering, admissions charging, temporary
exhibitions, events and venue hire is being
planned, and educational programmes and
innovative research partnerships will all
contribute to the long-term viability of the
project. MMM will also feature an active
public engagement programme featuring
serving personnel, academics and medical
practitioners, to bring medical innovation
and practice to public attention.
One unique feature of the new museum
facility will be the ‘Deep Space’, an
immersive and interactive attraction
developed by the Ars Electronica in Linz,
Austria, being brought to Cardiff in partnership.3 The ‘Deep Space’ offers distinct
two-dimensional and three-dimensional
sensory experiences to visitors, with 8K
resolution. Current offerings include
taking CT or MRI data and rendering it in
three-dimensional, facilitating interaction
with the interior body that can be used as
a teaching aid in addition to serving as a
visitor attraction. The partnership with the

Some of you may have seen the web site of the
Medical VCs on the RAMC Association web site
which was released on Armistice Day 2020.
This is based on material prepared by Pete
Starling and Phil Basford for an interactive
presentation which is now available on a wafer
(credit card shape and size) memory stick. No
need to load onto your computer as it will run
from stick and offers a quick and ready
interactive reference to all our Medical VCs.
You may order a copy in exchange for a
donation (minimum £20) with ALL the proceeds
going to the MUSEUM OF MILITARY
MEDICINE to raise funds for its relocation to
Cardiff City in the near future. Planning
permission is already approved.
If you would like a copy of this unique
interactive presentation of the Medical VCs
then contact me through email below and I will
reply with payment instructions which will be by
cheque made out to the ‘Museum of Military
Medicine’
Your support for this worthy cause would be
much appreciated.
Phil Basford
philb@ntrg.u-net.com

If you would like a matching lined tin, as shown, to keep your stick in then if you let me
know, and if there are enough orders, I will get more produced. Likely to be no more than
£10 including postage.

RJAH as a Veteran Aware Hospital
Siobahn Price, Project Manager
3rd March 2021

RJAH and Veteran Aware
• We are a member of the Veterans
Covenant Alliance (VCHA)
• We were one of the first hospitals
accredited in November 2018
• We support the employment of
veterans and reservists in the NHS
workforce with the Employer
Recognition Scheme and Step Into
Health

It’s about providing support to veterans and/or their
families who access any of our services

Veteran Awareness Week – November 2019
Held information sessions open to all staff to showcase 12 months of
improvements since accreditation. This included:
• Explain our partnership with Shropshire County Council Armed Forces
Outreach Support Co-ordinator, Sarah Kerr
• Recording that a patient is a veteran in PAS Standard Operating Procedure
(SOP)
• Update on MyRecovery App for patients – pilot with Veterans Orthopaedic
Service
• And a number of resources….

Veteran Awareness Week – in pictures
• Veteran Aware Prompts (toblerones and phone stickers)
• Veteran Aware Badges

Veteran Awareness Week – in pictures
• Veteran Aware Staff Intranet page and Staff Leaflet
• Veteran Aware RJAH website pages and Patient Information Leaflet

Our staff
• 133 staff members and volunteers attended
• Everyone received a Veteran Aware pin badge and had the opportunity to
pick up copies of the Staff Information leaflet, toblerones, phone stickers
and pamphlets from the Armed Forces Outreach Support e.g. Combat Stress.

Our staff on social media

Out and about
We also went to departmental team
meetings:
• Patient Access Team
• SOOS Access Team
• Pharmacy Team
• Therapies Team
• Governance Team
And attended the Patient
Participation Panel.

Neil Roberts and Pat Jones from the
Patient Access Team.

Next steps
•
•
•
•

Continue raising awareness through departmental/team talks
Develop Veteran Aware Champions
Improve the capture of data for veterans across all the services
Share stories of how our staff have helped patients through being
Veteran Aware.

Thank you!

Links
• Veterans Aware Webpage: https://www.rjah.nhs.uk/Patient-Visitors/VeteranAware.aspx
• RJAH Step into Health Webpage: https://www.rjah.nhs.uk/Work-with-Us/Step-intoHealth.aspx
• Veterans’ Orthopaedic Service: https://www.rjah.nhs.uk/veterans

New Veterans Centre

Hayley Lewis, RJAH Project Manager

The New Build
A WORLD CLASS VISION
The build is to establish a world-class Veterans healthcare facility to provide a holistic approach to patient care, with access to all the
capabilities at RJAH. There is also infrastructure to manage the service and allow growth.
Additional clinical capacity:
• 9 outpatient consulting rooms
• A minor procedures room
• A therapy room
• Clinic space for virtual (skype) clinics and monitoring of the MyRecovery service
The Veterans Hub:
• Providing support to Veterans - multiple disciplines which will be co -ordinated from here
• Quiet rooms
• A cafeteria and welcoming reception with waiting areas
Rooms to support clinical activity:
• Multidisciplinary room: Veterans healthcare requires input from multiple disciplines.
• Clinical Teaching space with observation AV facilities
• Research and medical illustration facilities
• Offices for Key administration

Site Location

Initial Sketches Elevations

Proposed Site Elevation

Material Palette

Proposed Building Materiality

Initial Visuals – Look & Feel

Floorplans

Project Timescales
Progress so far:

•
•
•
•
•

Operational and Clinical working groups established
Stage 4 detailed design approved – Nov 2020
Tender was issued - Dec 2020
Tender responses received – End of Feb 2020
Evaluation period – in progress

Next steps:

•
•
•
•

Contactor interviews – Mid. March
Appoint contractor – Early April
Site mobilisation works – April
Construction commences – May

